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TO 

THE ft^OST NOBLE 

THE 



MARCHIONESS qf HERTFORD. 



Madam, 

A FEAR I may he accused of premmptibn, 
in dedicating to your Ladyship a Work 

which may, at first sights appear to he pos- 
sessed of' little literary value. It is to he 
considered, hoivever, that the original is tfie 
production of a Native of the East, unac- 
• quainttd with the sciences of Europe, whose 
only object was to inform and improve his 
countrymen, by a candid and simple narra- 
tive of what he saw, heard, and thought, 
during his Travels. 

The remarks of such an ohservet, on the 
laws, mannei's^ an4 customs of th& different 
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countries of Europe, particularly on those of 

4 

ou:r 0W71, can never be without their interest 
ami importance to ari enlightened mind : and 
I am therefore encouraged to hope, that your 
Ladyship, after making due allowance for 
the disadvantages of a translation, may be 
induced to honour them with your counte^ 
nance and protection. 

» 
/ have the honour to be, 

« 

Your Ladyship's most obedient 
and devoted Servant, 

Charles Stewart. 



Merffbrd, 

May^hthf 1810. 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



I WILL not trespass on the time of die 
Reader, by any apology for introducing to 
him the following Work. The free re- 
marks of an intelligent Foreigner, and 
especially of an Asiatic, on t)jmi lav*,; 
customs, and manners, when they are ascer- . 
tained to be genuine, must always be con- 
sidered as an object of liberal curiosity. 

The Author of these Travels was jso 
w^ell known in London, in the years 
1800 and l8oi, under the title of The 
Persian Prince^ and has so clearly related 
the principal incidents of his life in the 

■ 

introduction and course of his narrative, 
that it * is unnecessary to enter further 
into his personal history in this place ; and 
it only remai&;s for me to give some account 
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of the Manuscript from which the Trans^ 
lation was made. 

For several months after the Author's 
return to Bengal, he was without any 
employment ; during which time he re- 
vised his Notes, and compiled his Nar- 
ratiTC. He then employed several Katibs 
(writers) to transcribe a certain number 
of copies under his own inspection, which 
he distributed to his most intimate friends. 
On« of these correct copies was presented 
by the Author to Captain Joseph Taylor, 
of the Bengal Artillery, who, in the year 
l8o6, had a correct transcript taken of 
it at Allahabad, by Mirza Mohammed 
Sadik Moonshy; which copy he gave to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lennon, who brought 
it to^ England in the following year, and 
from whom- it came into my hands. 

The ilViaauscript oon^sli of three small 
octavo volumes, written in a neat b^nd; 
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n^hich, for the satisfaction of any persons 
who may have doubts of its authenticity, 
will be deposited with Messrs. Longman 

& Co. Booksellers, for three months. 

• • * - * 

With respect to the Translation, I 
shall only say, that I have endeavoured to 
render it as literal as the different idioms 
of the two languages >^ould permit : and, 
except in a very few instances, for which 
I trust I shall be pardoned by the Reader, 
I have not ventured to curtail or omit 
any part of the narrative. 

'^The subjects so curtailed are ; First, 
the poetical effusions of the Author, 
which, in the original, occupy a numbCT 
of pages. Secondly, the long lists of 
his . friends, at the principal placet he 
visited. Thirdly, a dissertation on ana- 
tomy : and Fourthly, a long description 
of a garden hot-house. These are the 
only articles that have been omitted. 
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In some places, I have been uhcter 
the necessity of transposing the Chapters, 
in order to preserve a connexion between 
the subjects ; an object little attended to 
by Oriental writers in general. 

We have several books of fictitious 
travels, ascribed to natives of the East ; 
but I beUeve thii^ is the first time the 
genuine opinions of an Asiatic, respect- 
ing the institutions of Europe, have ap- 
peared in the English language; and, as 
such, I trust they will be received with 
proportionate interest by the Public. 

I take this opportunity of returning 
my public thanks to Mr. Northcote, for 
the readiness with which he lent the 
Poi^rait, from which the Engraving of 
the Author has been taken. 



Hertford, May 1810. 
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INTRODUCTlbN- 

jijler thanksgiving to Gody and praise of Mo^ 
hammed, the Author details his reasons fot 
publishing the account of his Travels. 

VJTlory be to God, the Lord of all worlds, 
who has conferred innumerable blesisings on 
mankind, and accomplished all the laudable 
desires of his creatures. Praise be also to the 
Chosen of Mankind, the traveller over the 
whole expanse of the heavens (Mohammed), 
and benedictions without end on his descen- 
dants and companions. 
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The wanderer over^ the face of the Earth, 
Abu Taleb the son of Mohammed of Ispahan, 
. begs leave to inform the curious in biography, 
that, owing to several adverse circumstances, 
finding it inconvenient to remain at home, he 
was compelled to undertake many tedious 
journeys; during which, he associated with 
men of all nations, and beheld various won- 
ders, both by sea and by land. 

It therefore occurred to him, that if he 
were to write all the circumstances of his jour- 
ney through Europe, to describe the curiosities 
and wonders which he saw, and to give some 
account of. the manners and customs of the 
various nations he visited, all of which are 
little known to Asiatics, it would afford a gra- 
tifying banquet to his countrymen. 

He was also of opinion, that many of the 

customs, inventions, sciences, and ordinances 

• • '■ - 

of Europe, the good effects of which are 

apparent in those countries, might, with great 

advantage, be imitated by Mohammedans. 
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Impressed With these ideas, he, on his 
first setting out on his Travels, commenced 
a journal, in which he daily inserted every 
occurrence, and committed to writing such 
reflections as occurred to him at the moment : 
and on his return to Calcutta, in the year of 
the Hejira 1218 (A. D. 1803), having revised 
and abridged his notes, he arranged them in 
the present form. 
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CHAP. L 

I 

The AtUfior gives an account of his origin^ and 
of his Jamilif. SRs father becomes a favour- 
rite of jibul Munsur Khan Sufder, Jun^y 
Nahoh of Oude — is appointed deputy to the 
NaloVs nephew. The Nabob dies^-^is suc- 
ceeded by his son Shujaa ad Dowleh, who 
becomes jealous of his cousin^ and arrests and 
puts him to death — suspicious of the adhe- 
rents of the deceased — he attempts to seize 
the autho/s father^ who flies to Bengal. 
TJie authors journey to join his father at 
Moorshedabad. His father dies. The Nabob 
Shujaa ad Dowleh dies — is succeeded by his 
son Assuf ad Dowleh, whose minister invites 
the author to return to Lucknow, and bestows 
on him the appointment of Aumildar, or col- 
lector of die revenues. The minister dies"^ 
his successor inimical to the author, who is 
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€upersededy and retires to Luchnoto^'-^^ppointed 

an assistant to Colonel Ilannayy coUet^or 

» 

of Gorruckpore — is removed from his office^ 
and returns to Lusknmv. Insurreetims in 
Oude. The author consulted by the EngUsk 
on the state of (xffairs "-^ is employed to 
reduce Rtgah Bulbudder Sing^-^surprizes the 
Bofoh^s camp. Enmity of the minister 
Hyder Beg Khan. The author proceeds to 
Calcutta — is well received by the Governor* 
general — settles in Calcutta. Lord ComwalHs 
recommends the author to the British Resident, 
and to the Nabob, at Lucknow. Lord Com- 
walHs leaves India. The Nabob quarrels 
with the Resident, and dismisses the author, 
who returns to Calcutta-'^being unhappy, is 
invited to make a voya^ to Eur(^^^^^grees — 
takes his passage — the ship is burnt — he 
engages another vessel. 

Jl h commencing the account of my. Travels, 
1 thkik it i^quisite that the Reader should be 

informed c^ some circumstances which occurred 
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antecedent to my setting out^ and be made ac- 
quainted with the general outline of my history. 

My father was named Hajy Mohammed 
B^ Khan^ by descent a Turk, but born at 
Abbassabad Ispahan. Whilst a young, man, 
dreading the tyranny of Nadir Shah, ^he fled 
from Persia ; ahd, on his arrival in India, was 
admitted into the friendsl;iip of the Nabob 
Abul Munsur Khan Sufd^r Jung. Upon the 
death of Nowil .Ray, deputy governor of 
Oude^ Mohammed Culy Khan, nephew of 
the Nabob, was appointed to that important 
office, and my father was nominated one of his 
assistants. From this circumstance, such an 
intimacy and friendship took place between 
them, that my father was considered as one of 
his faithful adherents. 

The Nabob Sufder Jung died in the year 
of the Hejira I167 (A.D. 1753), afid was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Shujaa ad Dowleh ; who 
becoming jealous of his cousin^ Mohammed 
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Culy Khan, arrested him, and put him to death. 
The Nabob being also suspicious of the ad-* 
herents of the deceased, attempted to seize my 
father, who, previoug to this event, had settled 
his wife and faniily in the city of Lucknow. 
My father received intimation of the Nabob's 
intentions, and fled, with a few of his faithful 
servants, to Bengal; but so sudden was his 
departure, that he only carried with him his 
gold and jewels. The rest of^his property, being 

left, was pluh^^red by the soldiers. 

«' 

My honoured parent passed a number of 
years in Bengal^ beloved aiid respected; and 
died at Moorshedabad, in the year of the 
Christian aera 1768. 



My mother*s father was named Abul Hus- 
sen Beg. He was a religious and devout 

person ; aftd being a townsman of the Nabob 

« 
Borhan Al Mulk Saadit Khan, great grand- 
father to the present sovereign of Oude, had 
such an affection for him, that, after the death 
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of that nobleman^ he abandoned ali worldljr 
a^r5> and never more quitted his hou$e;w 

I was born at Lucknow^ in the year 1752 ^ 
and although the Nabob Shujaa ad Dowleh 
was much displeased at my father's, conduct, he 
nevertheless, recollecting the connexion be- 
tween our families, supplied my mother with 
money for her expences, and gave her strict in- 
junctions to let me have the very best education. 

My father, having resolved to continue 
ill Bengal, directed my mother to remove 
thither with all hef &miiy. We there- 
fore left Luckriow in the year 17 66, and 
proceeded by land as far as Pstnor, where we 
embarked on board a boat for Moorshedabad* 
This was; rafy first journey; but being then 
only fourteen years of age,- and accompanied 
by my mother, it was free from anxiety. 

A year and a half after our arrival at 
Moorshedabad, n^ father died ; ajnd the whole 
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charge c^ his affairs^ both public and private, 
devolved upon m6. Previous to this unfortu- 
nate events my worthy parents had betrothed me 
to the daughter of a near relation of Muzufier 
Jung Nabob of Bengal. In consequence of iin$ 
connexion, I remained several years, happy, and 
contented in the service of that prince. 

* 
In the year 1775> Assuf ad Dowkh succeeded 

to the musnud of Oude. On this occaiSion, 
I received an invitation from his Prime-mini- 
ster, Mokhtiar ad Dowlehy to return to Luck-r 
now; and was appointed Aumildar (collector) 
of Etaya^ and several dtber dii^ricts situ^ited 
between the rivers Jumnah- and Ganges. In 
this situation I continued for two years ; tfac 
grejlter part of which time I lived in tents, 
being obliged, in enforcing the coUectiori of the 
revetitieB, to make frequent excursions through 
the districts. 

After th^ death of my patron, and, the 
appoii^tment of Hyder Beg Khan to his office. 
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I was superseded, and repaired, to Lucknow, 
where I resided for nearly a year. At the 
expiration of that period. Colonel Alexander 
Hannay, having been appointed collector of 
Gorruckpore, requested the Nabob's permission 
to take me with him as an assistant. In that 
situation I continued for three years,* living the 

whole of the time either in tents, or temporary 
houses, composed of mats and bamboos. When 
the Colonel was removed from his office, I ac- 
companied him to Lucknow, arid remained at 
home for one year unemployed. 

During this period, great dissentions ex- 
isted between the minister, Hyder Beg Khan, 
and the representatives of the East -India 
Company, Messieurs Nathaniel Middleton and 
Richard Johnson ; in consequence oi, which, 
and the clandestine intrigues of the former, 
the finances of the state were much deranged ; 
and although the collectors extorted larger sums 
than usual from the 2^mindars, the revenues 

9 

annually decreased. The oppressions of the 
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collectors were at length carried v to such an 
excess, that many of the 2^mindars rebelled, 
the principal of whom was Rajah Bulbudder 
Sing. He was lineally deiscended from the 
ancient Hindoo monarchs of Oude ; and 
having 100,000 Rajpoots (the military tribe 
of Hindoos) at his command, considered him- 
self as equal to the Nabob Vizier, whose 
authority he thierefore disclaimed. 

' » 

To reduce this Rajah to obedience, an 

army was sent, composed partly of the Nabob's 

troops, and partly of the Company's Sepoys; 

but, owing to the intrigues of Hyder Beg Khan 

and the collectors, this measure failed of sucoess. 

Such was the deranged state df the Nabob*s 
affairs, that Mr. Hastings (Governor-general) 
deemed it requisite* to interfere. He, in con- 
sequence, ordered Mr. Middleton to send for 
and consult me, on the best mode of reducing 
the Rajah, arid of restoring the country, to 
order. 
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As I was convinced that Hyder B^ Khan 
was the person who had contrived to throw 
the Nabob's afiairs into confusion ; and that, 
while he continued in office, every endeavour 
on my part would only serve to irritate him, 
and be the prdbable cause of my own ruin ; 
I declined any int^^rence : but the Resident 
parsistiQg in his ^itreaties,' and swe^ng to 
support and protect me against ail enemies, 
I at length consented to be employed. 

During two years, I frequently defeated and 
pursued Bulbudder Sing ; and at length, having 
surprized his camp, he was killed in endeavour- 
ing to make his escape. By this service, 
I rid the Nabob of an enemy of his family 
for the last sixty years, and restoried order and 
good government in the country. 

But from that period I may date the ruin of 
myself and family ; for shortly after, Mr. Mid- 
dleton having been removed from Lucknow, 
and Governor Hastings having proceeded to 
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£im^3 I was left without any protecticm 
against the j^tiadiinatioas of my enemies. 

Hyder Beg Khan> having by his cuiming 
and hypocrisy gained the favour of the new 
Governor-general^ behaved to me for some 
years ostensibly with attention and kindness^ 
dnd eveh wished to ensnare me to accejri; of 
an employment under him ; but failing in thk 
attempt^ he quarrelled with me^ and stopt the 
allowance of 6,000 rupeeis per annum, which 
I received from the Nabob fOT my support. I 
therefore found it impossible to remain at Luck- 
now, and resolved again to travel to Bengal. 

In the year 1787, I embarked on the 
Ganges, and proceeded to Calcutta, where 
I stated my complaint to Lord Cornwallis. 
His lordship received me very politely, and 
made many promises of assistance ; but being 
just then about to embark for Madras, and 
to take the command of the army against 
Tippoo Sultan^ my business was delayed for 
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four years. During this period, I sent for my 
femily to Calcutta; and my friends, seeing 
no hope of my getting into office; dispersed 
theinsekes in various places. . 

• • • 

The great .expence which I had incurred 
by the -removal of myself and family from 
such a distance, addled to . the building of 
a house in the vicinity of Calcutta for our 
residence, quite overwhelmed me w^th . debt 
My dis^tress and misery were further increased 
by the death of my son, a beautifiil boy of 
four years old, who fell a.^acriiioe to the 
unhealthy climate, . and ignorance of the 
(native) physicians of Calcutta, 

« 

When Lord Comwallis returned to Bengal, 
he recollected his promise to me : and Hyder 
' Beg Khan bein^ then dead, he ^sent me, in the 
year 17 9^ j with letters of recommendation to 
Mr. Cherry, the Resident of Lucknow, and to 
thd Nabob Assuf ad Dowleh, with an assurance 
that they would speedily provide for me, 
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In'ecmsequeiice of these letters^ I was most 
graciously received at Lucknow^ both by the 
Nabob and his courtiers; and was in daily 
hopes of an appointment^ when, unfortunately 
for me. Lord Comwallis quitted India, and all 
roy expectations were blasted ; for, shortly 
after, the Nabob quarrelled with Mr. Cherry, 
and got him removed from Lucknow. He also 
sent me orders^ to quit that city ; and although 
I remonstrated against such injustice, my com- 
plaints were not listened to. I therefore left 

<a part of my family at Lucknow ; and, having 
sent the remainder to Allahabad, I proceeded, 
in the year 1795, a third time to Calcutta. 

Sir John Shore (now Lord Teignmouth), 

ft 

who was then Governor- general, received me 
kindly, and promised me assistance ; but the 
Nabob Assuf ad Dowleh dying soon afterwardS;^ 
the confosion created by Vizier Aly Khan, and 
the multiplicity of business caused by .that 
event, did not leave him leisure to think of my 
affairs before he embarked for Europe. 

VOL. I. c 
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During the three years of expectation which 
I passed in Calcutta, all my dependants mid 
a4herentg,' seeing my distress, left me; and 
even some of my children, and the domestics 
brought up in my father*s family, abandoned 
tne. In this situation, I was quite over- 
come with grief and despondency, when one 

tky my friend Captain D R n came 

to visit me. As this gentleman perfectly un- 
derstands both the Persian and Hindoostany 
languages, we conversed on various subjects: 
and at length he informed me, that, as he found 
his health on the decline, he meant shortly to 
embark for Europe, in hopes that his native air 
inight renovate his constitution; and that he 
should return to India in three years. He 
added, ^' As you are without employment, 
arid appear depressed in mind, let me request 
you to accompany me. The change of scene, 
and the curiosities you will meet with in 
Europe, will disperse the gloom that now 
'^^ hangs over you. I will undertake to teach 
" you English during the voyage, and provide 
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^^ for all your wants." After having considered 
his proposal for some time, I reflected, that, as 
the journey was long, and replete with danger, 
some accident might cause my death, by which 
I should be delivered from the anxieties of 
this world, and the ingratitude of mankind. 
I therefore accepted his friendly offer, and re- 
solved to undertake the journey. 

That ho time might be lost, I went on the 
following day and agreed for my passage in the 
Charlotte, one of the East-India Company's 
jships; but in a few days afterwards, thfs vessel 
was unfortunately burned. Notjwitlistanding 
this unpropitious event, as Captain Jl — r-^n and 
I were determined on the business, we went 
immediately and engaged a passage in the Chris- 
tiana, Captiain N— n, bound for Denmark. ' 
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CHAR II, 

The Avihor leaves Calcutta — arrives at Kedjeree 
''"-^embarks on board a vessel bound to Den^ 
mark. Description <^ the ship — character of 
the captain and officers. The ship sails to the 
miouth of the river. Embargo^-'^disagreeable 
state of suspense. An English vessel burned 
fjuhile at anchor — plundered by the Danish 
captain. The French frigate La Forte cap- 
fured by an English frigate, both of ivhich 
pass up the river. The embargo taken off. 
The author proceeds on his voyage. 

On the P^of Ramzaii, A.H. 1213 (Feb.fii. 1799), 
^e took leave of our friends, and embarked at 
Calcutta, on board a budgerow (barge), in order 
to proceed to the ship. On the third day we 
arrived at Kedjeree, where we found the vessel 
at anchor. We shortly after went on board ; 
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and each of us took possession of his cabin. 
We found the ship in the greatest dti^rder; 
the crew principally composed of indolent and 
inexperienced Bengal Lascars ; and the cabins 
small, dark, and stinking, especially that allotted 
to me, the very recollection of which makes me 
melancholy. The fact was, that as Captain 
R— -n and myself were the last who took our 
passage, all the good apartments had been pre- 
viously aapured by our fellow passengers ; but 
as we had paid our money in Calcutta, and it 
was impossible to get it returned, we were 
compelled to take what they chose to give us. 

In the next cabin to mine, on one side was 
a Mr. G — d, a very passionate and delicate 
gentleman ; and on the other side were three 
children, one of whom, a girl three years old, 
was very bad tempered, and cried night and 
day: in short, the inconveniences and distresses 
which I suffered on board this ship, were a 
great drawback from the pleasures I afterwards 
experienced in my travels. 
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Our agreement was, that the ship should 
be well supplied with' Water, liquors, and pro- 
visions ; and that we were to be conveyed direct 
to Europe, without stopping any where on the 
way. On this account we looked forward to 
a speedy and pleasant voyage. 

' • • . • * t 

The first breach of promise we experienced 
from the captain, was his desirmg us to go 
on board,, stating that he would*^ certainly 
follow us the next day; instead of which, 
he remained a fortnight longer in Calcutta, to 
finish his own business. It is unnecessary to 
say, how disagreeable such a delay was to us, 
who had nothing to amuse our minds, and were 
anxious to proceed on our voyage. At the end 
of fifteen days, he arrived, and gave orders to 
vmmoor the ship. 

• ^ t • ' • * 

TTiis eaptain was a proud self-sufficient 
fellow. 'His first officer, who was by birth an 
American, resembled an ill-tempered growling 
mastifl[^ but understood his duty very well. The 
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second officer, and the other mates, were low 
people, not worthy of being spoken to,* and 
quite ignorant of navigation. 

On the 18th of the month we left Kedjeree, 
and proceeded towards the mouth of the river. 
During our passage down, we had several nar- 
row escapes. Our vessel drew thirteen feet and 
a half of water ; and we passed over several 
sands, on wj^ch there were not six inches more 
water than we drew. Had the ship touched 
the ground, as the tide was running out, we 
should have stuck there, and probably have 

i been lost. 

t' 

The next morning, when we were about 

■ 

to weigh anchor, a pilot sloop came along- 
side, and informed us, that a French frigate, 

j called La Forte, was cruising at the Sand 

Heads, and had taken several vessels ; that an 
embargo had in consequence been ordered; 

I and that we must not depart till it was rg-i 

scinded. 



24 THE TRAVELS OF 

« 

As it would have been attended with delay 
and danger to return up the river, it was re- 
solved we should remain at anchor where w6 
were, till Vlie embargo should be taken off. 
During our stay at Kedjeree, we had been re- ^ 
gularily supplied with fresh bread, butter, eggs, 
fish, and vegetables, from the shore; but as the 
boats would not come down so far as where the 
ship now lay, we were reduced to eat biscuit and 

ft 

salt butter, and, in fact, to commence the con- 
sumption of our sea stores. We suffered another 
great inconvenience from flies, which, notwith- 
standing our distance from the shore, swarmed 
in such numbers on board, that we could not 
speak without holding our hands to our mouths, 
lest they should go down our throats. 

We passed twenty days in this wretched 
state of suspense. One day we heard the sound 
of cannon at a distance, and concluded that 
some of the English ships of war stationed at 
Madras had been despatched to attack the 
Frenchman. Shortly after we saw three ships 
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• * 

coming up with all sail crowded : this circum- 
stance confirmed our conjectures ; but when 
they arrived^ we learnt that they were three 
l)ut of four English ships which had fallen in 
with the enemy's frigate, and had engaged her ; 
that ikey had escaped^ but the fourth was 
taken. 

A few nights after, an English ship which 
was anchored near us, loaded chiefly with Bengal 
cloths, caught fire, and dreadfully alarmed us. 
The crew abandoned her, and she burnt to the 
water's edge. Our captain, who was bound to 
his own country, and not fearing to be called 
to account by the English, sent his boat on 
board her for several days successively, and 
brought away a number of chests of half^con- 
sumed cloth. He had occasion, however, to 
repent this conduct in the sequel. 

Another day we saw several ships coming 

> 

up, one of which appeared to have French co- 
lours suspei^ded under ll^e English: we then 
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concluded that the frigate had certainly been 
taken ; but, on their near approach, we dis- 
covered it was an Arab vessel, in which the 
Frenchman had sent up all his prisoners ; 
and that those in company were only pilpt 
schooners. 

On the last day of the month, we received 
authentic intelligence that an English ship had 
arrived from Madras, and, after a severe con-r 
test, had captured the French frigate. Shortly 
after. Captain Cook, commander of La Sibylle, 
who had been severely wounded in the action, 
and died some days after his arrival in Calcutta^ 
passed by us. 

On the 3d of the month Shual (4th or 5 th 
of March), the two ships cast anchor near us. 
La Sibylle was severely injured ; but La Forte, 
which was much the largest vessel, had not a 
mast standing, and was -towed up the river by 
her conqueror. The English lost only twenty- 
five men during the engagement ; whilst the 
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French had their captain and 200 men killed 
or wounded. This circumstance was the cause 
of much astonishment to all of us. On the 
following day, fifteen sloops, each having on 
board a guard of soldiers, came down the river, 
for the conveyance of the prisoners to Cal- 
cutta. 



Permission having been at length granted 
for the ships to proceed on their voyage, the 
pilot again came on board ; and having, on the 
8th of the month, carried us into the deep 
water, called, by the English, the Bay of 
Bengal, he tbok his leave. 
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CHAP. III. 

9 

Commencement of the voyage. The captain Jinds 
it requisite to go to the Nicobar Islands far 
water. Phcenomena. Description of the Ni- 
cohar Islands — their product ^ inJtabitantSy &c. 
Several of the Lascars^ or Indian sailors, 
desert the ship, and conceal themselves in the 
woods — brought back by the natives — infamous 
conduct of the captain on this occasion. The 
ship leaves the islands. Sun vertical. Calms. 
Polar star. Equinoctial line. Curious cere--, 
mony on passing the line. Shoal offyingfish. 
Trade winds. The ship passes the longitudes 
of the islands of Mauritius and Madagascar • 
Gale of wind. Sufferings of the author. Dis- 
cover the coast of Africa. Whales approach 
the vessel. See the Table Mountain of the 
Cape of Good Hope. The captain resolves to 
go into the port. The ship carried to the souths 
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ward by the current. Dreadful storm. The 
authors reflections. The vessel loses her reck-- 
oning — is in great distress— again discovers 
' the land— anchors in False Bay. 

We proceeded for several dsys on our voyage 
with a favourable wind; when one morning 
we discovered that the captain had altered 
the ship*s course^ from soiith to south-east. 
This circomstdnce created in the passengers 
much astonishmeiit ; but the explanation on\y\ 
added to our mortification : the feet was, bur 
stodi t>f water hiad been so mirch expended 
during our detention at the mouth of the river, 
that it now became requisite to bear away for 
the Nicobar Islands, in order to replenish that 
indispensable article. 

These islands^ which are about eighteen in 
number, are more or less inhabited, and are 
frequently resorted to by ships in want of 
water or provisions. We attempted to reach 
the largest, which is called the; Carmco^ar, but 
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were blown off. We were equally unsuccessful 
in attempting to gain the second; but with 
great efforts we anchdred after midnight near 
the third. 

In our approach to these islands, a circum- 
stance occurred which was quite novel to me. 
When we came in sight of the- land, I wished 
to behold it more distinctly, and for that pur- 
pose borrowed a telescope ; but upcm applying 
the instrument to my eye, I could not distin- 
guish the land. Being astonished at this cir- 
cumstance, I requested one of the most intel- 
ligent officers to explain to me the cause of it. 
He replied : ^^ These islands are, in fact, still 
" below the horizon, being concealed from oiir 
" view by the spherical body of water between us 
" and them ; and what we now behold is caused 
by the power of refraction, which, in a dense 
atmosphere, apparently raises all bodies con- 
siderably above their real altitude." More 
plainly to elucidate . this axiom, he threw a 
ring into a China bowl, and carried it to sui^ 
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a distance that I could no longer see the ring. 
He then filled the bowl with water, when, by 
the refractive power, the ring appeared to float 
on the top of the water. As this explanation, 
although interesting, does not solve the diffi- 
culty, it is probable the telescope was out of 
order, or that they played me some trick on 
this occasion. 



After this digression, I return to my narra- 
tive. The island at which we anchored is 
named Tribiser, and is about forty-five miles in 
circumference: the two others in sight were 
called Rajoury and Bigou. Several of the in- 
habitants came ofF to us from all the three 
islands, and brought with them abundance of 
delicious cocoa-nuts, pine -apples, plantains, 
limes, and other fruits, also ducjcs and fowls, 
all of which they readily exchanged for cloth, 
tobacco, and any kind of cutlery ; but they did * 
not appear to set much value upon gold or 
silver, these precious metaU not being yet cur- 
rent among them. 



I 

I 
I 
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Cocoa-ntits are here in such abundance^ 
that ten of them were given for a tobaccx> 
cheroot or sagar, which cost less than a farthing 
in Bengal. 

These islands, being situated near the equi- 
noctial line, have two Springs and two Au- 
tumns; and as the sun had lately passed to 
the north of the line, we had incessant showers 
of rain. 



The inhabitants are well made, and very- 
muscular. They are of a lively disposition, and 
resemble the Peguers and Chinese in features, 
but are of a wheat colour, with scarcely any 
beard. Their clothing consists merely of a nar- 
row bandage round the waist. Being allowed 
to go on shore for the purpose of shooting, we 
had frequent opportunities of seeing their child- 
ren, many of whom I thought very handsome. 
Their houses are built of wood and bamboos, with 
thatched roofs, and are always circular, resem- 
bling a stack of com. Several of them, however. 
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ponsist of thcee stories ; the ground floor being 
kept for the goats, poultry, &c. The middle 
story is appropriated tb the men, and the upper 
story to the women. They are of the Moham- 
medan religion, and keep their women con- 
cealed, not permitting them to have any com- 
munication with strangers^ They build very 
neat boats, and have even constructed two or 
three ships in the European manner. I was so 
much captivated by the mildness of the climate, 
the beauty of tl^ plains and rivulets, and with 
the kind of life and freedom which the men 
enjoyed, that I had nearly resolved to take up 
Bfiy abode among them. 

Having replenished our stock of water, 
and received on Ixiard a considerable supply of 
provisions, our captain was about to depart,, 
when a circuinstanoe occurred which occa- 
sioned some delay, and much doubt, whether we 
should have been able to proceed any further 
on our voyage. The fact was this : sixteen of 
our best Lascajrs (or Indian sailors), being 

VOL. h p ♦ 
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much disgusted wfth the treatment they re- 
ceived on board this ship, deserted, and hid 
themselves in the woods; and it was dis- 
covered, that the remainder of the crew only 
waited the approach of night to follow the ex- 
ample of their comrades. In this dilemma, 
some of the principal people of the island 
fortunately came on board; and dreading 

r 

the imputation of being hi collusion with 
the deserters, they voluntarily offered to 
bring them back ;. and the captain, who at 
this period considered himself in a very critical 
situation, bound himself, by the most sacred 
promises, to give them for their trouble a 
number of pieces of the cloth which he had 
plundered from the ship burned in the Ganges. 
Stimulated by these promises, and being well 
acquainted With the woods and mduntaihs, they 

in a short time caught the deserters, and 
during the night brought them on board. The 

ungrateful wi^tch of a captain, however, repaid 
their exertions and kindness by the grossest 
treachery ; for pretending that he could not open 
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the hold while it was dark, to take out the cloth, 
he promised, that if they would then go away> 
and return in the morning, he would reward , 
them liberally for their trouble; but as soon 
as the day broke, he weighed anchor, and, be- 
fore the islanders were aware of his intention, 
the vessel had proceeded many miles to the 
southward. 

We quitted these friendly islands on the 
4tli of April ; and three days afterwards we 
had the suti vertical, in the seventh degree of 
northern latitvide : the heat was consequently 
very great ; and for a fortnight we had much , 
rainy weather, attended with calms. Our pro- 
gress was now very slow; and some days 
we had not above ten miles on our log- 
book. It is generally observed, that calms pre- 
vail in the vicinity bf the equinoctial line : this 
I suppose is caused by the influettce of the sun. 

On the night of the l6th, being then near 

the line, and the atmosphere perfectly clear, 
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we observed the polar star with great attention. 
The constellations Ursa Major and Minor ^ 
peared to be elevated above the polar star, equal 
to the altitude which that star has in Calcutta ; 
while the latter was sunk nearly to the margin 
of the horizon. I am therefore ojf opinion 
that the polar star is seldom, seen nearer to 
ther line than the fourth or fifth degree of 
northern latitude ; and, in fact, we did not 
again see it, till, after having doubled the 
Cape and re-crossed the line, we arrived a 
second time in the above latitudes* 



On the IQth we crossed the equinoctial 
line, in the 100th degree east longitude of 
London. For several days past we had seen a 
number of birds, some as large as a goose, 
and others about the size of a pigeon. They 
live entirely upon fish, and rest on the water 
during the night. When they wish to propa* 
gate their species, they gain the coast by de- 
grees, and remain on shore during the time of 
incubation. One of the smaller kind alighted 
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during the night upon a mast of our vessel, and ' 
was caught by the sailors : it was probably 
unwell, for when it was turned loose next 
morning, it could with difficulty fly away. 

On this day the sailors exhibited a ridiculous 
farce. Three of the principal ones dressed 
themselves in a strange manner, and, having 
daubed their faces with red and yellow paint, 
came upon the deck, their clothes and artificial 
hair dripping with water. One of them carried 
a book, and another a trumpet : the third was 
more extravagantly dressed, and appeared the 
superior. Chairs having been ofiered, they 
)seated themselves; when the trumpeter pro- 
claimed, that Neptune, God of the Sea, had 
honoured the ship by a visit, on its approach 
to his residence. , The mock deity then com- 
manded, that all persons on board, who had not 
before orossed the line, should be summoned to 
appear, and that they should be cleansed from 
all their former sins by immediate ablution. 
Many of the young men and boys, who had not 
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before witnessed this ceremony, being alarmed, 
ran and hid themselves, in different places, and 
some of them even climbed to the very top 
of the masts; but the secretary, opening his 
book, read over the name of every person 
who was liable to this discipline, and insisted 
upon his being brought to the presence. The 
culprit, having his eyes bound, was then forced 
to sit on a plank, which was laid across a 
tub, and several buckets of sea w^ter were 
poured over his he^ ; and the plank being at 
the same time drawn from under him, h^ wa^ 
immersed in the tub. When it came to my 
turn, by the mediation of one of the officers, 
and a present of some bottles of brajyiy^ I was 
excused this disagreeable ceremony; and the 
farce having terminated, Neptune and his com- 
panions returned, apparently, to their sub- 
marine abode. 

On the 25 th we saw a numerous shoal of 
flying fish. Many of these rose three or four 
yards highy and flew nearly the distance of 
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500 paces. The motion of their wings was 
exactly Hke that of a bird ; and although I had 
frequently heard them described by travellers, 
I could not credit the report, but supposed 
their motion was that of* leaping; but I am 
now** perfectly convinced they may be classed 
among the flying animals. Many of them 
fell upon the ship, and were served at table. 
I thought them good food, and fancied they 
had somewhat the flavour of a bird. 

Having readied the fifth degree of south 
latitude, we perceived the weather get con- 
siderably cooler, although the sun was not 
yet twentjijiegrees from us. When we arrived 
in the twelfth degree, the atmosphere being 
remarkably clear, I sought in the heavens for 
some star which might point out the southern 
pole ; but we could not even find any constella- 
tion corresponding either with the Ursa Major 
or Minor, much less a polar star. 

On the 27 th we entered the region of th^ 
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trade winds. This being one of the phaeno* 
mena of nature, it requires some explanation. 
The European navigators have, by experience, 
discovered, that between the 10th and 28th 
degrees of southern latitude the wind con- 
stantly blows from the south east, which is 
equally serviceable to ships coming to India 
or returning from it, and conveys them ra- 
pidly through eighty degrees of longitude. It 
is generally supposed, that if it was not for 
the intervening of the Cape of Good Hope and 
of South America, ships might circumnavigate 
the globe in these latitudes in a vay shoit 
period. As these wii^ds were first discovered 
by people employed in trade, and are very 
favourable to commerce, they have been 
named Trade Winds: but, except in the 
latitudes a\)Ove mentioned, the course of the 
winds during the voyage is variable and un- 
certain. 



During the firt>t week of May, whilst we 
were sailing in the fifteenth degree pi south 
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latitude^ the waves were so agitated by the 
winds, that they rose as high as the ship, and 
frequently entered by the quarter-L^aileries and 
stem-windows. It was impossible to sleep for 
the noise, and we could not. walk on deck 
without -great difficulty. 

Although we were then only thirty-one 
degrees from the sun, yet the cold was so severe 
that we were obliged to put on our warm 
clothing, and spread blankets and quilts on 
our beds. It appeared to me very extraordinary, 
that the month of May, being the hottest part 
of the year in Ben^l, should be so extremely 
cold here. We passed the Island of Mauritius, 
and the south end of Madagascar, *at the 
distance of sixty or seventy leagues* The 
latter, I understand, is governed by a Mo* 
hammedan king, and the Arabic langu^e is 
spoken in some parts of it. 

As from our first .setting out on this voyage 
we had great apprehensions of being captured 
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by the French, who were then at war with 
the English, our fears were increased ten-fold 
whilst in the vicinity of their islands ; and if 
by chance a ship was discovered by our glasses, 
jye concluded it was an enemy, and were almost 
reduced to despair : we were however fortunate 
enough not to be molested by any of them. 

About this time we had a dreadful storm, 
which lasted four days, during which period 
the sea van mountains high ; and the force of 
the waves striking against the iship was sudi 
as to preclude the possibility of- standing ; and 
even when seated, our heads were l:nocked 
with violence against the sides of the ship. 
During this sc^ne, Mr. G — d, who was of an 
enormous size, and whose cabin was sepa-* 
rated from mine only by a canvas partition, 
fell with ail his weight upon my breast, and 
hurt me excessively. What rendered this 
circumstance more provoking ivas, that if, by 
any accident, the smallest noise was made in 
my apartnaent, he would caH out, with all that 
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overbearing insolence which characterises the 
vulgar part of the English in their conduct 
to Orientals, " What are you about ? you 
"don't let me get a wink of sleep ! " and such 
other riide expressions* 

During the storm, it was with much 
difficulty we could get any provisions dressed ; 
and these we were obliged to eat sitting in 
our bed3* To add to our distress, the \^% 6( 
the ship, which at the commenoerneqt of the 
voyage were only trifling, now in^r^a^ to 
$uch a degree, that the pumps v^re kept at 
work both day and night. This circumstanoe 
inuch alarmed many of the pas^ngers ; but, 
fi^r my part, I wa§ so tired of life, tjiat I became 
perf^tly indifierent abqut our fate. 

Notwithstanding the raging of the elements, 
w# saw severe! hkds whose {orfn did qot appear 
calculate to contend v^ith storms. Their 
Ixxiies were not larger than a kite's, but their 
wings ext^ded nearly^fopr yards. 
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On the 24th of May we had a view of part 
of the continent of Africa^ about 200 miles to 
the north of the Cape of Grood Hope ; and 
although we had not the most distant intention 
of going on shore here, yet the sight of land 
brought tears into my eyes. WTiile sailing along 
this coast, we had frequent opportunities of 
seeing one of the wonders of the deep. Several 
fishes called wAafe^ approached so close to the 
ship, that we could view them distinctly. Thqr 
were four times the size of the largest elephant, 
and had immense nostrils, whence they threw 
up the water to the height of fifteen yards. 
As these animals are obliged fi^equently to 
come to the top of the sea for the purpose of 
respiration, they are easily discovered, and are 
killed by the Europeans for the sake of their 
oil, spermaceti, and whalebone, all of which 
are articles of great value. The capture of 
them is however attended with much danger, 
and requires great dexterity. 

During the remainder of the month, wne 
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had such dreadful weather, that for several 
days and nights we could not see either the sun 
or stars; and as the waves were constantly 
dashing over the ship, we were obliged to- keep 
the hatches covered ; thereby excluding all light, 
and compelling us either to sit in darkness, or 
constantly to burn candles, of which there was 
a great scarcity on board. In short, we passed 
our time like dead bodies shut up in dark and 
confined cells : and had it not been for the 
incessant noise and jarring of the elements, 
we might have supposed, ourselves inhabitants 
of the nether world. Often did I think of the 
verse of Hafiz: 

^^ Dark is the night, and dreadful the noise of the 
waves and whirlpool. 

*^ Little do th^y know of our situation, who are 
travelling merrily on the shore." 

On the 4th of June we came in sight of 
the high land of the Cape, called Table Moun- 
tain ; and shortly after had a view of . Table 
Bay, at the bottom of which is situated the 
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Cape Town. It was now made known, that 

* . . ■ • 

our water and provisions being nearly expended, 
it was requisite we should go into the port for 
a fresh supply. Although this was contrary 

4 

to our agreement with the captain, and the 
measure would probably be attended with much 
delay and expenc6 to the passengers, yet, as 
there was no other remedy, we were obliged to 
consent. As but a few hours of the day 
remained, and it was thought dangerous, on 
account of the rocks, to enter the b^y in th^ 
dairk, it was determined that the ship should 
stand off and on during th6 night, and proceed 
in early next morning. It so happened, that 
throughout the tiigfat the wind was extremely 
favourable, and we might have been all landed 
without any trouble or expence at Cape Town ; 
but, contrary to our hopes, the second officer, 
having gone to sleep during his wsfctch, allowed 
the ship to run so far to the southward, that 
during the whole of the hext day we could 
not regain the land. A second night was 
therefore passed in taickihg back and forward ; 
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and on the following morning, when we 
were about to enter the bay, a sudden storm, 
accompanied by thunder and lightning, came 
on, which carried us, before it ceased, five 
degrees to the southward. The ship wasl 
ahso struck by the lightning, three of the 
crew were killed, and two others severely 
burned. 

For the benefit of my countrymen who 
may be inclined to travel, I shall here relate 
a few of the hardships and mortificalions 
which I endured on board this ship, in hopes 
that they will take warning by my sufferings, 
and derive some advantage from my experience, 
in the firist place, I must advise them never 
to embark in any but aft English vessel \ 
and if they are not possessed of sufficient 
wealth to provide themselves with a number of 
articles, not to undertake the voyage. 

- \ 

I shall comprise the miseries of this ship 
under four classes : 



... ** 



/ 



48 THE TRAVELS OF 

The first is that to which every ship is 
liable ; viz. the want of good bread, butter, 
milk, fruit, and vegetables ; to which are to be 
added, drinkiijg stinking water, and washing 
the mouth with saltwater; also the impurity 
of being shut up with dogs and hogs,, and 
the difficulty of getting to and from the 
quarter-gallery, with the danger of being 
wet, or drqwned, while there. To these 
I should add, the state of suspense and 
agitation to which a person is constantly 
exposed, the confinement in one place, and 
the sickness caused by the motion of the 
ship. ; 

The second class arose from want o^ 
wealth ; viz. _ a small and dark cabin, and 
the consequent deprivation of air and light; 
the neglect of servants; the want of a ship 
cot, on account of the deficiency of room; 
and the tyranny or rudeness of my neighbours,, 
who ever studied their own convenience at 
my expence. 
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The third clasa is confined to foreigners, by 
which, I mean persons who are not Europeans ; 
viz. the difficulty of shaving oneself; the cutting 
of one's ow]4 beai-d and nails ; not having any 
private place for ' ablation ; the necessity of 
eating with a knife aild fork ; and the im- 
possibility of purification* From the. latter I 
suffered much inconvenience; for' as it was 
only customary on board to draw lip : water in 
buckets early in the morning, at which time all 
the crew washed themselves and whatever else 
they required, I was frequently under the" ne- 
c^sity of drawing it up when I wanted it, in 
one of my own copper vessels ; ' but' during the 
roilgh wfeath^ many of these were lost in the 
attempt, 'and I was at last reduced to one ewer. 
I therefore relinquished the practice of purifi- 

cation, arid waS consequently incapacitated 
from the other duties of our religion. 

The fourth class is confined to ships not 
belonging. to the Engluh; viz. noise and tu- 
mult when any business is done'; the abusive 

VOL. I. E 
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lUngoage made use of while heaving the 
anchor; the quantity of bilge-water allowed 
to t^main in the ship; and the unnecessary 
destruction of every thing on board. To these 
may be added^ the quantity of stinking^ salt fiish 
and putrid eggs, of which the sea store is com- 
posed^ and the absurd custom of the crew 
lying on the wet decks ; with a total want of 
discipline in the sailors^ and. science in the 
officers* : 

9 

It was from a thorough knowledge of all 
these circumstances, that my good friend Mr. 

A-^ B-— k of Calcutta strongly advised me . 

not to embark in any but an English ^ip ; but 
finding I wad determmed to go ' in the Ika[ie, 
he repeatedly desired I would carry on board a 
number of dried fruits, preserves, biscuits, &c. 
and also take with me a plentiful supply of 
warm clothing. Not content with this advice 
alone, he sent me a present of all these 
things: and fortunate it wajs for me that I 
had such a friend, as without these articles 
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I should either have died of hunger^ or perished, 
witli th& odld. 

^ . IT » 

'Dae gtde abated qb the. 1 3th of the month, 
but c^r condition was not much improved 
th^eby; a^, ix\ consequence of our;not seeing 
the sun f^r several d^ys^ and not having a 
GQfrec^ Ej^emeris qi^ board, togeither with the 
wunt qf skiB in the ofRser^, we had completely 
Ip^ ^Vr reckfming ; a^d not a person in the 
^bip could tell whef ^ we werpj or how we Ought 
to steer. To ad4 to pyjr distresse3, it was now 
discovered th^t we had onjy watei* fpr a few 
days remaining. Thus we were nearly reduced 
to despair; and had it. not been for .the mercy 
pf jGo^, we must l^ve perished* During this" 
diseadful state of suspense, ^d^t a time when 
all rthe oliicers supposed we were^r to me 
west of tbe Cape, and nearly half way to St. 
Helena, it happened th^t the st(iward of the 
slnp, iwho posisessed a keen sight, and who had 
made several voyages to India, came on the ' 
poop, to ascertliin the quantity of poultry 
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remaining. Having cast his eyes astern of the 
ship, he exekimed, ^^ There is the land ! You 
*^ are leaving it behind you." On hearing this 
joyful news, some of the officers went to the 
mast head,' and with their spy-glasses clearly 
discerned the land, but even then could not 
«ay what place it was : they however put the 

ship about, and stood towards it, and in the 

> . .' . 

course of a few hours ascertained it to be the 
Table Mountain and Sugar-loaf Hill of the 
Cape. This intelligence roused the drooping 
sprits of the crew, and every exertion was 
made to gain the ¥^dhed-for port. 

^ On the 21st we were opposite the en- 
trance of Table Bay ; but the monsoon having 
changed, it became requisite that we should 
now go to. False Bay ; no vessel being permit- 
ted to enter the former after a certain period, 
when the wipd, coming to the south west, 
renders it, for four months in the year, a very 
unsafe anchorage. On this account the Go- 
vernor has positive orders not t<} allow any ship * 
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V 

"to enter the port, and even to fire cannon 
at them if they refuse to obey the signal. 

On the evening of the 23d of July we 
with some difficulty entered False Bay ; but as 
it soon became dark, we yvere obliged to cast 
anchor, lest the ship should run on the rocks*- 
On the following morning we again got under 
way, and at noon anchored opposite the town. 

This town is situated at the bottom of 
a verdant mountain, clothed with a- variety 
of flowers and odoriferous herbs. It consists 
of about thirty houses only : these are, how- 
ever, very regular and well built, and each' 
of them contains a pipe of running water: 
it is therefore peculiarly well adapted as 
a place of refreshment for ships during the 
south-west monsoon. We accordingly found 
sixteen vessels lying here, two of which were 
men of war^ stationed to protect the harbour 
against the French. As a long time had 
elapsed since I had seen the habitations of men, 
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I was much struck with the appearance of 
this town, and the beauties of its port; nor 
did I ever before experience such pleasing sen- 
sations as when I landed therte. 



On the i4th, all ,the passengers, except 
inyself, went on shore.; for as I had very little 

money with me, I dreaded the expence, and 
remained on board. My situation was how- 
ever rendered more comfortable by the supplies 
of fresh provisions, fruit, &c. which were ddily 
received from the shore. 
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CHAR IV. 

The Author disembarks, and hires lodgings at 
Fals^ Bay — description of his landlord qnd 
family — is hospitably received by the Common-- 
dant of the British troops — marked attention 
of the officers of the Royal navy — improper 
conduct of his landlord — he determines onpro^ 
ceeding to Cape Town — accountof his journey. 
Description of the tovpn, and remarks occasioned 
thereby. Character of the Dutch inhabitants^ 
and thetr conduct to slaves. Description of the 
clim^tCy and of the country in the vicinity 
of the Cape ; also of the fruits^ vegetables^ 
animals f and other productions. People of v^^ 
rious nations settled at the Cape. The author 
meets with several Mohammedans, Panegyric 
on General Dundas and the British officers. 
The author sells his slave and some other 
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propertyy in order to support his expences. 
The Danish ship brought from False Bay 
to Table Bey — her captain prosecuted for 
plundering the vessel in the river Ganges, and 
his ship thereby prevented from proceeding 
on her voyage. The other passengers prosecute 
the captain, and recover half the sum they had 
paid. The author takes his passage for 
England. 

After some days I learned that all the' pas- 
sengers, being disgusted with the bad conduct 
of the captain, had resolved not to return on 
board again, but to proceed to the Cape 
Town, and wait there the arrival . of some 
English vessel, in. which they might embark 
for Europe. I was therefore under the ne- 
cessity either of abandoning my cx)mpanions, 
or of incurring a heavy expenoe by quitting 
this disgusting ship : and having resolved upon 
the latter, I went on shore, and took tip my 
residence at the house where the other pas- 
sengers were staying. 



I 

I 

i 
I 
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Our landlord, who was called Bamet, was 
a ver}^ smooth speaker, and appeared very 
polite. He said he was by descent a Scotch* 
man, though bom and bred amongst the 
Dutch. With this person I agreed for my 
board and lodging, at the rate of five rupees 
a day. His family consisted of his wife, two 
children, and five slaves ; and notwithstanding 
there were fifteen of us, including servants, 
who lodged in the house, they attended mi- 
nutely to all our wants, and even anticipated 
our wishes, without any noise, bustle, or 
confiision. 

Some time previous to our arrival at the 
Cape, it had been taken possession of by the 
English, and was garrisoned by about 5<X)0 
European soldiers, under the command of 
General Dundas (a nephew of the celebrated 
Mr. Dundas, one of the principal ministers of 
the British Empire), who also acted as Gover- 
nor during the absence of Lord Macartney. 
The troops at False Bay were commanded 
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ly Captain C ■ • s ^ on whom I waited^ and waa 
received with great attention And ppliteness* 
He returned my visit on the following day, 
and invited' me' to dine with him. We found 
a large company assembled, and were.enterr 
tained in a very sumptuous manner. Although 
I theft understood English but imperfectly, 
yet the iD^rl^ed attention of Captain ai^d Mrs, 
C ' - fl and their friends was so fl^ittering, 
that -I never ^pent a more agreeable day in 
my life- On taking leave, they requested 
me to drink tea with theiti every ' evening 
I was disengaged, during my stay at False Bay. 
From the captains of the ships of war I also 
received the greatest attention. They invited 
me twice to entertainments on board, and sent 
their own barges to convey me. Upon en- 
tering and leaving the ship I was salute by 
the discharge of a number of pieces of cannon, 
and was ti^eated in every respect as' a person 
of consequence. 



After a short residency with Mr. Bamet, 
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I experienced a very great change in his beha^ 
vipur . Our table became daily worse supplied, 
and his conduct was sometimes rode. He one 
day came and desired I would change my 
apartment for a smaller one, as he expected 
more guests, and could put up two or three 
beds in my' room. After I had removeAnmy 
luggage to another, he then told me thut 
room was pre-engaged, and that I must remove 
to a third, in which I found a gentleman's 
trunks, who was gone to Cape Town, and might 
possibly return during the night. I was much 
irritated at such conduct, and asked him M4)at 
he meant. He rqplied, that he had let me have 
my lodgings too cheap ; and that if I wished 
to remain there, I must pay him ten rupees 
(jf . 1 . 5*.) a day. I observed that lus behaviour 
was that of a blackguard Dutchman^ and that I 
should quit his house the next day. I accor»* 
dingly made my preparations for proceeding to 

• > 

Cape Town ; and although I left his house 
before sun-rise, he insisted on my paying him 
for the whole of that c&iy. He also chai^;ed me 
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very extravagantly for my washing, and other 
matters wherein I had employed him. But I 
was still more provoked at^the behaviour of his 
wife, to whom, on the day of my arrival, I had 
presented, a bag of fine Bengal rice, worth 
at the Cape forty or fifty rupees : she was in 
consequence very polite for three or four dayS| 
but afterwards totally changed her conduct. 

On the 2d of July I set out for Cape Town^ 
in a coach drawn by eight horses, all of which 
were driven by one man, and with such dexte- 
rity as I have never Witnessed. Part ' of the 
road was through water up to the horses' bel- 
lies ; in another place the wheels sunk nearly 
up to the axle-trees in sand ; and although we 
climbed and descended very steep mountains, 
we were seldom out of a gallop. When we 
approached within four or five miles of the 
town, we found the road broad and even, lined 
on each side with hedges ; the country was also 
well cultivated, and adorned by groves and 
gardens, with here and there windmills and 
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farm --houses, which much ornamented the 
scenery. On this road the En^ish and thd 
genteel Dutch families take the ait, either on 
horseback or in cdrriages, every day from noon 
till four o'clock. 

At the distance of three miles, * the town 
appears very beautiful and superb, and much 
delights the beholder. The distance from 
False Bay to Cape Town is a day's journey; 
but as there are houses for the entertainment 
of travellers on the road, we had a comfortable 
breakfast and dinner at the proper hours. 

It was nearly dark when we entered the 
town; and lodgings having been secured for 
me by one of my ship-mates, I drove directly 
to Mr. Clark's, the best house of that de- 
scription in the town. 

Two sides of the town are surrounded by 
mountains ; and some of the houses are so near 
the T^ble Land, that a stranger is in dread of 
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its faliflng on them. lihe»e mountains are 
covered with a variety of Aomers and sweet 
herbs, and aflfcrd an excellent pasture for 
cattle : they also abound with firings of deli- 
cious water, which not only supply the inhabk 
tants with that indispensable element, but 
alflo serine to turn milk, and to irrigate the 
laiida when ireqmsite. 

■ % 

The inhabitants, of the (^pe frequently 
form parties of pleasure on the top of the 
Tahle Jjavdi and although seveiral places in 
the road are so steep that th^ cannot be 
ascended without the aid of ropes, the Dutch 
ladies are so accustomed to climb precipices, 
that they always accompany the men on these , 
accursions* 

On another side of the town is Table Bay, 
on the shore of which are erected very formi- 
dable batteries, sufficient to prevent any enemy 
from entering it. Some batteries have also been 
constructed on the land side. In short, the 
fortifications of this place were so strong, that 
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when the English came to attack the Cape, 
they found it expedient to proceed to False 
Bay, and effect their debarkation at that 
point: they thence proceeded by land, and 
having with great diffioalty clambered over the 
mountains, made their attack on the land 
side, and thus compelled the Hollanders to 
capitulate. 

The town is about six miles in circumfefence. 
A few of the houses are built of stone, but 
the generality of them are only bride and 
mortar. The streets are very broad and strai^t, 
and paved on each side with large bricks ot 
flag stones. Each street is also provided with 
one or two chanriels for carrying off the water, so 
that even in winter there is scarce smy mxnA or 
dirt to be seen. Each side of the street is alsd 
planted with a row of trees, which afford an 
agreeable shkie ; and along the front of tvery 
house is 'erected a seat of masonry, about 
a yai^ high^ £br the inhabitants to sit on and 
^moke , their pipes in the summer evenings* 
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This, custom, which ^is, I believe^ petiuliar to 
the Hollanders, appeared to me excellent. 

The furniture of some of the houses is very 
elegant, consisting of mirrors, pictures, giran- 
doles, lustres, and a great quantity of plate. 
The walls of the room were covered with 
variegated paper, and hung with handsome 
window curtains, some of chintz, others of 
velvet; in short, the splendour of this town 
(juite. obliterated from my mind all the mag- 
nificence of Calcutta, which I had previously 
pohsidered as superior to any thing to be found ' 
between India arid Europe. In the sequel 
I changed my opinion respecting . the Cape ; 
and indeed I may say, that from my first 
setting out on this journey, till my arrival in 
England, I ascended the pinnacle of magnifi- 
cence and luxury; the several degrees or stages 
of which were, Calcutta, the Cape, Cork, 
Dublin, and London ; the beauty and grandeur 
of each city effacing that of the former. On my 
return towards India every thing was reversed, 



MIR2A ABU TALEB KHAN. 65 

the last plice being always inferior ' to that 
I had quitted. Thus, after a long residence in 
London, Paris appeared to me much inferior ; 
for although the latter contains more superb 
buildings, it is neither so regular, kept so 
clean, nor so well lighted at night as ." the 
former, nor does it possess so many -squareft 
or gardens in its vicinity ; in short, 1 thought 
I had fallen from Paradise into Hell. But 
when I arrived in Italy, I was made sensible 
of the beauty of Paris. The cities of Italy rose 
in my estimation, when I arrived at Con- . 
stantinople ; and the latter is a perfect Para^ 
disc, compared to Bagdad, Mousul, and other 

• • 

towns in the territory of the Faithful. All 
these places I shall describe more particu- 
larly in the course of my Travels. 

Nearly in the centre of Cape Town is a large 

handsonife square, two miles in circumference, 

. * 

in which the troops are exercised. Two sides 

of the square are inclosed with strcets of lofty 

houses, a third .is bounded by the Fort^ and 

VOL. I. V 
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the fourth faces the sed. The Fort is regular; 
and much resembles that of Calcutta, but 
smaller. The bazars aire well built, and well 
supplied with every requisite. 

Having said so much of the place, I will 
now take the liberty of describing the inha- 
bitants. AH the Etiropean Dutch women whom 
i saw, were very fat, gross, and insipid } bu| 
the girls born at the Cape are well made, 
handsome, and sprightly ; they are also good- 
natured, but require costly presents. Even 
the married women are suspected; and each 
of the Englishmen of rank had his par- 
ticular lady, whom he visited witljout any 
interruption from the husband, who generally 
walked out when the admirer entered the 
house. The consequence was, that the English 
spent all the money they got ; while the Hol- 
» landers became rich> and more affluent than 

when under their own government* • 

• . . . 

The generality of the Dutdimen are low- 
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minded and inhospitable^ neither do! diey fear 
the impioCation of a bad naqfie, and are more- 
oppressive to their slaves than any cfther people 
in the world. If a slave understands any trade^ 
they permit him to work for other people, but 
obligje faup to pay from one to foiar dollars 
a day, accondihg to Ms abilities, for such incfcik 
gence. The daughter of thesie slaves who> 
are handsome they keep for their own use, 
but the ugly ones are i^ither sold, or obliged 
to work with their fathers. Should a slave 
perchance save money sufficient to purchase 
his freedom, they cause him to pay a great 
price for it, and throw many other obstacles 
in his way. 

• • • 

* 

* t 

I saw a tailor, who was married, ind had 

four children ; he was then forty years of age, 

and had, by great industry and oeconomy, pur- 

chased the freedom of himself and wife; but 

the children still continued as slaves. One of 

them, a fine youth, was sold to another mastfer, 

and carried away to some distant land:, thel 

F 2 
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eldest girl was in th^ service df bier niaiiter j; 
and the two youngest wei-e suffered to reiiiaiii 
with their pareats till they should gain suf- 
ficient strength to be employefl* . 

; As the female slaves mp employed in 
mailing the beds, and looking after the* rooins: 
of the lodgers, they frequeriitly have opportu«i- 
ties of getting money ; great part df whieh 
they are however obliged to pay to their avari- 
cious Qwners. ' ' :' / : : 

During my stay at the Cape, I suffered 
gr6at incouvfenience ficom thfe filthjness and 
stench of their privies, which they take,i>o 
pains to keep clean. Neither have they any 
baths^ either hot or cold, in the town; and 
abliftion is quite unknown to the inhabitants. 

Although I was igiioraait of the Dutch lan- 
guage, .and could not converse with the young 
women, yet in dancing they made twe of 30 
many wantcm airs, and threw such significant; 
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looks towards me^ that I was often put to the 
bhish^ and obliged to retire to the other side of 
the room. A party of these girls onice attacked 
me: one of them, who was the handsomest, 
and most forward, snatched away my hand* 
kerchief, and offered it to another girl of 
her own age ; ' upon which they all began to 
laugh aloud': but as the young lady did not 
seem inclined to accept the handkerchief, I 
withdrew it, and said I would only part with 
it to ' the handsomest As this circumstance 
was an allusion to a practice among the rich 
Turks of Constantinople, who throw their hand- 
kerchief to the lady with whom they wish to 
pass the night, the laugh was turned against 
my fair antagonist, who blushed, and retreated 
to some distance. 

I continued to reside with Mr. Clark till 

the 15 th of July, during which time I formed 

several acquaintances, and found that a number 
of Mohammedans dwelt at the Cape. My 
landlord in a short time proving himself to 
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be ^ a true Dotchman^ by i the exorbitance of 
his charges^ aiid various isippositions^ I (|uat*-^ 
rell^ with him; upon which he was very 
.abusive; and threatened to spmmon me before 
the court of justice. I thereon cbn\plained to 

my ship-mate. Captain W- n ; but he, having 

formed an attach'lhent to erne of the females 
m the house, took my adversary's part, and 
ihsisted upon my payii^g all his demands. He 
had oc^casicm, in the sec^uel, to repent his con- 
duct; for the girl having been detected, was 
severely punished, and compelled to pay to her 
oppressive master all the money the captain 
had given her, who thereupon quitted the 
house, and apologized to me for his conduct. 

In consequence of my dispute with Mr. 
Clark, I hired lodgings in the house of a worthy 
Mussulman, who behaved to me with the 
greatest attention and kindnbss | and as I had 
constant invitations from the English officers, 
I passed my time very pleasantly, and lived at 
s| small expense. 



\ 
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Althou^ it wais now winter at the Cape, 
the trees were all in full verdure, and the 
gardens were replete with flowers of every kind : 
the fixuts were also delicious, and in such 
variety, that we found here 'the produce of 
both the .torrid and frigid zones. At a short 
distance from the town is situated a' celebrated 
garden, called Constantia, the grapes of which 
are superior ^o . any I have ever tasted, and 
from which they make an excellent sweet wine, 
that is much admired, and carried to all 



parts of the world. 

Tlie markets are well supplied with good 
beef, goat, and muttoti« The sheep are of 
the large-taikki species, and afford a great 
quantity of grease and tallow. The vegetables 
here, are also very, good, and in great variety; 
but their wheat and rice are indifferent. Fresh 
b«tter is with difficulty procured: and not- 
withstanding there s^peared a great abundance 
of every thing else, the prices were high. Meat 
w^s seven-pence hali^nny a pound; bread 
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three- pence a pound ; and .eggs three-pence 
eaoii* Washing is also veryidear. 

« 

The horses of the Cape are very strong 
and active, arid under excellent command: 
they have probably some of the A^ab blood 
in them. Here are also very good mules, 
which are principally used for carriages : the 
ivaggons afe drawn by oxen. Ostriches are 
found in this part of Africa ; and they showed 
ine a particular species of dogs and cats, both 
of which run wild in the woods. 



Besides the Dutch, there are to be found 
at the Cape people of many other nations; 
and at least seven or eight languages are 
spoken here. The common people are prin- 
cipally Malays and Negroes. . Most of these 
were originally slaves, who have either pur- 
chased their freedom, or have been manumitted 
by their masters. Among them I met with 
many pious good Mussulmans, several of 
whom possessed considerable property. I had 
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the pleasure of forming an acquaintance heite 
with Shaikh AbduUa^ the son of Abd al Aziz, 
SL native of Mecca, who having come to the 
Cape<3^n some commercial adventure, married 
the daughter of one of the Malays, and 
settled there. He was very civil, introduced 
me to all his friends, and anticipated all 
my wishes* 

From Mr, B — d, a Dutch gentleman, who 
had resided twenty years m Bengal, and had 
been for some time governor of Chinsura, I ex- 
perienced much kindness. His wife was a very 
agreeable and clever woman, and spoke seven 
languages. 

Were I to relate all the civilities I received 
from General Dundas and the other British 
officers, they would fill a volume. I cannot 
however refi^n mentioning the many delightful 
evenings I passed at the house of Lady Ann 

B- 1, who every week gave an entertain-. 

ment to all her acquaintances, and who con- 
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8tantly did me the honour to Invite me. Lady 
Aim id the daughter of an Eiiglish nobleman^ 
asM has all the dignified manners of a person 
of quality. At her house I frequently ^ imet witft 

a Mrs^ C d> a young Iqshwoman, who was 

exceedingly beautiful, but spoke little, artd wa% 
r^her reserved : in short, she had quite the 
elegant behaviour of our Indian princesses, and 
completely won my heart. These were the only 
frviro English womi^ni of rank whose husbands 
wcpe at the Cape. The rest of the officers were 
obliged to amuse themselves with the Dutch 
ktdies, several of whom, in csorisequence, got 
well marf ied« 

Although I lived with the greatest pos- 
sible OBConomy during our long stay at ,this 
place, I could not have borne the expense, but 
for the sale of some articles. Of these, ^ the 
most valuable was a Negro slave, whose 
manners and disposition had been so mudi 
corrupted on board ship, that I found it re- 
quisite to part with him, and disposed of 
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him for 500 ddlars. I alao sM a tali^an and 
some pieces of muslin for 200 dollars more. 
By these means I was enabled to live without 
incurring any debts^ till an opportunity dFered 
of proceeding on our voystge. 

During our stay at the Cape^ the numsoon 
having changed^ Captain N — n was enabled 
to bring his ship^ the Christiana, from False 
Bay to Table Bay; but immediately on his 
arrival, he was accused by Mr. Pringle, the 
East-India Com^pan/s agent, with having 
plundered the burnt ship in the river Ganges ; 
and a prosecution was filed against him in 
the court of justice. The fact was easily 
proved, and he was sentenced to pay <^.2000 
damages. During the prosecution, the ship 
was laid under sequestration; and the crew 
having dispersed themselves in various situ- 
ations. Captain N — ^n found it impossible to 
proceed on his voyage. He was however, I be- 
lieve, not sorry for the event ; for he shortly 
after married a Dutch lady, and settled at the 
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Gape. His passengers thereon prosecuted him 
for the amount of their passage money, and 
compelled him to repay them half the sum they 
had given him. I very imprudently declined 
joining in the prosecution, for two reasons : in 
the first place, I was afraid of the chicanery 
of Dutch lawyers; and, secondly, Captain 
N — n assured me, that if the cause was 
decided against him, he would repay me in 

\ 

proportion to the others. This agreement he 
afterwards denied, and I lost my money. Gljad, 
however, to get rid of such a wretch, and an 
opportunity offering at this time of proceeding 
to England, I engaged a passage, for forty 
guineas, oh board the Britannia, a South-Sea 
whaler, bound to London. 
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chap; V. 

The Author quits the Cape, and embarks on 
board the Britannia. Description of the ship, 
and character of the captain. Discover St. 
Helena — anchor in the port — description of 
the island, toum, andfortifications'-^hospitable 
and friendly conduct of the Governor. Leave 
St. Helena. Pass the Island ofj4scension — 
some account thereof Recross the equinoctial 
line. Anecdote related by the captain. Fall 

. in with an American and an Hamburgh vessel. 
Again see the polar star — pass a fleet of 
outward-bound Indiamen — pass the Canaries 
and the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea. 
Arrive at the mouth of the English Channel'''^ 
contrary wind — obliged to bear away for the 
Irish or St. George^ s Channel. Fall in with 
an overset vessel. Cold and disagreeable wea- 
ther. The captain determines to enter the 
Cove of Cork. 
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vJn the 29th of September, my friend Captain 

R ^n and I embarked on board the Britannia, 

and were soon under way. This was one of the 
vessels employed in catching whales, and was 
loaded with the oil of that fish. She ha<i 
also a Letter of Marque, and was therefore well 
equipped for yv^r ; and h^ h^n fortunate 
enough to capture a Spanish prize on her way 
out, which sold for a large sum of money. 
The crew consisted of between thirty and forty 
men ; but as they were all able .seamen,, and 
kept under the same di^pUne as. on board a 
ship of war, the duty was performed with great 
alacrity, and without any noise or confusioni. 
Although our aceommodations were rather con* 
fined, every thing was s6 well arranged, and 
the guns, arms, &c. so well secured, that we 
felt none of the inconveniences which we had 
suffered in the Dane. 



' The Britannia sailed very fast ; and during 
the voyage we pursued several ships, but did 
not succeed in njaking any captures. The 
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Captain was named Clark : he wa8 an excdlent 
navigator ; and whenever we approached any 
land, he predicted to an hour when we should 
arrive at it. Soon after leaving the Cape, we 
were again favoured by the trade winds, and in 
two days ran 400 miles. 

On the moaning of the 13th of October 
we discovered the Island of St. Helena, and 
at noon cast anchor: in the port* I soon after 
knded, and was honoured by Governor Brooke 
with an invitation to dinner. This gentleman, 
having served thirteen years as an officer in 
India, some part of which period he resided 
, at the court of the emperor Shah Alum, spoke 
Hindoostany with great fluency, and conversed 
with me a long time on Indian politics. 

St. Helena is an island in the midst of 

■ the Great Western OceaUj situated tnany 

hundred miles, from any odier land, in the 

sixteenth degree of south latitude, and is about 

twenty-eight miles in .circumference.* The 
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clifi^ from the sea appear black and burnt up } 
but, in the interior, some of the valleys are 
clothed with delightful verdure: the hills are 
also adorned with a variety of beautiful shrubs, 
and every spot fit for culture is laid out in 
picturesque gardens. The inhabitants have 
with great labour formed zigzag roads up the 
hills, fit for two horses to ride abreast; but, on 
account of the steepness of the ascent, car- 
riages are seldom made use of. The most 
elevated of the mountains is. said to be about 
a mile high, from some of the crevices in 
which a smoke and strong smell of sulphur 
are often emitted. There are only two con- 
siderable streams of water in the island ; and 
as the vegetation is therefore . entirely depeh- 

w 

dent on the rain, 4t often happens, that, from 
a want of moisture, the grass for the cattle 
and the produce of the gardens are destroyed, 
whidh cause much distress to the inhabitants. 
In favourable seasons, the quantity of apples 
and other fruits produced in some of the 
gardens is astonishing. A garden belonging to 
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to an officer yielded in one year a clear profit 
of J^.l250. As this island does not produce 
any grain, it is principally supplied with flour 
and other articles of food from Europe. Beef, 
mutton, and poultry, are procurable, but at 
very high prices. Milk is not in plenty, but 
so rich, that it produces cream twice. Here 
you meet with the trees and fruits both of 
Europe and Asia; but the most surprizing 

« 

thing about this island is, that thunder and 
lightning are never heard or seen. 

The only town on the island is situated in 
a narrow valley, which seems to have, been 

formed by torrents from the mountains : 

•^ ' ■ . ■ . . 

this valley is about two miles in length, and 
from twenty to a hxmdred yards in breadth. 
The town was founded by the English, about 
forty years after they had obtained settlements 
in India. It contains some good buildings 
formed of stone, but the roofs of the houses 
are thatched or tiled. Here are several good 
shops, in which both Indian an^ European 
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comnaoditi^s ar^ £ol^ i and ajsor a tavem 

4 

and cpfFee-housie. In ike broadest part of 
the vailley th^re is ^ small, square^ used as a 
parade for ibj^ t^ps. '• towards ^t^ s^. there 
are some very heavy batteries erected ; . and on^ 
the tops of two of the hills are two stirong 
forts, which cpuld with ease sink any enemy's 
s^ip that should venture to anchor in the 
Roads. Some l^ttje way in the in^terior there 
is a remarkable strong towqr, built entirely o£ 
stone, the walls of which are fifteen feet thick. 
The engineer told me it was impregnable ; that 
it was as solid as the rock on which it is built : 
and that he hoped it would be as durable. 

The only place, at which ships can, anchor 
is opposite the town ; and the water is here so 
deep, that thcjy li^ within a hundred yards of 
the shore. 

I was told, that when tjie English first set- 
tled here, the island was overrun by wild go^its ; 
and that theise animals^ in bpunding from rock 
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to rock, frequentfy threw dowrf larga stones, 
which, falling ofi the roofs of the houses buitt 
under the precipice, occasioned much damage ; 
fliat a rewatrd was in cbnsequence set upon 
their heads ; and every person who brought 
the skin of one of them to a particular office, 
received a sum of money for it; by which 

• means the goats were gradually extirpated. 

The lower class of people here are of a 
tscwny colour, b^ing a mixture of European, 
Indian, and Negro extraction. Of the two 
latter denominations there are still a nmnber 
of slaves on the island. 

Governor Brooke, whose hospitdity and 
Hberality were extended to every person- who^ 

» 

visited the island, having requestfed me to live' 

ft 

with him during itiy stay, rapplied me with a 

• horse, and directed his son to attend me into 
the country; by which means I visited the 
Governor and Deputy Governor's gardens, 
and every other place worth seeing. When 

G 2 
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- , ^ - 

we were about to embark, he sent on board a 
large stock of fruit and vegetables for my use. 

* 

On the evening of the 15 th, after having 
dined with the worthy Governor, we repaired 
on board. The anchor was immediately 
weighed, and in a short time we quitted thia 
romantic scene. 

On the 20th we passed by the Island of 
Ascension, at the distance of only two miles; 

This island, like St. Helena, is also a rock, 

' • ' ■' , *' * 

situated in the great Western Ocean, in the 
eighth degree of south latitude ; but as it does 
hot possess ai;iy springs of fresh water, it is 
not a place of rendezvous for ships : they 
however often stop here to catch turtle, for 
the number and goodness of whiqh this placq 
is celebrated. These animals come on shore 
during the night to deposit their eggs, and the 
people employed to catch them then turn them 
pn their backs, and carry them off at their 
leisure during the day, A few goats are also. 
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fo be seen here, which probably find rain water 
deposited in the cavities of the rocks, or in 
«ome stagnant pools, which enables them to 
subsist. On this day we again had the sun ver- 
tical ; and although we were only eight degrees 
from the equinoctial line, we found the neces- 
sity of putting on our warm clothing. 

On the 26th we re-crossed the line, the 
weather still continuing uncommonly cold. In 
this latitude we caught great numbers of fish : 
we were also followed by a number, of birds 
resembling swallows: It is said that these birds 

never go to the land, but form nests of weeds 

• - « 

and the scum of the sea, which constantly float 
on the water, in which they lay their eggs and 
bring forth their young ; but this story appears 
very improbable. 

I was however told a circumstance which 
is more extraordinary than the above. Captain 
Clark, who was not addicted to fiction, related 
to me, that once he went on shore on the cDast 
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of AfricM, with two bpats, to procurp water for 
thp ship ; that whil^ be w?^ t\\pre, ne^ly 300 
anim^lSji of a size betwj^en a borse and an ass, 
which they call sea-bofs^ (probably seal?)^ 
camiJ out of the sea, and wept above a mile on 
land, leaving very deep impressions of their ^t 
in the sand- When they were r^tur^ng, he 
(the captain) fired his musket at, and killed one 
of them ; that the others, i^ or^er to revenge 
th^ir oompaaion, instantly pursued him; and 
that he and some qf bi» companions only 
escapee^ by hiding themselves amopg the rocks. 
Some of the party got on board one of the 
boats, and pushed off ^p the ship ; but the 
<ri;heT boat was broken to piecps by the enraged 
an^nals. 

On the 26th, at noon, we saw a ship ajt a 
distance, which the captain believing to be 
a, French vessel, cleared hia own, for action^ As 
we wejre then in the tiia^l^ between Europe and 
Amerijca,- an4 most of the kings of Europe 
were at war with each other, these latitudes are 
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considered to be more replete with danger thaii 
any other pari of thiS ocean; it being the 
practice of Eiitope, th^t whenever the ships 
of two enemies tneet at sed, the ihost powerful 
carries his adversary with hiiri into one of hiS 
own ports^ and there sells both ship and cargo 
for his owri advaritagfe; 

After a rilft of some hours, we disfcovered 
that it was ail American ship ; and although 
the English werfe riot at war witli that nation, 
QsLptain Clark ordered the master to bring to, 
and to come on board with his papers. The 
poor fellow, being much frightened, came on 
board, a(nd brought with hiifi his Journal and 
certificates. During the whole of the day he 
was kept as a prisoner, but in the evening 
obtained liberty to proceed on his voyage. 

On the following day we fell in with another 
vessef, from Hamburgh, laden with salt pro- 
.-visions for the Island of Mauritius. This was 
a fine large three-masted ship ; but the captain^ 
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Upon being ordered to stop^ knmediately com- 

4 

plied, and came on board with his papers : he 

also brought us a present of some fresh cheeses, 

which were very acceptable ; and he was per- 

- 
mitted shortly to depart. 

On the night of the 27 th, being then in the 
fifth degree of north latitude, we had again the 
pleasure of beholding the constellations Ursa 
Major and Minor, and the polar star. About 
this time we had a great deal of rain ; and the 
captain assured me that he had constantly 
experienced wet weather in these latitudes. 

On the 7 th of November we a third time 
entered the region of the trade )vinds, for these 
also prevail between the tenth and twenty-eighth 
degrees of north latitude, which carried us on 
with such rapidity, that sometimes the ship went 
ten miles in the hopr ; the waves w€re in con- 
sequence much agitated, and the sea ran nearly 
as high as off the Cape ; but, as the ship was 
well secured and well managed, we did not 
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suflfer those inconyeniences which had been 
experienced on board the. Dane. 

r 

On the 31th we passed within a mile of 
six English Indiamen^ vmder, convoy of a ship 
of war. We showed our colours to each other, 
and passed on. During this part of the voyage 
we also passed by the islands called, by the En* 
/ glish. The West Indies \ but did, not see any p£ 
them, as they lie far west of the track we 
pursued. 

On the l4Ui we were opposite the Canaries, 

or Fortunate Isles, whence the Mohammedans 

commence their longitude. These islands are 

in the thirty-third degree of north latitude,: 

we however passed far to the westward of them. 

We shortly after passed the entrance of the 

Mediterranean Se^, which runs east as far ag 

Aleppo. 

« » 

From the IQth to the 27 th we had contrary 

winds, and the sea ran very high ; but wc 
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iufFdred no oUi6r inconvenience than the w&nt of 
food and sleep. On the ^pth we were opposite 
the entrance of the channel which runs between 
Bngland and France^ bat whidi takes its name 
frbin the former ; and expected to have cast 

anchor in two days at Portsmouth, one of the 
most celebrated ports of England ; but a strong 
easterly wind coiitinuing to blow right against 
M, wc wef uAsible to enter k, and were obliged 
t0. bear aw^ty £ot the dCast of Irelmid. 

It becomes in this place requisite to explain 
(to; my countrymen) the significatioii of several 
English teitos^ inf order that they may more 
folly comprehend my meaning. 

A Charmel means a narrdw part of the sea^ 
confined between two lands, but open at both 
ends. 

A Bay extends hr into the land, is of a 
circular form, and open only on one side* 

A Sea is a large extent of the ocean, but 
u^earfy surrounded by land j as the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, the Gulf of Persia, tlie I^d Sea, &c. 
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M the English Channel runs nearly east 
and west, it is impossible to ^ntei: it if the wind 
blows from the fprmer quarter; when there* 
fore a ship . arrives at this place, if the wind 
be easterly, she is obliged to. beat about till it 
changes. This was precisely our situation ; 
and for two days we continued to tack from 
one side to the othar, without gaining any ad^ 
. vantage. Thus situated, and our captain seeing 
no prospect of a change of wind, and btin^ 
also apprehensive, of falling in with, aome of 
the Frendi cruizers, resolved . to go into the. 
channel which runs between Ireland arid Eng- 
land, ei^led St. Creorgje's Channel, s^ ¥^f^ a 
much modre saie placb, and out c)f the track of 
the enemy. 

In coiasequence of this determination, we 
changed our course, and during the day fell in 
with a two-masted vessel, which had overset in 
the late gale, and been abandoned by her crew ; 
but which, being laden with buoyant articles, 
floated on the water like a kalf^rown^d animal. 
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Captain Clark ordered out his boat^ and' went 
on bodrd her ; and with the assistance of his * 
men, who were good divers, he got out several 
chests of excellent wine, and a quantity of de- 
licious fruits and sweetmeats. As we were now 
near the land, and the weather was excessively 
cold^ we were permitted to have a fire in the^ 
cabin^ over whidh we enjoyed these good- things; 
and were thus in some measure compensated 
fc»' the waint of a £ivourable wind, though at 
the ex^nce of our fellow-creatures, who had 
lost or rather abandoned their property. 

After cruizing for several days in the Irish 
Channel, and the wind still continuing adverse, 
the captain resolved, instead of wasting his time* 
in contending with the elements, to go into the 
Cove of Corky and pass some days there.' 



/ 
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CHAP. VI. 

The skip arrives opposite the toum of Cove, and 
casts anchor. Description of the bay. The 
author lands at the totun, and is hospitably 
treated — visits the city of Cork, which he 
describes — returns to the ship, and determines 
on visiting Lofd Comwallis at Dublin ^^^ 
quits the ship, and, sets out for Cork, where 
he visits Captain B — r. Description of thai 
gentleman* s home and family. The author 
sets out for Duhlin'-^ account of his journey. 

On the fititi of December we had a view of 
the land in the vicinity of the Cove of Cork : 
it consisted of a range of hills^ approaching the 
sea with a gentle slope, and divided by inclo- 
svtres into numerous fields. We soon after 
entered the mouth of the Cdve, between two 
forts, which have been erected to prevent the 
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ships of an enemy from ^entering the harbour. 
After proceeding some distance^ we came to 
another fort^ built with stone^ upon a rock 
in the middle of the bay, which is thereby 
divided into two channels. Having passed the 
fert, we ill aft ^orfc tiilae came of^o^e the 
town of Cove> wd emt anchor. 

We foutt^* here not less^ than forty or fifty 
vessels o£ cliii^rents^ siMSy, three of vMdt% were 
ships^ oi wair. The bay resembles^ a round 
Imsin^ sistetm mileri in^ cimsunfeit^rice^ On its 
$hore is situated' the town, which k built in 
the form, of a crescent^ and defended at e^ch 
end^ by .smalF for^. On one side of the bay, 
a large river, resembling the Ganges, disem- 
bogues itself: tills river esct^iKts a great way 
inland^ and parses by; tiie city of Cork. The 
circular forajt of this^ extensive dieet of water,, 
the verdure of> the hills, the comfortable 
app^rance of the town on one side, and the 
ivumber of elegant houses ^md romantic cott£^9 
QH . the otiier, with the formidable aspect of 
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the forts^ and so many large ahips lywg 
se^irely in the harbour^ conveyed %q my imtA 
such seBsatio»s 9s I h^ never he^^e e^p«r* 
rienced : and a^tho^g^^ in tlj^ coiiufs^^ of m^ 
ti^ye&, I had an opportunity oi afeing \h^ 
Bay ojf GteBoa^ and the Stmits of Qon^nti'^ 
nople^ I do not think either of thiem. isi to he 
<^ompared witi^ this* 

la the afternoon we landed at the town^ 

but feund that its> interior did not correspond) 
with its exterior £^pearaiiioe« It does, not con-*, 
t^in any hand$on>& buildings^ and. is^ in fact^ 
merely the anchoring place hr ships engagedL 
i^ the connnerce of the city of Cork. It cou- 
i^sts oftly of oije street, litjtle more than haj£ 
a, mile long : in the shops, however, were, 
abundance of apples, p^urs, and grapes ;. alsa 
a variety of dried fruits^ Having satisfied 
our curiosity, we. went to tiie post-office, tft 
despatch, our letters. The mistress of, the. 
house being of a hospitable disposition, insisti^ 
uppn our staying to dinner, and, assisted; by 



». 



p6 THE TKAYELS OP 

her sojns and daughters^ waited upon us at 
table. Our meal con^sted of fish, beef, 
butter, potatoes and other vegetables, all of 
so excetleut a quality, that in my whole life 
I never tasted any equal to them. Cork is 
celebrated for all these articles ; and ships are 
sent here, all th& way from London, to pro- 
cure them for that market. When we were 
about to return to our ship, we wished to pay 
for our dinner, as is the custom in Europe; 
but our hostess would not accept a fcrthing, 
iand strongly advised us to come on shore iii 
the morning, and proceed to the city, which 
she assured us was well worth seeing. We 

agreed, and early next day went to her house. 

■- ' • 

She furnished us with horses; and ordered 

her son, a fine youth of fifteen years of age, 
to accompany us. The conduct and appear- 
ance of this amiable woman astonished me: 
she had been the mother of twenty -one 
children, eighteen of whom were then living, 
and most of them present in the house ; not- 
withstanding which she had not the appearance 
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t>f old age, and I should not have supposed her 
more than thirty. 



\ 



After travelling about three mjile^, we came 
to the bank of the river (Lee), in which we 
found a number of small ships at anchor. At 
t;his place there is a good ferry ; and our horses 
■being- very quiet, we easily got them into the 
boat, and in a short time crossed over. From 
hence to the city was nine miles, the whole of 
which extent is highly cultivated, and adorned 
with country-houses, groves, gardens, &c. 



We arrived at the city about noon, and put 
up at an excellent hotel, the apartments of 
Mrhich we found elegant, and the servants atten- 
tive. After a short time we walked out to see 
the town ; but it being the winter season, and 
the streets very dirty, we did not derive so 
much satisfaction as we otherwise should. 
The part of the town we visited consists of 
houses built of brick and mbrtar, very regular, 
and fo\ir stories highi with handsome doors 
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and glazed windows, and fitted up in the in- 
terior with great elegance. The ^ops -wem 
handsome, and filled with every requisite^ 
either for use or luxury ; but as this city ha» 
been erected for the purposes of commerce, 
more pains have been taken to facilitate the 
importation and exportation of goods, than to 
preserve uniformity and regularity : it has 
therefore no extensive squares, and is inter- 
sected by canals lined with stone, by which 
vessels can either approach the wardbouses of 
the merchants, or may be hauled into dock, to 
be repaired. Over these canals are thrown draw- 
bridges, which can be opened and ^ut at plea- 
sure ; but, owing to the stagnant water, and the 
filth which is thrown into them, disagre^te 
smells Irequently arise, which are not only nau* 
seous, but must be unwholesome. The situa- 
tion of the city is also so low, that you scarcdy 
discover it till you come close to it. 

Having made a hearty dinner at the hotel, 
and the captain being in expedtiatbn of a 



dnuagne of wind^ W0 deemed ijt imprudent tp 

nemain hece any longer : we therefore mounted 

our .horses, and returned, by the same road 

wa came, to the Cov^, and slept on board our 

ship* 

« 
J>uriQg my visit to Cork, I learned that 

hofrd Comwallis (late Governor of India), who 
was the represtotative of the King in this 
island^ having quelled the rebellion which Jiad 
disturbed this country for several years, was 
pettfed in Dublin. As this city was only three 
days* journey from Cork, and it had always 
been my intentiipn, after seeing England, to pay 
my respects to his lordship, it now occurred 
to me, that it wpilld be better, as chance had 
l^rQwn nie in his vicinity, to anticipate my 
ini^ei>tions, and to take this opportunity of 
]^aitii^ on him. I was further induced to this 
detenpination by the beauty of the country, 
and from having learnt that tvs^o ships had 
lately . been lost in the English Channel. I 
jhef^fpre resolyed to quit the $hip a,t this place. 
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and, after first visiting Dublin, proceed thence 
to London. Having communicated my in- 
tentions to my friend. Captain R ^n, he 

resolved to accompany me: we therefore left 
our heavy luggage and servants on board the 
ship, and, having landed with a small trunk of 
clothes, agaia set out for Cork. This time* 
we proceeded by water, in an open boat, and 
took up our lodgings at the hotel where we had 
formerly dined. 

On the day after our arrival^ we were 
agreeably < surprized by a visit from Captain 

B — ^r, an old friend of Captain R -n, and 

a gentleman wkh whom I had formed an ac- 
quaintance in Rohilcund, during the war with 
Ghoolam Mohammed Khan. He had heard 
of our arrival, and came to see us. After the 
usual inquiries respecting our health, &c. he 
insisted that we should accompany him to his 
house, which was situated a few miles in the 
country ; to which we agreed, and were most 
hospitably entertained. I was delighted with 
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the beauty of his park and gardens, and the 
regularity and good arrangement of all his 
apartments and offices. I was particularly 
pleased with his cook-room, it being the first 
regular kitchen I had seen : the dressers for 
holding china, the racks for depositing the 
dishes after they were washed, the pipes of cold 
and boilers of hot water, which, merely by 
turning a cock, were supplied in any quantity 
that could be required, with the machinery for 
roasting meat, which was turned by smoke, 
all excited my admiration. At Cove I saw a 
spit for roasting meat turned by a dog. The 
poor animal was put into a hollow wheel, and, 
being impatient at his confinement, endea- 
voured to clamber up the wheel : by this 
exertion he gave the machine a rotatory 
motion, which was communicated by a chain 
to the spit, and thus regularly turned every 
part of the meat towards the fire. I was 
told that the dog had been thus employed, 
for . two or three hours every day, for fifteen 
ypars. 
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Captain B — r informed me that he had 
purchased this estate, which was situated on the 
bank of the river, and only four miles from 
Cork, for 20,000 rupees (^.2,500). Part of it 
was arable land, some of it meadow, and. the 
rest, except the garden, was laid out in pasture 
for sheep and cows. He told me that it sup- 
plied him with more corn, straw, and hay, than 
he could use, also with abundance of milk, 
fruit, potatoes, and other vegetables ; that he. 
reared hi& own sheep and poultry; and was 
only obliged to go to market for beef, gro- 
ceries, and wine: in short, he lived on this 
little estate with more comfort and plenty than 
an English gentleman could in India upon an 
annual income of a lac of rupees (i^. 12,500), 

'this gentleman's family consisted, in all, 
of twelve persons, two of whom were his 
nieces. One of these ladies was witty and 
agreeahle ; the other handsome, but reserved: 
Several of the young men of Cork had made 
them offers of marriage; but they were so 
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impressed with their own powerful attractions, 
that they were difficult to please, and would 
not yield their liberty to any of their admirers. 
These ladies, during dinner, honoured me with 
the most marked attention ; and as I had never 
4)efore experienced so much courtesy from 
beauties, I was lost in admiration. After dinner 
these angels made tea for us ; and one of them 
having asked- me if it was sweet enough, I 
replied, that, having been made by such hands, 
it could not but be sweet. On hearing this, 
all the company laughed, and my fair one 
Mushed like a rose of Damascus. 

Another remarkable person in this fiimily 
was named Deen Mohammed. He was a native 
of Moorshedabad in bengal, and had been 
brought up from his childhood by an elder 
brother of Captain B — ^r's, who, on his return 
to Europe, brought this lad with him, and sent 
him to school in Cork, to- learn to read and 
write English. At the school he became ac- 
quainted with a pretty girl, the daughter of 
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respectable parents, apd persuaded her to elope 
with him. They went to another town, where 
they were married, and then returned to Cork. 
They have had several fine children ; and he 
has published a book, giving some account of 
himself, and of the customs of India. 

On the 8tli of December, having previously 
engg^ed places for Dublin, at the rate of three 
guineas each, we set out in the mail coach. 
As this carriage has the privilege of con- 
veying the letters from the post-office, and the 
roads were not vyet quite secure, we were 
escorted by three dragoons, who were regularly 
relieved whenever we stopped to change hojrses. 
For the above reason we also stof^ped during 
the night. On this road we found ample sup- 
plies of every thing requisite. We breakfasted 
the first day at a small newly- built town, 
called Fermoy, and dined and slept at ClonmelL 
The people of the inns, ' on hearing the sound 
of the coachman's horn, had every thing pre- 
pared, so that there was never the smallest 
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delay i We however • could not either eat or 
deep comfortably, for the hurry of the coach- 
man, who threatened, if we were not ready on 
the blowing of his horn, that he would leave 
us behind ; in which casg we should not only 
have lost our passage, but probably our luggage,, 
and at all events have been separated from our 
companions. The second day we breakfasted at 
Kilkenny : this city is celebrated throughout 
Irelind for the purity of its air, the. fineness of 
its water, the healthiness of its situation, and 
the beauty and urbanity of its inhabitants. 
I was so delighted with the transient view' I had 
of it, that" I would not sit down to break&st,, 
but, having taken a piece of. bread in my hand, 
walked to the river : this I found came rolling, 
down a verdant hill at some distance, but was 
in its progress interrupted by a fall, which 
added much to the beauty of the scenery. On 
the opposite side of the river, the ground was 
laid out in gardens and orchards, resemblii^. 
a terrestrial paradise ; in short, I am at a loss 
for words' to express the delight I felt <m 
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beholding this chanxiii^ place. Dunng- the 
night, we slept at the town of Carlow, and on 
tfie followittg evening entered Dublin. 

This three days' journey Was throu^ 
a hilly country, so that we were constantly 
ascending and descending ; we did not however 
meet with any very steep mountains. The 
villages in this country much resetobte those of 

Iiidia. The roofs of the houses are thatched 
with straw, and bound down with osiers ; but in 
some instances they are covered with sods, 
whifcA have tlie grass growing a span high out 
of them. Few villages contain more than a 
dozen houses. The poverty of the peasants, 
or commbft people, in this country, is such, 
llhat th^ peasants of India are rich when com- 
pared to therii. 'iliis poverty arises from two 
cauises ; first, the high price of provisions ; 
and, secondly, the quantity of clothes and fuel 
requisite to keep them warm in so cold a cli- 
mate. Notwithstanding the sharp stones over 
wMch ihey are obliged to travel, and the ex- 
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cessiv« cold of th6 climate, they ne>fer \^ear a 
^oe, but during the whole yeat go about i^lA 
bare legs and bare arms; in conitequenfce of 
which, these parts of them ate as red as the 
the feet of a Hindoo woman who has been ap- 
pffying Mendee : (the leaves of the Spfuerdnthiii 
Indicus.) 

I was informed, that many of these people 
never taste meat during their Kves, but subsist 
entirely upon potatoes ; and that, in the farm- 
bouses, the goats, pigs, dogs, meh, women, and 
dhildren, lie all together. Whilst on our jour- 
ney, the boys frequently ran for miles with the 
coadi, in hopes of obtaining a piece of breiad. 

Notwithstanding the poverty of the pea- 
sants, the country is well cultivated, and very 
fertile ; it produces great quantities of wheats 
barley, peas, turnips, and, above all, potatoes. 
Rice, both of Bengal and America, is pro- 
curable every where, though at a high pi^ce. 
Wherever I dined, a plate of this grain was 
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always boiled^ and brought to table for my ex- 
clusive use; my host and his other guests 
contenting themselves with bread and vegeta- 
bles. The horses and cows are fed during 
winter, while the ground is covered with- snow, 
on dry grass and grain, and the sheq) on 
turnips. 

Here is found a kind of earth, called Turfy 
which is unfit for tillage, but makes tolerable 
fuel ; it is however not equal to tlie other kind 
of fuel used in these countries, called Cba/, 
which is , a species of black stone, dug out of 
mines, and afTords a great heat. Turf is never- 
theless better than the composition of cow 
dung, used by the poor in India. 
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CHAR VII. 

The Author arrives at Dublin^ and hires lodgings. 
Description of the city, and of the interior 
of the houses. Lighting of the streets at 
night. Squares. Infatuation of Europeans 
respecting Statues. Account of Phoenix Park 
' — jhe Light-house and Pier — the river, and 
canals. Description of the College — Par Ha- 
ment House — Custom House, and Exchange 
^"^Churches — Barracks, and Hospitals. The 
Author visits the Theatre — his account of 
an Harlequin entertainment, and other public 
exhibitions. 

Upon our arrival in Dublin, we found the 
inn, at ,which the coach stopped, quite fuUt 

we were therefore obliged to go to an hotel 

frequented only by lords and dukes, and where, 

of course, the charges were very high. But, 
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by the advice of a gentleman who came in the 
coach with us from Cork, I went next day 
and hired a lodging in English Street, near 

the College, at the house of a Mrs. B ^1, 

a widow lady of an amiable dispo^tion, who 
had s0vjBral very fine children- In this country 
it is not customary to take lodgings by the 
month, but only by the week : I therefore 
engaged two rooms, at a guinea a week. 
I always breakfasted at home, the servants of 
the house purchasing for me excellent tea, 
sugar, bread, and butter. 

During the first week pf my reside^c^ in 
Dublin, I d^ily accompanied Captain R— ^ — ^n 
to some of the coffee-houses, where we dined 
at about five shillings expense ; but in a short 
time I had so many invitations, that I was 
seldom disengaged. Every gentleman who 
wished to invite me to his house, first called, 
and then sent a note, to request I would dine 
with him on such a day. Sometimes they 
brought the note with them, and^ if I hap- 
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.pened to be absent from home^ left their 
names written on a card, together with the 
mvitation« 

Captain R ^n, having paid his respects 

to the Lord Lieutenant, and seen every thing 
he deemed worthy of observation in Dublin^ 
determined to proceed immediately to London : 
but, as I had no particular object in view, and 
was highly gratified by the attention and hos* 
pitality of the Jri^h, I resolved to continue some 
time longer in this country, even at the risk 
of parting with my friend, and trusting myself 
entirely among strangers. Of this, .however^ 
I had no cause to repent ; for my acquain- 
^tances, finding that after the departure of Cap- 
tain R ^n I was left without a companion, 

redoubled their attentions to me : and I found, 
that by not having any person to interpret for 
me, I made much more progress in acquiring 
tjbe English language* 

As my principal object in undertaking the 
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journey to Dublin was to pay my respects to 
Marquis Cornwallis, the second day after my 
arrival I sent my compliments to his lordship, 
and, if agreeable, I would wait upon him : in 
reply to which, I received a polite message frc«n 
his lordship, expressive of his happiness at my 
safe arrival, afid desiring to see meat a certain 
hour on the following day. I accordingly 
waited upon his lordship, by whom I was most 
graciously received. He directed his secretary 
to provide me with whatever I required, and 
depute some person to show me all the . cu- 
riosities of the place. He further requested 
that I would favour him frequently with 
my company at the Castle. During my stay 
in Dublin, I paid my respects to his lord- 
ship every week, and was each time ho- 
noured with fresh proofs of his kindness and 
friendship. 

I shall here endeavour to ^ve my Readers 

» 

some description of this city, certainly the most 
magnificent I had hitherto seen. 
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' Dublin is the capital of Ireland : it is situ-- 
ated within a few miles of the sea^ and is about 
twelve miles in.dncumference. Many of the 
houses are « built of hewn stone^ and do not 
appear as if any mortar was used in their con-^ 
struction^ the stones fittings so exactly into eadi 
other. The generality of the houses arie how- 
ever built of brick and mortar^ neatly laid 
together: the bricks are of sl large size,' azid 
the mortar appears as a white border round 
their edges. All the houses in a street are of 
the same height^ which, gives an uniformity of 
appearance that is very pleasing : in the inside 
they are generally painted white, or of dif- 
fb:ent colours, and have all glazed windows^ 
Most' of them consist of four stories, one of 
which is under ground; in this they have 
apartments fitted up for cooking, washing, 
and keeping coals, wine, &c. The ground 
floor is appropriated to shops or oiffices, and 
eating rooms. The next story is the most 
elegantly ornamented, and is used for the re- 
ception of company : the one above that is 
VOL. I. I 
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divided into bed roosn$» for : the master and 
sniatre^s^ or tjlieir visitors : and fhe upper story^ 
of afiy the windows of which rise alx)Ye the 
loof of the house^ and where the ceilings are 
kzWy is allotted as sleeping apartments fbr the 
servants* The voofs of die houses are covered 
with thki blue stones^ whidi are closely fitted^ 
and nailed c^ narrow slips of boards said am 
much handsomer and more duraUe than tiles. 

. • * « • 

. Tlie apartments are in general fitted up 
with gzeat eiegance. The window curtains vSire 
dther of beauti&l diintf, silk^ or vebet* The 
rest of the. furniture consists of mirrors, gi. 
jBanidole$^ .pictures, mahogany taUes, cfaair% 
ix)ud)es^ &c. lii ev^ry apartment th^e is a 
place for a fire, the machine for hoUing which 
IS comppsed of steel and bmss, very highly po*> 
lished, and ornamented. T|ie front of the fire^. 
place is adorned by marble ^abs, one of wfaidt 
is laid horizontally,, and upon which^ in the 
summer, they place bouquets <^ flowers^ aiid> in 
the winter^ various ornaments of china^ spars, &c. 
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NotMng in tiietr hous^ attracted my ad^ 
immtion to much as what I have just describe^ 
.trtilifc)r aiid omacoent being therem happik 
hlraided* Th^ wall?; of the rooms are covered with 
Variegated paper^ with which the pattern of thf? 
carpet6 in g^ieral corr^pond. The ecttrance to 
(tiie house is b^ a door &d the eating fioor^ at 
-which the number of the house and the nam^ 
of the master are either painted, or engraved oft 
a brass plate. On every door there is fixed a 
ht}tO€$^'^ by strikkig of wijich you give notice to 
Ithe servants, * when you wish to enter; but tn 
^omehbui^es tbeyhav^ bells fixed for this purpoto. 
In the room b^low ^tsir^, where the servants 
4ssemble> tiiere are several bells fixed> wbicb. 
'Communicate by wires with the dtiFeFefit apartr 
rnent^; and being all numbered^ upon the 
ringing of any bell the servants immediately 
Iwow where their presence is required. 

The streets of this city are in general wide, 

and are divided into three portions ; the twp 

jsidesy which are fla^;ed^ are appropriated tp 

I 2 
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foot passengers ; and the middle part, which is 
paved with stones, is used for horses and car- 
riages. In front of the houses of noblemen and 
gentlemen there is an iron railing which pro- 
jects some yards into the street, by which light 
and air are admitted into the lower floor, and 
heavy or dirty articles can be taken out or in 
through a door in the railing, without defiling 
the house. 



* Many of the best streets are entirely oc- 
cupied by shops : these have all large glazed 

1 

window^, in which the articles are exhibited, to 
attract purchasers. They have also over the doors 
a plank painted black, on which is inscribed, 
in gold letters, the name and profession of the 
owner. . These shops are at night brilliantly 
lighted up, and have a handsome effect. In 
them is to be found whatever is curious or . 
valuable in the world. My attention was par- 
ticularly attracted by the jewellers' and milliners* 
repositories ; nor were the fruiterers or pastry- 
cooks' shops wthout th^ir attractions. I gene- 
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rally spent an hour between breakfast and 
dinner in -some one of these places. 

At night, both sides of the street are lighted 
up, by lamps suspended in glass vases at the 
height of ten or twelve feet from the ground ; 
which, with the addition of the numerous can- 
dles burning in the shop windows, render it as 
light as day. One of the streets thus lighted 
up, in which were several chemists' shops con- 
taining glass vases filled with different coloured 
liqiiids, put me in mind of the Imam BArek 
(Mausoleum) at Lucknow, when illuminated, 
during the reign of the late Nabob Assuf ad 
I^owleh. This being the first town I had seen 
well lighted at night, it impressed me with a 
great idea of its grandeur, nor did it after- 
wards suffer in my estimation by a comparison 
with London. 

The crowd of people who are constantly 
walking the streets is astonishing ; and they 
have acquired such dexterity by habit, that they 
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lieyer run against each Other. I could fiot help 
admiring some girk^ whcv either from the coUU 
ness of the weather, or their natural high flovv 
of spirits, diadasined to walk ddfil;)erately, hut 
bounded through the crowd, ivithoat touching 
wy one, ad if they had been going dORvn a 
daoceb 

In this, 3od ^ ^ other cities oC JElm^Qipei 
ihare are 9o mj^ny catr^^ges of dif^retit kinds^ 
that I may Mfely ^er, from th^ day I arriv^ 
in Dubhn^ tiU I quijtted Paris, the sound of 
coadu wheds was n^ver out of my eaiK. There 
ai:e seven hundred regi^red coadies here^ 
wh^h nev^ gp outt ^ ^ town^ but nj^jely 
carry passengers from on^ Street tp: Mp^ker; 
Beodes these, eveiy ooUeman Of^ ^Qtliemaa 
of fortuxife^ ke^s his own oanriage, so^ie of 
which are drawn by two horses, others by four 
or six. The horses are of a large breed pe- 
cuJjar to these jkiiigdoms ; and they ajife used 
fQr all kinds of work, even fpr plpughiog the 
groundi The only use made of bujlocks in thjls 
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country is' to eat llienlv The ^eep here have 
mA liEB-gp tails^ but are very delicious fobd* 
The fowls^ are also very fiae^ of the stot cS 
geese> aad give very large ef^* . 

In this city thera am several extensive and 
^autiM stjo&res : i»itiie dentr^ of eac^t i$ g^ . 
nersJIy a fbimtah, 4^t which d cupola ifr 
ereeted^ ^f^ti^t&t it fyonv tHe dC|U : the watef 
issued from the heads o€ lions, or some othei* 
MAtnti, ^imd in' sid«e ; but, to^ prevent th0 
water hemg ^^sted, every pipe has a^ i^crew 
to it, whicft, vii^n> ^^ p^s^tk^ haS fitl^ hi^ 
buckets^ he tuinis, and: the water ceases to flow. 
In some of the squares there is a ^bHef ptat^ 
fortn erected, on which is placed thef eq[ue^t!riait 
statue ofotle of their kings; and when seen fromf 
a distance, it appears as if the horse was curu 
vetting in the air. Thbse feuntains and' sta^ue^ 
have an iron railingf>dund then! ; 'and at night} 
Ikmps^ are affiled thereto, tb' preVeAt ptopl<l 
from hurting dlemselves by running against 
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In this country^ and all through Europe^ 
but especially in France ahd in Italy, statues 

m 

ft 

of stone and marble are held in high estimation, 
approaching to idolatry. Once in ray presence, 
in London, a figure which had lost its head, 
arms, aind thighs, and of which, in short, no- 
, thing but the trunk remained, was sole} for 
40,000 rupees (j^.SOOO), ,Jt is reMly asto* 
nishing that, people possessing so inach'know-^ 
ledge and good sense, and who. reproach the 
nobility of Hindoostan with wearing goM and 
silver ornaments like women, shcmld be .thus 
tempted by Satan to throw; away (heir money 
upon useless blocks. Th^re is a, great variety 
of these figures, and they seejn to have, appro* 
priate statues for every situation : thus,, at the 
doors or gs^es, they have huge janitors ; , in the 
interior they have figures of women dancing 
with tambourines . and other, musical instru- 
ments ; over the chimney-pieces they place 
some of the heathen dei ti^ of Greece ; in the 
burying grounds they have the statues xy£ the 
deceased ; and , in the gardens they put up 
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* devil$> tigers, or wolves in pursuit of a-fox^ 
in hopes that animals, on beholding^ tb^ie 
figure, will be frightened, and not. come into 
the garden. 

The centre part of some of the squares 
is laid out in handsome girdens, where the 
genteel inhabitants walk every morning and 
eveniiig, and from which the common peo- 
ple are excluded^ Bands of wandering mu- 

>/sieians also come here, and play for .a small 

•reward. 



Besides the sqcuunes, they have in Europe 
other places of recreation for the inhabitants, 
called Parks : these are an extent of ground 
inclosed with a wall, containing rows of shady 
trees, verdant pastures, and. brooks of water, 
over; which are. thrown ornamental ardies, 
either of stone or marble. Cattle ai^lshe^ 
9i:e permitted to graze in these parks ; and d^er 
are fr^uently allowed to run wild in th$m> 
9xid increase their numbers. The flesh of the 
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Ua^mej^otied animals id higUy priaed ; aad 
nflMn one of them is reqtiured for the table, a 
gdod marksmaii i& employed to kill him yfiOt 
a musket. In some of the parks, ibese zbA 
handsome l3uildings and delightful gardens, to 
^wdn the mhahitsmte of the city resort in great 
numbers on Sundi^s* 

* 

The eountr^^ all round Dublin is very pie^ 
tiiresque, and in :thdt respect it &r smpasseif 
Loadon. At the distaiBoe of a few miles from 
the city, there is a great variety of hamlets 
and country-houses, where the people of opu- 
kaiee reside during the smmner. 

The most dmrming^ plaee I haa^ ever be^ 
keldi is Ffaomix "Ssxk. Besides the^ beauties 
vtbuAi 1 faaaioe descrifaed as belonging to parks 
m general^ it oontains^ sevei^ buildings of hewn 
sitone ; aoid the Dublin^ river rois through the 
tmddle of it) tb€f banks <>f which are sk^)ed^ 
2Knd formed into verdant kwns; smd over the 
sIreaJny are eiaected two elegant stone bric^eft^ 
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H sd»> conttius 9€vef ^ n«n^ pomidB or hilte, 
on the shaded sideis^ of whicb^ duf xng the vnnteri 
snow is sometimes to be seen, while the other 
f9xt& retain their vei^wQ : %\m forseB an agree* 
2^ble eo&tiBaflt, mA i^endera the wiiole of ih€ 
^eenevy peci^ariy mtofftstis^t. Ovt viewing 
tins deUghtfip^ spot,. I wafl niade ssisiblle of the 
|i|Ns s^timeoils of tlie English gentlemen in 
hniig^ who^ noti^ith^nding tbeiir higb raak 
md gKcait incoflfi^^ oc^naidBr that country m 
nwrely * place of tempomtyac^oum, aad have 
&eir tho^hts always bent i:^n retiMming to 
4»eir nati¥e land. 

Another captivating scene near Dublin is 
the sea side, the prospect from which is beau^ 
tifiil, and enlivened by the view of many 
humiii^ shigs at andicr. All aloi^ the shore, 
&T' several.' miles^ they ha^ure wooden houses 
pliiQ9^ upon vi^eels,. for the conuenirnice of 
fmit^ bathii^. These maphines are drawn 
by hpifseS' into /the proper c^pdi of watep: a 
dooe then opens tewanh^tiie sea^ and a person 
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may perform his ablutions with the greatest 
privacy, and benefit to his health. 

The greatest curidsity of this city isj a tower 
which is built in the sea, at the distance of two 
miles, and is united to the shore by a wall or 
pier forty yards in breadth. On this tower 
they every night light up an immense lanteiqi 
with a great number of lamps ; by seeing 
which, the people x>n board ships, boui^ for ihis 
h3rbour,.steer their course, and avoid the i^oate 
and rocks which obstruct the free navigation of 
this port. Besides the advantage of a safe com- 
munication with the Light-house, the Pier is 
useful, to prevent the sea from encroaching on 
-the city. 

The rivCT which- runs through Dablin is 
:called the LifFy, and is as large as the. Goompty 
(of Lucknow), when full : both banks of it aire 
lined with stone ; and there are six handsome 
bridges over it. The sides of these bridges are 
dctfended by iron, railings, to which are affixed 
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a number of the ' glass vases I have before de- 
scribed^ for holding lamps ; and at nighty when 
these are lighted up, they have quite the ap- 
pearance of Uluminations made by the: nobility 
of Hindoostauy on a marriage, or some other 
rejoicing. In this country there are nu-^ 
merous canals, for the conveyance of coals 
iand other heavy goods from one part of the 
kingdcun to another* There is one which nins 
from . Dublin to Limerick, upon which are 
several covered boats resembling our budge- 
rows.; but some of these are much larger, and 
will carry a great number of passengers. These 
boats are drawn by horses, which proceed along 
a level road formed on the bank of the canal, 
which is genierally shaded by rows of trees. 
By the contrivance of gates or locks, a sufficient 
quantity of water is always retained in the 
canals; and in case of its overflowing, it 
can be let off into other channels. In the 
vicinity of this city are also several docks for 
building ships, the construction of which Is 
very curious. 
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Of the public bttiMiags, the Coll^qge is (he 
iDoel celebraljed. The entrance to UtAi k 
1&f 00^ a lo% archttd gaiteuray ; ^opposite Id 
whkh is ft buMilg five etories high^ ccmi- 
tainkig ^ Apartments of the students, of 
^hom there have imexi, some yters, as many 
m tnvehre kandosd lat ^e aame iisne. The 
iibrary is a verytsiegaat rocm, one hundred 
ysards » hvsB^y tmd twenty in biteadtib: tbe 
mdh Bre all fitted vqp with, shelves^ wfaidl 
^contajn above AQ^OdQ '\rol;innes, in !(%uioias lan^ 
giaftges^ and ejHcry branch ^of sciem^e. I was 
ismck pleased to find iiere sev^i^I Persiasi 
iiodcs.; among; whic^ wefe two vbry elegant 
it)an»sc^ipt <^ie6 of the Shaimdffrieh^ and die 
Five Poem€i of Nizamy. The Museusn is 
also a &ie room: it contains a great number 
€xf ci^iosities^ principally brought fi%)m foreign 
countries : one of these was a human body 
wrapt up in cloths and gum, which had 
been brought from the pyramids of Egypt- At 
the back of the College is an extensive mea* 
dow, divided into walks, and shaded by trees^ 
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tvliich serves as a place of recreatioa for the 
ctudents. 



At the time of my visit to the College^ the 
i^ief or head of the University was Provost 
€ r- ■ y . He first honoured me with an invi-* 
tation to inspect the College, and afterwards 
requested I would fiivour him with my com- 
pany to dinner. He, and his lady, a very sen^ 
sible and intelligent woman, behaved to me 
with the most marked attention and politeness. 
At his table I had the pleasure of meeting with 
Dr. B—^n, a member of Parliament, and a 
great favourite of the people of Ireland; also 
« Dr. H— 1 ; both of whom afterwards ho- 
xioured me with their friendship. I was so 
much pleased with the wit and agreeable con- 
versation of Mrs. B — ^n, that I vsrote a poem 
in her praise, and sent it to her from London. 

Next in rank among the public buildings^ 
is the Parliament House. This is divided into 
two large apartments, and several offices. In 
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one of the apartments the Lords meet ; and 
in the other, the Commons, or representatives 
of the people, assemble. These rooms are himg 
round with tapestry^ on which are depicted the 
representations of battles, and other events that . 
occur in their history. At first I thought they 
were paintings, but, upon examination, discor 
vered, to my great astonishment, that the 
figures were all worked on the cloth. 

< 
I next visited the Custom House, and the 

Exchange : these are both noble buildings. Jn 
the former, the duties upon all goods exported 
or imported are received ; and in the latter the 
merchants assemble to negotiate their concerns. 
One of the greatest curiosities I observed here 
was a wind clock : it had a dial resembling a 
common clock, with two hands, which indi- 
cated . the exact point whence the wind blew. . 
I afterwards proceeded to the Courts of Law, 
and then to a superb dome called the Rotunda. 
This latter place was built for a public music- 
room, and will hold 4000 persons, but is 
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now used by , Govertiment as a barrack for 
soldiers. 



The five buildings I have mentioned are con- * 
i 
I structed of beautiful hewn stone ; and the four 

latter have, in the center of each, a lofty dome, 

whence, through large glazed windows, the light 

is communicated to the interior : they are also 

adorned in front by arcades of lofty pillars. 

In this city there are a gfeat number of places 
of public won^ip, several of \¥hich I visited. 
The most celebrated of them is called Christ 
Church : it is very large, and above 600 years 
old. In it, they never permit the men and 
women to sit together, which appears to me an 
excellent regulation. The barracks of Dublin 
are very extensive ; and there are two handsome 
parades, well paved and flagged, for the exercise 
of troops in rainy weather. 

• The public hospitals of this city are nu- 
fnerous, and are admirable institutions. One 

VOL. I. K 
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of theae is for the ctelivery rf po6r pr^nant 
women ; another for the reception and educa-^ 
tion of orphans ; and a third for the maintenance 
of wounded or worn-out soldiers. 

In these countries it is common for persons, 
when dying, to bequeath estates or Jarge sums 
o( money, to endow hospitals. Or for other cha- 
ritable purposes. This custom is truly praise- 
worthy, and should be accepted as an excuse 
for those, who, during their existence in this 
world, hoard up their riches, and often deny 
themselves the enjoyments of life. 

In this city there are but two hot baths, the 
roofs of which resemble large ovens. They 
are not properly fitted up; and are so small^ 
that with difficulty they hold one person ; and 
even then the water does not rise above hfe 
middle. Being a case, of necessity, I bathed in 
^ne of them ; but there were not any atten- 
dants tp aj^sist me ; and instead of a rubber, I 
was obliged to use a brush> made (I hope) of 
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hdtse*s Hair^ such a^ they ckfin shoes ^th. 
Hie fact 16^ that in winter the pec^)le of Dublin 
never b^he^ and in sunmier they ^ into the 
tea or rtwr : these baths are ther^re entirely 

desig^ied for inyalids or convalescents. 

. » , '. 

• •• 

Dublin can boast but of two public 'Hieatres 

CT Play-houses, each of which will contain 

spoilt 1500 pensons. The half of the building 

whidi is appropriated to ihe audience is divided 

into* three parts, denominated, the Boxes, Pit, 

and <5altery : the first of these is inteiKled for 

tfie nobility and gentry, the second for the 

tradesmen, and the third foof 'the lotkrer classes 

of people. The prices of \aeknittaiice are, five 

flings, three shillings, and one shillif^. The 

other half of the building is occupied by the 

iltage, oil which the actors exhibit : this is sub- 

4i¥i<l6d;:b|^^ number of curtains and scenes;- 

ufKm Di^iieh are pmnt^ dtie^, castles, gardens, 

^M^te, .&c. The whole of the- house is well 

lighted, by candles placed in chandeliers^ 

lf;ist]?es5 &c. 
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In the exhibition which abided me the 
greatest amusement, the actors spoke in some 
barbarous language. One of them rqnreseitted 
an Ethiopian magician, ' called Hariequm^ with 
whom the daughter of a nobleman falls despe- 
rately in love : the magician in consequence 
conveys her, while asleep in her bed, to his 
own country. Here she is visited by the Queen 
of the Fairies, and several of her attendants, 
all o{ whom descend on the stage in flying 
thrones: they teproach her for her partiality 
to such a wretch, and advise hqr to discard 
him : she, after showing evident proofs of her 
attachment to the magician, yields to their 
advice, and requests they will assist her to 
retura home. The queen orders one of the 
attendants to accompany the young lady, and 
to remain with her as a protection against the 
power of the tnagidan, and to assist her &ther 
and her intended husband. Harlequin however 
contrives to visit his mistrc»5S ; and the lovers 
being soon reconciled, they atteippt at one 
time to escape in a coach, at another in a 
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lihijp, but are always brought baibk: «.At l^gth^ 
in one of the afirays^ the fiither is wounded, 
and confined to his bed : here he is visited by 
the AngeLof Death, represented by the skeleton 
of a. man with a dart in his hand, who tells him 
fae must eitb^ marry his daughter to Har* 
lequin, or accosipany him. The fether consents 
to the marriage, yrfiich is celebrated with great 
rejoicings; and thus ends the farce. Another 
of 'their exhibitions wfis named The TaJting 
of Seringffpaiam : all the scenes in this, were 
taken firdm a book recently published, con^ 
taining ari account of the late war in Mysore^ 

« 

and the Ml. of Tippoo &iltan. . The repre*^ 
saataticm was so correct, that every thing 
appeared natural ; and the conclusion was very 
^Ssoking. . 

I was much entertained by an exhibition 

of Horsemanship, by Mr. Astley and his com- 
pany. They haye an established house in 
Londony but come over to Dublin for four or 
five months in every year, to gratify the Irish, 
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l)^ difipkying their skill in this Bcumct^ which 
&r sorpn^ any thin^ I ewr saW in 



I was also much astonished on seeing a 
new invention of the Europeans, called a Pan. 
wwkai : The soene was * Gibraltar, a cdebrated 
.fort belongihg to the EhgKsh^i at the entraqce 
of the Mediterranean Sea, on. tlie coast of Spain; 
I was led by a dark ehtrance into the middle of 
9 large room^ round vAivAi a pidture of tlus 
lamed fortress was hung ; but, by ^ome Con-i 
trivande, the light was so directed, thkt every 

object apf)eased as natural m life. They also 
-exhibited an engagelnent between ah Ebglidi 
and a French fleet, in which not only the noise 
of cannon was distinctly heard, but alsd the 
balls flew about, and carried away the masts 
and sails of the adversaries* ships. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Charojcter of the Irish. Caricatures. Trouble-- 
some curiosity of the common people. Heavy 
fall of snow. Severe cold. Climate of Ireland 

■' -'^advantages thereof Skating.- Account of 
the author^ s particular friends or patrons. 
Mode of living of the Irish. The author 
leaves Dublin — his passage to England-^ 
he lands at Holyhead. Description of TVales, 
and of tlie city of Chester, The author arrives 
in London, 

X SHALL here endeavour to sketch the cha- 
i^ter of the Irish. The greater proportion q( 
them are Roman-Catholics, or followers of the 
leligicm of the Pope. Their churches are how- 
ever built in the same form as those of the 
English, whom they call Dissenters or Philo- 
tophers (f. €. Deists or Atheists). 
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They are not so intolerant as the English^ 
neither have they the austerity and bigotry of 
the Scotch. In bravery and determination^ 
hospitality and prodigality, freedom of speech 
and open-heartedne^s, they surpass the English 
and Scotch, but are deficient in prudence and 
sound judgment : they are nevertheless witty, 
and quick of comprehension. Thus jny landlady 
and her children soon comprehended my*broken 
English ; and what I could not explain by lan- 
guage, they understood by signs : nay, before 
I had been a fortnight in their house, they 
could even understand my disfigured transla- 
tions of Persian poetry. When I was about 
to leave them, and proceed on my journey, 
many of my fi'iends appeared much affected, 
and said, " With your little, kijowledge of the 
" language, you will suffer. much distress in 
" England ; for the people there will not give 
themselves any trouble to comprehend your 
meaning, or to make themselves useful 
'* to you." In fact, after I had resided for 
a whole year in England, and could speak the 
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langiu^ a hundred times better than on my 
finst arrival^ I found much more, diificulty in; 
obtaining what I wanted^ than I did in Ireland 

In Dublin, if I happened to lose my way, 
and inquired it of any person, he would, im-^ 

mediately on perceiving I was a foreigner^ quit^ 
his work> and acoompany me to the place 
\^ere I wished to go* One night, as I was: 
goings to pay a visit at a considerable distance^ 
I asked a man which was die road. He ixH 
stantly accompanied me ; and when we arrived 
at a particular spot, I knew where we were,; 
and, having thanked him for the trouble he had 
taken, said I was now perfectly acquainted 
with the remainder of the road, and begged he 
would return home. He would not consent ; 
but, after. we had gone some distance further^ 
I insisted upon his leaving me, otherwise I 

should relinquish my visit. He apparently 
complied ; but 1 could perceive, that, from his 
great care of me, he still fojlowad. Being ar- 
rived at the door of my friend's house, I waited 
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for some timt, that I might again have an op 
portunity of tihanking him ; but as ioon a9 he 
6aw thai I had readied a place of secqrity, he 
turned round, and went towards home. 

The Irish, by reason of their Kberality ami 
prodigality^ seldom have it in their povcoer to 
9&mt tiSdr friends in pecuniary matters : theyf 
we genearalty in straitened circumstances them* 
^hres^ and therefbre caiinot^ or do not aim at 
^ comforts and el^ance of the English : 
neither do they take padns lb acquire riches 
^nd honours like the Seotch^ by limiting their 
expenses. when in the receipt of good incomes, 
and paying attentiofi to the Great. In conse* 
quence of this want of pinidence, they seldom 
attain to high dignities,, and l^t few of them^ 
comparatively^ make mudi progress in science* 

Their great national defect, however, is 
excess in drinking. The rich expend a vast deal 
in wine ; and the common people consume im^* 
mense quantitiea of a fiery spirit, called toHhky, 
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« 

which is the p^iiliar. manufactiyrQ p£ thi| 
country and |iart of ScoitlaQd.: 

One evening that I dined in « large com* 
pany, wb sift down td table at six o*clock : the 
master of the hoUse immediately oommenced 
askin^g q9 to drink wine, and^ undaf varioufli 
pi^tences, replenished our glasses ; but perceive 
ing that I was backward in emptying min^, . hd 
called for two water glasses, and, having filled 
them with claret, insisted upon my taking one 
of them. After the table-cloth was renjovedj 
he first drank the healt|;i of the King, then of 
the Queen ; after which he toasted a number 
of beautiful young laclies with whom I was ac- 
quainted, none of which I dared to refuse. Thus 
the time passed till two o'clock in the mom-* 
ing ; and we had been sitting for eight hours* i 
he then called to his servants to bring a fresh 
supply of wine. Although I was so much in- 
toxicated that I could scarcely w^k, yet, on 
hearing this order, I was so frightened, that 
I arose, and requested permission to retire* 
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ile said he was sorry I should thiiik of going 
away so soon ; that he wished I would stay 
supper, after which we might have a bottle or . 
two more by ourselves, I had heard from 
Englishmen, that the Irish, after they get 
drunk at table, quarrel, and kill each other in 
duels ; but I must declare, that I never saw 
them guilty of any rudeness, or of the smallest 
impropriety. 



The painters of these countries sometimes 
draw ridiculous figures, called Carkatvresj which 
it is impossible to behold without laughing. 
They, in general, are intended to exhibit the 
defects or follies of the Ministers or other great 
men, and sometimes to turn into ridicule the 
prevailing passion or vice of the people at large. 
These pictures are sold in sets, and consist of 
several pieces. One of them which was shown 
to me contained a caricature of each of these 
nations. The first exhibited a Scotchman, 
quitting his country to seek his fortune : and 
the itch being a very common complaint in 
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Scotland, this poor fellow is drawn, rubbing 
kis back against a mile->stone, on the road to 
London* In the liext page he is shewn' in the 
habit of a postman, carrying a bag of letters 
from oneviUage to another. In the third page, 
he becomes . a gentleman*s steward : in this 
sittiation, by his indixstry, and attention to the 
wishes of his master, he acquires some money, 
which he lends out at interest to his master, 
and thus becomes rich. In the fourth page, he 
gets acquainted with an opulent English widow, 
whom he marries, and thereby acquires some 
d^ee of importance. In the fifth page he is 
represented as an attendant on the Minister, 
with whom, by his assiduity and flattery, he 
becomes a favourite, and obtains a post under 
Government. In the last page, he is seated in 
the chair of the Vizier, having, by industry and 
perseverance, thus raised himself, from the most 
abject state of poverty, to the highest situation 
which can be held by a subject. 

X The Irishman's, career is not so long, nor 
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fo^Hed. H« enlists i* a soWfer/ imd, having 
di8tf9g«i^^ himsdf bjr his bravery^ is prqt 
milted h^ d^rees to the rank of General. H^ 
flpen . iqtiarrels at table with another officer i 
they %lit9 and he i& kiSed in the duel. 

TdM JB^iglifthman is rep^e^ted a£s a &t bull 
(therefore nmned Jbte Bull}i and m that ani-* 
mal ia remeCrkabb fi>r eating, a j^^eat deal^ a,od 
Sat esuseasivEe courage and obstinacy^ so the 
En^itth seem to con^der eating and drinking 

4 

as their c^ief happiness^ are frequently blufit 
and uncouth in thdif manners^ and 6ften ruft 
blindly into danger and unnecessary expense. 

. ' The Irish women have not such elegance of 
manners, nor the handsome eyes and hair of 
the. Buglish'; neither are they as tall nor so 
gaoA fibres as the Scotch ; but they have fnubh 
filler coinp^exions, ^e warm vft their affections, 
lively, and agreeablcf. 

For some time after my arrival in Dublin, 
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I ims greatly incommoded by the common poo* 
pie crowding round me>' whenever I went outi 
They were all very cnrioas to see nie^ but 4iad 
rio intentloci of oifendis^ me. Some said I 
must be thr Russian General, who had beeti 
for Kane time Expected ; others aifinned I waa 
eilhef a Gemum or Spi^inH nobleman 4 but 
thie greater part agreed that J was aPerskn 
Prince. One day, a great crowd having as^ 
9end>led about nte, a shopk«cf>er advised me 
to walk into his house, and to sit down till they 
should disuse. I: accepted his kind invitation, 
and wait into the shop, whste I ataiusedmysdf 
by looking at some penknives, sdsaars, Soc 
The people howQver thronged so about his 
windows, that several of the panes were brdken ; 
and the crowd being very great^ it was in yain 
to ask who had done it. 

About a fortnight after my arrival, there fell 
a vei^y heavy shower of snpw. 4s I had never 
Ijiefore seen any thing of the kind, I W£@ n>uch 
delisted by it. The roofs of Ahe houses ^id 
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tops of the walls were soon covered with it, and 
in two or three days the fields and mountains 
beoame a white surface, as far as the eye could 
reach. During the time it continued to show, 
the cold was hot very great ; but when it ceased, 
notwldistanding I had all my doors and win- 
dows shut, and had three blankets on my bed, 
I fdt the frost pierce through me like an 
arrow. The fire had scarce any effect on me ; 
for while I warmed one side, I was frozen on 
the other ; and I frequently burned my fingers 
before I was aware of the heat. At length I 
discovered, that the best rehiedy was walking ; 
and during the continuation of the fit>st, I 
walked everyday seven or eight miles. I was 
apprehensive that my health would have suffered 
from the severity of the climate ; but, on the 
contrary, I had a keen appetite, and found 
myself every day get stronger and more active. 

I recollect that in India, when Tonly wore 
a single vest of Dacca muslin, if I walked a 
mile I was completely tired ; but here, when 

I 
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my clothes would have been a heavy load for 
aa ass, I could have run for miles ^^thout 
feeling the smallest fatigue. In India, I slept 
cjaily seven or eight hours, at different times^ 
without feeling refreshed ; but during the two 
months I remained in Ireland, I never slept 
more than four hours any night, and yet I 
never felt an iuplination to lie down in the 
c^y time. 

The coldness of the climate in these islands 
is, I am convinced, very beneficial, and attended 
with many advantages to the inhabitants. In 
the first place, it renders the men vigorous 
both in mind and body, and the women fair 
and handsome. Secondly, it obliges them to 
take exercise, which hardens and invigorates 
the constitution, and inspires them with that 
valour, by which they are enabled to encounter 
the greatest hardships, and to acquire immortal 
fame. During my residence in Ireland and 
England, I have frequently received contusions 
without being sensible of them at the time, the 

VOL, I. L 
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tenth part of which wouH in India have laid 
me upon the bed of sickness. Thirdly, it ren- 
ders them open-hearted and sincere, steady 
ki the pursuit of tnowkrige, and not led away 
by the flights of fancy or sallies of ima^nation. 
I have frequ^itly seen both men and women of 
twenty years of age, who possessed not an idea 
that could interfere with their acquirement of 
science or the useful arts. The excessive cold 
prevents their sitting idle ; and the mind being 
therefore engaged, is prevented from wandering 
to> or dwelling on things that • are imprc^er. 
Bbys and girls of fifteen years of age are, here, 
as innocent as the children of India of five or 
six, and have no wish beyond the amusement 
of playthings, or the produce of a pastry-cook*s 
shop. I have even seen grown-up persons, who 
had acquired reputation in their own line of 
business, and many of them had accumulated 
fortunes, but who were as ignorant of the 
world, as boys in the East. Another great 
advantage of the coldness of the atmosphere, 
is their being accustomed to wear a number 
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of tight-made elothes, which are troublesome 
ta take off, ttxid ^e very inconvenient for* 

« 

lymg down : thtis they are prevented from* 
itidu)gmg' inf indolent habits during the dayj' 

• • • • « 

a^d their riights are pissed in harmless sleep, 
diofntr^ary to the custom of India, where the day^ 
is* frequently devoted to sensuality and repose^ 
tLtid the night to businesS^ or conviviality. 

What I am now about to relate will, I fear, 
not be credited by my countrymen, but is,- ne- 
vertheless, an- absolute fact, Jii these countries 
it frequently happeifis that the ponds and riverS 
are fixynen over ; and the ice, being of. Sirfficient 
strength. to bear ^ great weight, numbers of 
. peopte asseflftWe thereon, and amuse themselves 
ih skating. For this purp6se it is requisite to 
be provided utith a kind of Wooden shoes, 
ii0Vinfg pfece* of iron fixed to the s6les. At 
'firdt this appears a yety difficult operation, ^nd 
jnmiy get severe fall© ; but, after som^ months' 

■ 

pp«tice, they cAn slide along the ice witli the 

ftqpj(£ty of a horse on a fine road, and turn, 

L 2 
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in all directions^ quicker than the best-trained, 
charger. I have even seen them engrave the 
name of a lady on the ice with the heel of 
their skate< In Engird and Ireland this art is 
only practised for amusement ; but in Holland, 
I have been informed, the women will carry 
a basket of eggs or butter, in this manner^ 
twenty miles to market, and return home to 
dinner. 

I remained for two months in Dublin ; and# 
in the course of my whole life, never spent my 
time so j^eeably. Were I to mention the name 
of every person from whom I experienced hos- 
pitality and civility, I should tire my readers. 
I shall therefore only enumerate a few of my 
particular friends. The principal of these were 

Sir G — and Lady S . He had resided for 

many years in India, and was for some time 
paymaster at Ferrokhabad. He was at thia 
time employed by the Government of Ireland^ 
was a great favourite with Lord ComwaUis, 
and did me the honour of being my interpreter 
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with hk lordship. Lady S— ^ was remark-* 
able for mildness of disposition,, elegance of 
manners^ skill in niusic^ and sweetness of 
voice. 

1 

From Lord and Lady C-"- — ^n I experienced 
much attention and poHteness : their house 
was a repository of every thing t)aat was grand 

or curious. His Idrdship held the honourable 

« 

office of Chief Justice of Ireland 

Th)6 Duke of L- r^^ the first of the nobles 

g£ this kingdom, honoured me with an invi« 
tatton : his house is the most siq)erb of any in 
Dublin, and contains a very numerous and va- 
luabk collection of statues and paintings. His 
Crrace is.di^tingmdied for the dignity of his 
ipanners, and the urbanity of his disposition. 
He is biassed with several angelic daughters. 

I here had the good fortune to meet with 
Colonel W — 1, a gentleman I had long known 
in India, from whom I experienced many acts 
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ef friendship, wEkA with whom I ithily sponk some 
happy hoiirs. This gentleman ^as imiah at«* 
tached to the natives, of India^ and fipdce their 
language fluently. He was, at this pariod, 
Colond of the Norfolk Militia, and asked me 
several times to dind at the regimental mess, 
where he introduced me to some of the finei^ 
looking young |xien I ever saw in my life. 
Norfolk is celebrated abov^e all the counties in 
England for fine poultry, abundance of game^ 
and handsome women, 

- The various acts of kindnees and hospitality 

I received from Mrs. F g are innumerable. 

This lady having been inforrned that I had 
become acqtiainted with her husband at the 
house of our mutual fiiend, Mn W. A. B ■ c, 
in Calcutta, immediately sent a gentleman to 
request I would call onlier. She aftawards gav4t 
me many invitations to her house, and intro- 
duced ine to a numerous circle of her acquain- 
tance. Two of her daughters had accompanied 
tiieir father to India, but there stiO reoMilncd 



lit hoaie three girls> beaiitiiUl as the Hourie^ 
oi Paradise. 



Havmg hith^ijQ omitted giving any de« 
scription of thie mode of living of the Irisb^ 
t shall here state^ that the breakfast is generally 
confined to tfase &mily. At dinne^^ they meet 
at Qoch other's ho^ses^ in large parties-: this 
meal is divided ii:ito three parts^ at the end of 
«each of whichi a table-cloth is removed. After 
dinner the gentlemen continiie to drink wine 
for one or two hours : they then join the ladies, 
and drink tea or coffee: and at night they 
ag^n.sit down to what is called supper. This 
last meal I enjoyed more than any other, as 
there is less ceremony observed at it than at 
dinger: the servants are soon dismissed, and 
the guerts help themselves. 

« 

Nothing pleased me more in Europe than 
the attendance of servants being dispensed 
^wjH^ In Iftidia, they remain constantly in 
the room i but hi^e they retire as soon«$s 



152 THE TRAVELS OF 

dinner is over, and remain till summoned by 
the bell. 

I was also much pleased to observe, that in 
European society, when a person is speaking, 
the others never interrupt him, and the con- 
versation is carried on in a gentle tone 6f voice- 
One evening, while I was engaged in conver- 
sation with the lady of the house, the servant 
entered with a large tray of costly china ; and 
his foot catching the edge of the carpet, he fell, 
and broke the whole to pieces : the lady, how- 
ever, never noticed the circumstance, but . con- 
tinued her conversation with me, in the most 
undisturbed manner. 

It affords me much satisfaction, thus -to 
record the amiable qualities of the Irish; as, 
previous to my landing, I had conceived strong 
pr^udices against them, in consequence of 
the misrepresentation of some of the passen- 
gers . on board our ship, . who had ^described 
them as rude, irascible, and' savage. 
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On the 1 6th of January, 1800^ having taken 
leave of all my friends, I embarked oil board 
one of the vessels called Packets y which convey 
the letters and passengers from one island to 
the other. About the middle of the night 
we quitted the Irish shore ; and the wind being 
very fevourable, we cast anchor at Holyhead 
early next morning. We were soon aftef landed, 
and went to the best inn in the town, kept 
by a perscm named J — ^n. This man, seeing: 
that I was a foreigner, thought he could reap 
spme advantage by detaining me at his' house; 
he therefore endeavoured to persuade me to re-« 
main a short time at Holyhead : but twc^ Irish 
gentlemen, who were escorting th^ir^sister to 
London, perceiving his intention, abused him 
for it, invited me to dine with them, and in 
the evening put me into the mail coach, which 
was setting out for Chester. 

m 

Holyhead is a small and dirty town, and 
only known as being the port opposite Dub- 
iiif; it is situated in a small island, sq)arated 
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fjcQm Wales by tn arm of the m^y sAmo^t as 
broad a» tlje river Qaii^ at CJaJcutta, Wal^P 
is one of Urn three 4ivi£^iQm which> with Eng- 
JUnd and Scotland, coBStitute Qreat-Britain- 
The heir apparent^ or eWe»t son of the Kwg, 
takof hia titk from this province, and m called 
Prince vf Waies. 

9 

After travelling tw^ty^-fivfe miloij we ar- 

• riv^ at the arm of the-aea Above mentioned^ 

*im^ m a ahort tiine wbre fytrvsA to the oppoaite 

5ide, wheite *hQr« ia a town called Bai^r Ferry. 

IJere we w^r^ refrei^td hy.an excellent hreakr 

fa&tj and immediately after prooeeded on ow 

journey. Pur next atage wajs to Aber-Conway, 

\5i yery, ancient city, situated between lofty 

incMontain^, on the bank$ of a fine river, 

which joins the sea a little below the town. 

This place was formerly fortified, and several 

of the walls are still standing, which much 

resemble those of Allahabad, i After dmner 

we again entered the coach, and at midnight 

arrived, without any accident^ at Chester* Pur 
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raule drnihg this journey was over* l<^y hiUi^ 
so that we Were freiqiiently obliged to alight 
from the coach^ and walk up the steepest of 
them. Al^oii^ Waled is a v^y mountain- 
Otis country, it nevertheless contains la gre^ 
quantity of arable land> and excellent pastures 
for cattle. 

<3hester^ being the ' principal town^ of the 
county, ^ere all the public business is 4jrib)S*» 
^ted, is large and populous^ and is said to btt 
more ancient than London. In several particvh 
lars it ^fiers from any other place I have stoi* 
Some of the streets have verandahs^ running 
from one end to the other of them> mkkc 
which the fo6t passengers can walk perfectly 
dry, at all seascms of the year. ThQ iniddlft 
of the streets is paved, and contains ample 
space for the carriages and horsemen t Many 
of the houses have handsome porticoes in 
front, supported by atwe ptlUurSj which 
^ve them a magnificent appearance^ Thest 
islands produce gPwX abundance of fine stQne» 
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and even die common w^ls of the gardens 
and yards are built of this materiaL 

As several of my Irish friends had reooin- 
mehded me to gentlemen in Chester, the latter 
had been for some time in expectation of my 
arrival. I was in consequence, early next morn- 
ing, waited upon by a Mr. P — , and three or four 
other 'persons, who loaded me with invitations, 
^d iaccompanied me to look atthe city. At the 
hour for dinner, a large party, consisting of some 
of the principal inhabitants of the town, astern* 

m 

bled; and in the evening we wene most agreeaWy 
e;ntertained with music and dancing. When we 
broke up, many of these hospitable people re- 
quested that I would stop for . some . time at 
Chester, and favour them with my compaxiy :. 
but, as I was very anxious to. get to London, 
I declined their polite invitations. 

By the advice of my friends, I agreed with 
the owner of the stage coach, that, instead of 
eohtinuing the journey to London without inter- 
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mission^ I should sleep one night on the ro«l. 
It was between one or two in the morning when 
we quitted Chester; and after a journey of forty- 
nine miles^ we breakfasted at Stafford. It was 
midnight before we reached Norris HamUton^ 
where I stopped for the remainder of the, 
qight^ and felt truly grateful to my friends for 
their good advice, as I thereby enjoyed a com- 

ft 

fortable suppef, and a refreshing sleep, aftar 
the fatigue^ of a long day*s journey. On the 
following morning I again set out in the coach ; 
and on the 25 th of Shaban, corresponding, to 

« 

the 2 1st of January 1800, arrived safe in Lon- 
don, being five days short of a Lunar year from 
^ the period of my leaving Calcutta. 
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CHAP. IX. 

■ • • • 

The Autfwr hires lodgings in Lotidm. ' Inter- 
■ view with the President of the Board of 
ControuL Is introduced at Court — Attention 
of the PriitceSy and of the Nohiiity. Public 
amusemehts. The Autkor^s original view in 
coming to England — * disappointment — comA 
pensated by the kindness of his friends, tie 
visits fPindsor — arrives at Oxford — account 
df the University — proceeds to Blenheim — 
description of the park and house — visits 
Colonel C — X. Mode of sporting in England. 
The Author proceeds to the house of Mr. 
H " g s ; returns to London. Ode to London. 

v REvious to my departure from Dublin, I had 
taken the precaution of writing to my friend 
and ship-mate^ Captain R n, to hire apart- 
ments for me in the same, house where he 
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resided ; and immediately on my arriral^ I pro^ 
ceeded to Margaret Street, where I had th« 
pleasure of finding him : but as the lodgings 
he had provided for me were up two pairs of 
stairs, I thought them inconvenient^ and, oftet 
remaining ttere a week, removed to others in 
the same* street. Being dissati^ed with these^ 
I went to Ibbetson's Hotel, in Vere Street : 
this situation yms very agreeable, but the ex- 
penses were beyond my means: I therefore 
again removed to a house in that neighlxMu*^ 
hood, where there were both hot and cold 
baths, and where I ei^yed the luxury of daily 
ablution. I continued in tf^s residence for seven 
months, at the end of which time, having 
a dispute with the master of the house, I hired 
apartments in Upper Berkley Street. The 
mistress of thi$ house was an Irish woman^ 
and was employed -^-i^-,----^----.- 

Although I was much gratified by seeing a 
number of beautiful women, who frequently 
Visited at the house, i could not agree with the 
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temper of my landlady^ and once more changed 
my residence, removing to Ilathbone Place. 

A few days after I was settled in my new 
lodgii^, some of my friends called, to remon- 
strate with me on having taken up my abode 
in a street, one half of the houses of which 
were inhabited by courtezans. They assured me 
that no ladies, or even gentlemen of character, 
would visit me in such a place : however, as I 
found my house very comfortable, and the situ- 
ation was in many respects convenient, I de- 
termined to remain where I was. My friends 
had the condescension and goodness to overlook 

this indiscretion ; and not only was I visited 
there by the first characters in London, but 
even ladies of rank, who had never in their 
lives before passed through this street, used- to 
call in their carriages at my door, and either 
send up their compliments, or leave their 
names written on cards. 

Shortly after my arrival in London, I sent 
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a note to Mr. D s, then one of the principal 

Ministers of the Empire, to solicit an inter- 
view: he immediately appointed a day, and, 
when I waited on him, received me with the 
greatest attention and kindness. He afterwards 
invited me to his country-house at Wimbledon, 
where I was entertained, in the most agreeable 
and courteous manner, by Lady J — e D — ^— s, 
one of the most charming and sensible women 
in England. 

A few weeks subsequent to my visit to 
Mr. D — '• — s, I had the honour of being intro- 
duced to the King ; and on the following day 
was presented to her most gracious Majesty 
Queen Charlotte. Both of these illustrious 
personages received me in the most condescen- 
dirfg manner, and, after having honoured me 
with some conversation, commanded me to 
come frequently to court. After this intro- 
duction, I received invitations from all the 
Princes ; and the Nobility vied with each other 
in their attention to, me. Hospitality is one 

VOL. I. M 
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of the most esteemed virtues of the English ; 
and I experienced it to such a degree, that I 
was seldom disengaged. In these parties I 
enjoyed every luxury my heart could desire. 
Their viands were delicious, and wines exqui- 
site. The beauty of the women, and their 
grace in dancing, delighted my imagination; 
* while the variety and melody of their music 
charmed all my senses. 

I may perhaps be accused of personal vanity 
by saying, that my society was courted, and that 
my wit and repartees, with some impromptu 
applications of Oriental poetry, were the subject 
of conversation in the politest circles. I freely 
confess, that, during my residence in England, 
I was so exhilarated by the coolness of the 
climate, and so devoid of all care, that I followed 
the ^advice of our divine Hafiz, and gave my- 
self up to love and gaiety. 

I often visited all the public places of amuse- 
ment in London ; and frequently had so many 
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Opera tickets sent me by ladies of quality, 
that I had an opportunity of obliging many 
young Englishmen, by transferring the tickets to 
them. My amusements were not however con- 
fined to the metropolis ; I had many invitations 
to the distance of forty, fifty, or eighty miles from 
it ; on which occasions my friends were so obli- 
ging as to take me down in their own carriages, 
so that I thereby did not incur any expense- 

When I first arrived in London, it had 
been ' my determination to have opened a 
Public Academy, to be patronized by Govern- 
ment, for instructing such of the English as 
were destined to fill important situations 
in the East, in the Hindoostany, Persian, 
and Arabic languages. By these means I 
hoped to have passed my time in England in 
a rational and advantageous manner ; beneficial 
both to myself, and to the nation I came to 
visit. I therefore took an early opportunity 
of mentioning the subject to the Ministers of 
the Empire: but whether it was owing to 

M 2 
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their having too ihany other afikins to attend to^ 
or that they did not give my plan that consider 
ration which, from its obvious utility, it de- 
served, I met with no encouragement. What 
rendered their indilFerence on this, subject 
very provoking, was, many individuals were 
so desirous of learning the Oriental languages^ 
that they attended self-taught rodsters, ignorant 
of every principle of the science, and paid them, 
half-a-guinea a lesson, 

A short time before I left. England, the 
Ministers, having become sensible of the ad-^ 
vantages likely to arise from such an institution^ 
made me an ofier of 6000 rupees (j^,750) an- 
nually, with liberty to reside either in Oxford or 
London, to superintend it ; but as I had then 
resolved to return to India, and was disgusted 
with their former apathy on the subject, I 
politely excused myself. 

\ have already stated, that the marks of 
attention, and proofs of friendship, which I 
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received in London^ from various persons in^all 
rasiks, were innumerable : . in justice^ however, 
to my most particular friends, I shall take the 
liberty of reciting a few of their names. Ambng 

the foremost of these, was. Mr. C. C ^l. Had 

I been his brother, he could not have behaved 
with more kindness. He liberally supplied me 
with motley for my drafts on Calcutta, and 
offered to advance any other sums I required : 
he also escorted me to all the places of public 
amusement, and invited me once every week 
to dine at his table, where I had an oppor- 
tunity of meeting some of the handsomest 
women and the most agreeable company in 
England. I was present at one entertainment he 
gave, where seveii hundred persons of rank and 
consequence sat down to a supper, at which 
were served up all the choicest fruits and rari- 
ties procurable in London : many of these 
were produced by artificial heat ; for the 
En^ish, not content with the fruits of their 
own climate, contrive, by the assistance of 
glass and fire, to cultivate those of the torrid 
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zone ; and, as a contrast to these, they form 
ice into the shape of peaches, &c. which fre- 
quently deceive the beholder. This gentleman 
resided many years in India, and there ac- 
quired a large fortune in the most honourable . 
manner. 

It is customary for gentlemen of fortune 
to quit London during the summer months, 
and to amuse themselves by travelling about 

the country. In one of these tours, Mr. C ^I 

did me the favour to take me with him. We 
travelled in a pkaetouy or open carriage, drawn 
by four beautiful horses. Our first day's jour- , 
ney was to Windsor, the country residence of 
the King. The Palace, or Fort, is situated in 
an extensive and beautiful park, and contains 
a number of elegant apartments. These are 
ornamented with a great variety of pictures, 
principally of the ancient Kings, Queens, and 
Princesses of England. One of these rooms 
contained the portraits of twenty-four cele- 
brated Beauties, who gave brilliancy to the court 
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of one of their Sovereigns. They were painted 
frota life, by. command of the monarch, and are 
the most charming countenances I ever saw. 
The chapel belonging to the palace is an 
ancient building, and fitted up in a very pecu- 
liar style. In it are deposited the crown, the 
throne, and complete armour of each of the 
former Kings, all of which may be considered 
as very great curiosities. 

The following day we proceeded to the 
house of Mr. E , who possesses very ex- 
tensive gardens, and where I had an opportu^ 
nity of seeing a l^rge collection of exotics. 
During the summer, these trees are exposed in 
the open air ; but in winter they are shut up 
in rooms covered with glass. Our next stag^ 
was to the house of Mr. G — ^g, where we wer^ 
most hospitably entertained; and in the evening, 
were amused by music, and the. singing of the 
young ladies. On the fourth day, soon after 
noon, we entered Oxford, and took up our re- 
sidence at the Star Inn^ 



i 
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Oxford is a very cmcient city, and the most 
celebrated Seat of Learning of the Empire* 
AH the public buildings are constructed of hewn 
stone, and much resemble in form some of the 
Hindoo temples. The streets are very wide and 
regular, and several of them are planted on 
each side with trees. In this place are assem- 
bled the most learned men of the nation, and 
students come here from all parts. 

There are twenty-four different colleges, 
each containing an extensive library. In one 
library I saw nearly 10,000 Arabic and Persian 
manuscripts. The collective name of these 
twenty-four colleges is The Universitt/y meaning 
an assemblage of all the sciences. For the use 
of the University^ a very magnificent Obser- 
vatory has been erected, with much jAilo- 
sophical and astronomical skill. It contains a 
great variety of instruments, and some very 
large telescopes. 

There is here, also, a large building for the 
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sole use of anatomy. One of the Professors did 
me the favour to show me every part of thk 
edifice, and to explain many of the myste^ 
ries of this useful science, which afforded me 
very great satisfaction. In the hall, were sus- 
pended the skeletons not only of men, women, 
and children, but also of all species of animalg. 
In another apartment was an exact represen- 
tation of all the veins, arteries, and muscles 
of the human body, filled with red and yellow 
wax, minutely imitating Nature. The Professor 
particularly pointed out to me the great nerve, 
which, commencing at the head, runs down the 
back-bone, where it divides into four great 
branches, one of which extends down each arm 
and leg, to the ends of the fingers and toes. 
In smother room were, preserved in spirits, 
several bodies of children, who had something 
peculiar in their conformation. One of these 
lapsus Nature had two heads and four , feet, 
but only one body. The mother having died 
in the act of parturition, the womb, with the 
children, was cut out, and preserved entire. 
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In one of the lower apartments appropriated 
to dissection, I saw some students at work 
on a dead body. They alSo showed me some 
candles which they said were made of human 
tallow, and a great number of other curio- 
sities. 

As Europeans are much more experienced 
than we are in the science of anatomy, L shall 
here explain some of their opinions, which are 
in opposition to ours. 



[ N. B. Although this dissertation evinces that the 
Author lost no opportunity to acquire knowledge, yet, as 
the subject is not a pleasing one, and can be interesting only 
to few, the Translator has thought it better to omit it. ] 
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Having seen every thing that was curious 
in Oxford, we proceeded to Blenheim, the seat 
of the Duke of Marlborough. This place is, 
without comparison, superior to any thing I 
ever beheld. The beauties of Windsor Park 
faded before it ; and every other place I had 
visited was efiaced from my recollection, on 
viewing its magnificence.- The park is fourteen 
miles in circumference, planted with large and 
shady trees. The house, or rather palace, is 
lofty and superb, and, with its various offices, 
covers half a mile of ground. Many rivulets 
of clear water run through the park ; and 
over the largest of these are erected several 
handsome bridges. In the middle of the park 
stands a stone pillar, seventy yard? high, on 
the top of which is sculptured, in marble, 
a statue of the great Duke, as large as life. 
This illustrious person was the Generalissimo 
of Anne, one of the most celebrated Queens 
of England ; and, in return for his eminent 
services, was rewarded with this mansion, and 



172 THE TRAVELS OF 

a pension of 50,000 rupees annually. The 
trees in the park are said to have been planted 
to resemWe an army drawn up in battle array ; 
and on the tapestry of the large rooms, the 
plans of his most celebrated battles are faith- 
fully delineated in neiedle-work. 

After looking at the house and gardens, we 
drove round the park, and thence proceeded 
to the house of Mr. M — ^y, a friend of Mr. 

C ^I's. Here we found a party invited to 

meet us ; and I had the pleasure of being in- 
troduced to Mrs. C — ^x, the sister of Mrs. P — 
of Lucknow, under the care of whose worthy 
husband I left my fortune and family when 
I quitted that city. I was much rejoiced by 
this unexpected pleasure ; and Colonel C — x 
having invited us to visit them at Sandford 
Park, we went there the following day, and 
were most hospitably entertained by that gen- 
tleman and his charming wife, with whose 
conversation and affability I was quite de- 
lighted. 



l_ 
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Our next visit was to Mr. E n, a very 

^nga^ng young man, who possesses an estate 
of 4000 acres in that, neighbourhood. Thi$ 
gentleman is a great sportsman, and keeps a 
number of horses, dogs, •&€. As I was anxiou* 
to see the mode of sporting in England, he 
kindly offered me the use of one of his horses^ 
and a gun. We set out early in the morning, 
accompanied by two servants, to lead our horses 
and carry the game. We were out for nearly ten 
hours, sometimes walking, and at others riding, 
and returned with twentypartridges and five hares. 

No country in the world produces a 
greater variety of sporting dogs tlian England. 
They have them trained for every species of 
game. They have greyhounds for coursing, 
and other hounds for killing deer, foxes, &c. : 
these hunt together, in packs of fifty or 
sixty. They have also two distinct species 
of dogs for the gun. Those which accom* 
panied us, were of the kind that, when they 
smell the game, stop until the sportsman comes 
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close to him, when, at his command, they 
move gently forward and rouse the game. 
I was much delighted at the sagacity of these 
animals ; for, although there were several 
beating about us on all sides, whenever one of 
them stopped, the others followed his example, 
and became immoveable. I was told an anec- 
dote of one of these pointers, which is very 
surprizing. While in the act of jumping over 
a wall, he perceived a hare on the opposite 
side ; when, by a great effort, he stopped him- 
self on the wall, and waited there till his master 
came up and shot the hare* 

In England, game is considered as private 
property ; and if any person kill it on the land 
of another, he is liable to a severe penalty. 
There is, however, an exception to this rule : 
When deer, foxes, or hares, are hunted by 
hxmnds, in that case the hunters pursue them 
over the country, sometimes to the distance of 
forty or fifty miles : and should the game even 
swim across a river, both dogs and horsemen 
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follow- If the fox runs into a hole, they send in 
a small kind of dog, called a terrier y who drives 
him out. The horses that are trained to thi$ 
sport will leap over walls two yards high, and 
rivulets or ditches six yards wide, without 
moving an experienced rider from hi^ seat. 

After having dhanged our clothes, and re- 
freshed ourselves from the fatigues of the field, 
we sat down to dinner. Here our society was 
again enlivened by the presence of Mrs. C — x 
and some other ladies: and our host enter- 
tained us with some of his own-fed mutton, 
which was superior to any I had ever eaten, 
and a great variety of game, fruits, wines, &c. 

Early next morning we pursued our journey ; 
and, after , dining at Chippingnorton, reached 

Seisincot, the house of Mr. C 1. This 

estate had been piu-chased by the late Colonel 
C — : — ^1, who built thereon a new house, and, 
at his death, bequeath^ the whole to his 
brother. We spent two days in this delightful 
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spot, and then proceeded to the residence 

of Mr. H gs, the late worthy Governor- 

general of India. 

As I had promised Mr. H- gs, while 

in London, that, if ever I visited Oxfordshire;, 
I should pass a week with him, he therefore 
now' claimed the fulfilment of my protnise. 
' I was much rejoiced to find this great mnn 
released from all the toils and anxieties of a 
public life, amusing himself in rural occv^** 
tions, and enjoying that happiness in his do* 
mestic society which is unattainable by the 
monarchs of the wcwld. 

I was much pleased with viewing' his grounds 
and gardens, whidi were laid out with great 
taste and jud^nant ; but I was particularly 
struck with the arran^ment and economy of 
his farm-yard and dairy. As the latter surpasses 
any thing of the kind I have seen, and is a;n 
ofi[ice unknown in a gentleman's family in the 
East, I shall attempt a descriptio^n qf it. 
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A dairy is a large room for preserving 
milk, butter, and cheese. The one I now speak 
of, was well, shaded from the sun, and had 
large glass windows on tlie four sided, which 
w6re opened or shut at pleasure. Within each 
window stood a frame of netted wire, which 
admitted the air, but obstructed the entrance 
of flies^ or other insects. Around the room 
were placed a number of vessels, made of white 
marble, for holding the milk. There were also 
iseyeral marble slabs for pressing and shaping 
the cheese on ; and even the floors and seatB 
.were composed of the same delicate and costly 
material. . 

♦ 

As Mr. H gs prefers livirtg in the coun- 
try to London, he has spared no expense in 
fitting up this residence, in which el^ance and 
utility are so happily blended, that it resembles 
more the work of a Geniiy than of human art. 

During my stay at this delightful abode, 
Mr. H gs treated me with the utmost 

VOL. I. N 
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attention and kindness ; and when I was about 
to depart, he offered to supply me with money 
as long as I should remain in England. I re- 
turned him my acknowledgments for his kind- 
ness ; but not being in. want of assistance, 
I declined his friendly offer. 

Mr. C 1 having some business whidi 

would require his staying a fortnight at Sei* 
sincot, wished me much to return thither, and 
pass that time with him ; but as, previous 
to my leaving London, Cupid had planted one 
of his arrows in my bosom, I found it impos- 
sible to resist the desire of returning to the 
presence of my fair one ; snd therefore, on 
. leaving Mr. Hr gs's, we separated. 

On my. way to town, I had an opportunity 
of seeing Henley. It is advantageously situated 
on the river Thames, and said to be one of the 
handsomest towns in England. I did not think 
it superior, however, either to Richmond or 
Kilkennv. 



■ 
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A few days after my arrival in London^ 
I composed the following Ode, in imitation of 
Hafiz. 

ODE TO LONDON, 

- - ' • 

Henceforward we will devote our lives to London^ 

and its beart-alluring Da^lsels : 
Our hearts are satiated with viewing fields, gardens^ 

rivers, and palaces. 

. We haVe no longing, fcwr the Toba, Sudreh, or other 
trees of Paradise : 
We are content to rest under the shade of these 
terrestrial Cypresses. 

If the Shaikh of Mecca is displeased at our con- 
version, who cares ? 

May the Temple which has conferred such bless- 
higs on us, and its Priests, flourish ! 

Fill the goblet with wine ! If by this I am pre- 
vented from returning 

To my old religion, I care not; nay, I am the 
better pleased. 

If the prime of my life has been spent in the 

service of an Indian Cupid, 
It matters not : I am now rewarded by the smiles 

of the British Fair. 

N 2 
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Adorable creatures ! whose flowing tresses^ whether 

of flaxen or of jetty hue^ 
Or auburn gay, delight my soul, and ravish all 

my senses ! 

Whose ruby lips would animate the lorpid clay, of 

marble statue ! 
Had I a renewal of life, 1 would, with rapture, 

devote it to yoiu* service ! 

These wounds of Cupid, on your hearty Taleba, 

are not accidental : 
They were engendered by Nature, like the streaks 

on the leaf of a tulip. 
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CHAP. X. 

Character of the Authors friends in London. 
His mode cf passing the time* He visits 
Greenmchy and other places in the vicinity 
of the metropolis. Accov/nt of the Freemasons* 
British ]\fAcseum. The Irish Giant. Chimney^ 
Sweepers. Kin^s Library. Pictures. Hin- 
doostany Ladies. Panegyric mi Mr. i S ■ n^ 
one of his pupils. 

After I was again settled in the metropolis, 
I paid my respects to my friends^ and was 
9gain introduced into the best societies* 
I generally spent one evening every wedt at 

the house of Mr. P n. This gentleman 

lesided many years in India, at the court of 
Lucknow; where his services were so much 
approved, that he has since been chosen one 
of the DirectcH*s of the Company. tAxs^ 
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P n is a most charming lively woman, 

and the delight of all her acquaintance : she 
is blessed with a numerous family of beautiful 
children, several of whom are grown up, and 
possess the amiable qualities of their parents. 
As the whole family are admirers of music, 
Qieir parties were always enlivened by dancing 
or singing; and I had frequent opportunities 
of meeting the first connoisseurs in that de« 
lightful siciejice, at their house. I also there 
had the. pleasure of becoming acquainted with 
some of the most beautiful yoiing ladies I have 
ever met with in my travels. . 

To Sir T. and Lady M fe I was much 

obliged for the many agreeable parties I met 

at their house. To my friend Mrs. R tM 

I ^hali ever be grateful for her civilities. 

I had the good fortune to form an intimacy 

with Mr. F y, an Italian gentleman, so well 

skilled in music, that many of his compositions 
were "introduced at the C^era. He was also 
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well versed in chess, which gave me an op- 
portunity of improving myself in that game. 
He one evening took me to visit a countryman 
of his, who played three games of cheSs at the 
same time, without looking at any of the 
boards, and beat all his adversaries. 

At the, house of Sir J. M ^n, late 

Governor of Bengal, I had frequent oppor- 
tunities of meeting the Princes, who all be- 
haved to me with the greatest condescension 
and kindness. 



Among the literary characters with whom 
I had the honour of being acqiminted, were 

Sir F. JE— n. Sir J. S ^r, and Sir J. B — ^ks. 

The first of these has written seyefal trea- 
tises on diiFerent subjects. The second is well 
skilled in husbandry and agriculture, and 
has therefore been placed by the King at 
the head of a Society for the encouragement 
of these useful arts. The third is one of those 
persons who sailed round the world with 
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Captain Cook, is esteemed the greatest Hii- . 
losopher of the age, and is President of the 
Royal Society. From each of these gentlemfen 
I received the most pointed marks of regard . 
and esteem. 

At the house of the latter gentleman, I 
became acquainted with some of the most 
celebrated painters in England, several of 
whom requested me to sit for my portrait. 
Thus, during my residence in London, no 
less than six pictures were taken of me, the 
greater number of which were said to be 
very good likenesses. The following are the 
names of the per^pns who did me this honour : 
Mr. Edridge, also celebrated as an engraver, 
Mr. Davis, Mr* Jesit, Mr. Drummond, Mr. 
Ridley, and Mr. Northcote. I thought Mr. 
£dri(%e*5 was the best likeness, but Mr. North* 
cote's was esteemed the finest picture. The 
merits and celebrity of all these gentlemen are 
far beyond my feeble panegyric ; but some of 
the portKlits of the last appeared as if starting 
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.from, the canvas. His picture of my lovely 
friend Miss B — 1 aiForded me the highest grati-- 
fication, and, with the recollection of the origi- 
nal, will ever remain deeply impressed on my 
memory. 

At Sir J. B — ks*s weekly meetings, I 
had frequent opportunities of conversing with 
Mr. W — ns. This gentleman resided many 
years in India ; and, besides acquiring a know- 
ledge of the Persian lan^age, has the merit of 
being one of the first Englishmen who made 
any progress in Sanscrit lore. He has tven 
translated a poem^ called the Bhagvunt Geetu^ 
from that abstruse language. 

In the same manner I became acquainted 

with Sir W. O ^y. This gentleman, being 

possessed of a great taste for Oriental litemturCy 
has, by uncommon perseverance, acquired such 
a knowledge of Persian, as to be able to 
translate freely from that language ; and has 
published one or two books to facilitate the 
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study of it. He did me the honour of fre-^ 
quently calling on me ; and I received much 
pleasure from his acquaintance. 

From Sir W. and Lady Al d I received 

innumerable proofs of friendship and esteem, 
dnd was particularly indebted to them for 
seeing many of the curiosities in the vicinity 
of the metropolis, which, without their intro- 
duction, I could not have found the means of 
visiting. ' 

In London I had the happiness of again 

meeting my friend Mr, R. J- ^n. We had 

been many years acquainted in India; and 
it was at his suggestion that I printed in 
Calcutta an edition of the poet Hafiz. He was 
my banker during my residence in England ; 
and I had a general invitation to his table, 
where I often had the honour of meeting some 
of the most respectable characters in London. 
It was rather a curious circumstance, that, in 
the persons of my London bankers, Mr. 



MIRZA ABU TALES KHAN. 187 

N. M- -n, and Mr, R. J- — ^n, I should 

meet the two gentlemen who were the repre- 

f 

sentatives of the East-India Company at the 
court of Lucknow, during a very eventful 
period, and who originally marred my fortune, 
by forcing me to %scept of an employment 
under that government. 

Mrs. J n is an amiable and accom,- 

plished woman, and frequently had musical par- 
ties in the evening. It was at her house that 
I first had the pleasure of hearing Lady H— — n 
sing. Her ladyship has, without doubt, one of 
the finest voices in Europe, and possesses great 
skill in music. 

To Lady B ^1, and her amiable daughter, 

I shall ever feel grateful for their hospitality ' 
and kindness ; and to the latest hour of my 
life I shall recollect with pleasure the many 
happy days I passed in their society. In my 
poetical work, entitled The Memevy, I have 
dedicated \hree Odes to Miss B ■ 1 : these. 
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however^ but faintly express my admiration 6( 
. her angefic perfections. 

But, above all my friends, I shall ever regret 
ipy separation frcmi Colonel S— s. He was 
a man of the strictest j^nour and integrity, 
and had passed several years in India. During 
the government of Sir John Shore (now Lord 
. Teignmouth) he was sent ambassador to Ava, 
^and conducted himself in that situation much 
to his own credit, and to the advantage of the 
British nation. On his return, from thence, he 
wrote a book, describing all the curiosities of 
that country, and the peculiar customs of its 
inhabitants^ which was universally read and ad- 
mired. From this gentleman I received many 
proofs of friendship ; and, in feet, he behaved 
to me as if I had been his brother. When 
I had the honour of being introduced to his 
Majesty, he acted as my interpreter ; and he 
took me to see all the places in Lcmdon, where 
any information or knowledge could be ac- 
quired. , He frequently pressed me to accept 
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of mon^y for my expenses ; and agreed with me, 
that we should return to India together^ and 
share in each other's fortunes. He literally 
performed his promise ; but just as I was about 
to take my passage on board the ship he had 
engaged^ Lord P » , m^ one of his Mfgesty'a 
Ministers^ prevailed upon me to forego my 
intention, and we took leave of each other with 
tears in our eyes.* 

Notwithstanding the constant round of my 
engagements in ix>ndon, I passed a considerable 
portion of my time in writing poetry, and in 
seeing every thing, or place, that was curious, 
either in the metropolis, or its vicinity. I went 
one day, with a party of friends, to see Green- 
wich, once the residence of the Sovereign, but 
now an hospital for invalid seamen, of whom 
there were 1 5CX) present, when I inspected it* 
It is a noble institution, and worthy of imita-* 
tion. Here is also a very celebrated Observa- 
tory, furnished with the largest and £nest 

* See Appendix (A.) 
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instruments procurable ; and it is from this spot 
that the English calculate their longitude. 

By the kindness of one of my friends, I was 
invited to spend the day at the house of 

•Dr. , situated eight miles from London. 

liiis gentleman was celebrated for his know- 
ledge of chemistry, and his invention of several 
curious and useful machines. He exhibited 
before me many specimens of his art, which 
appeared to be the effect of magic. He dis- 
solved gold and silver, and even a ruby, by 
a few drops of aqua-fortis. He made fire 
to pass through water. He changed water into 
air, and air into water. He separated the 

' bodies of several substances, and again united 
them : with many other things, too tedious to 
relate, but which afforded me the greatest 
amusementi 

At the distance of —— miles from London^ 
there is a beautiful garden solely appropriated 
to the use of the Freemasons. Many wonderful 
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Stories are told of this sect. They have several 
regulations peculiar to themselves, and are able 
to know each other, at first sight, by some 
sign, >Yhich cannot be perceived by any other 
person. Even the fear of death will not make 
them betray the secrets of their order. It is^ 
reported, that the King, having some suspicions 
of them, ordered the Heir Apparent to become 
a J're^mason, and to inform him if there was 
any thing in their tenets prejudicial to good 
government, or dangerous to the State. The 
Prince, in obedience to the Royal orders, was 
initiated into all the mysteries of the sect, and 
declared to his father th^t their principles were 
favourable to his government, and diat they 
were among the most. loyal of his subjects. 
Thus far the Prince disclosed ; but nothing * 
respecting their ihysteries ever issued froi^ 
his lips, 

The only information I could obtain on 
this subject was, that when . King Solomon 
made his preparations for building the Temple 
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of Jerusalem^ he collected masons and work- 
men from all parts of the world, especially from 
Europe ; and th^t these people, when assem- 
bled together, being desirous of commemora- 
ting the circumstance, and proud of their 
,profession, invented certain mysteries, which 
should only be communicated to persons of 
their own craft. 

Many o£ their customs are very praise- 
worthy. They do not interfere with any man's 
religion, nor attempt . to alter his faith. They 
are liberal to the poor ; ;ind always relieve each 
other when in distress. Variance and strife are 
banished from among them ; and they consider 
eiach other as Brothers. 

I visited Garden one evening, when 

the Prince of Wales attended the Lodge. The 
garden was elegantly illuminated, and there 
was a great concourse of people of both sexes. 
Supper was served upon tables placed under the 
trees, each of which held about twenty persons. 
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4ind was superintencfed by one of the superior 
Freemasons. Many of the guests were of the 
lower order of the people, whose spirits, being 
exhilarated, either by the gay scene before theih, 

» 

or by the wine they had drank, talked in the 
most familiar style of their Brother George. 

My appearance in the garden having at- 
tracted much attention, I received invitations 
from many of the tables, to favour them \^ith 
my company ; arid, as they would not take any 
refusal, r was compelled to pay my respects to 
them in turn. I was therefore obliged to take 
a bumper of wine at each table ; and having 
been frequently challenged by some beautiful 
women to replenish my glass, I drank more 
wine that night than I had ever done at one 
time in the course of my life. 

During supper, there was a grand display * 
of fire-works, and the Prince's band of music 
played several delightful airs: in short, thii 
entertainment realized the scenes described in 

VOL. 1. O 
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the Fairy 2 ales, or the Arabian Nights* En- 
tertainments. 

I was frequently urged, by several of the 
Freemasons, to become one of their brethren ; 
but, as I was not perfectly convinced that theif 
principles were conformable to my mode of 

thinking, I begged leave to decline the honour. 
They however prevailed upon Eflfendi Ismael^ 
the Turkish ambassador, and Effendi Yusuf^ 
his secretary, to embrace their tenets; and 
both these Mohammedans were initiated into 
all the mysteries of Freemasonry. 

In a former part of thijs work, I have said 
that the English are fond of making large col-* 
lections of every thing that is rare or curiousi 
The place where these articles are deposited 
is called a Mmeum. The most celebrated of 
these, in London, is^ the British Museum^ it 
being a National Institution, that is, the whole 
expense is paid by Government. This building 
contains nearly 100 apartments, each of which 
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IS named from the ardcles it contains. It 
would be a vain attempt to enumerate the 
curiosities which are here preserved. All 
Nature has been ransacked to procure them. 
I was however particularly attracted by the 
^ight of two horns^ as long as those of a de^r 
of two years old, which were extirpated from 
the forehead of a womati, after her death* 
A picture of the woman is also preserved, with 
th0 horns. 

This Museum is situated nearly on the< 
limits of the city ; and from its windows are 
to be seen, at the distance 6f four miles, the 
beautiful villages of Hampstead and Highgate ; 
both of which stand upon lofty hills> bound- 
ing the horizon. The intermediate space is 
filldd by rich meadows and verdant fields. 
However attracting the objects in the inside, 
I could: not refrain from turning my eyes to 
this delightful prospect. 

One of the objects which I saw in London, 

o 2 
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that most astonished me, was a man called a 
6ianL He was bom in Ireland. His height 
was seven cubits, the length of his foot one 
cubit, the breadth of his hand two thircb of 
a cubit, and all his other limbs in propor- 
tion. My head scarcely reached to his waist ; 
and when he stood, he was obliged to stoop; 
lest he should strike his head against the 
ceiling. This poor fellow led a miserable lifC| 
as he was never permitted to walk. out, for fear 
he should frighten the women and children ; 
and was compelled to show himself to every 
person who would pay a shilling for admit- 
tance. 



My attention was one day attracted, as I 
passed through Portman Square, by seeing a^ 
great assemblage of boys clothed in sooty rags, 
who were siiiging and rejoicing. I asked the 
reasoG of their apparent happiness, and was 

informed, that a Mrs. M e had for several 

years lost one of her sons ; that at length hie « 
was brought back to her by some chimney- 
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sweepers ; and, in gratitude for his restoration, 
she every year gawe ail the children of that 
description in London a grand entertainment, 
and they were then celebrating the anniversary 
of the joyfiil event. 

I was much gratified by an inspection of 
the King's private Library. It contains a vast 
nwnber of books in all the European languages^ 
bound in a very elegant manner. It also cpn- 

V tains some choice Persian and Arabic Manu- 
scripts. . I saw there a copy of the Shahnartteh 
(an heroic poem on the conquests of the 
Persian Kings), which formerly belonged to 
the Emperor Shah J eh an of Hindoostan, in 
which were inserted the emperor's portrait, and 
those of his most celebrated courtiers. After 
the plunder of Dehly, this book had been 
purchased by the Nabob Asuf ad Dowleh, and 
was highly prized by him. He gave it, as a 
mark of his special favour, to Sir J. S e, 

^ late Governor of Bengal, who presented it to 

his Majesty. 
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In the house g£ Mr. D ^1, I saW the 

portraits of many of my Indian acquaintance, 
and some beautiful paintings of the Taje 
Mahal . (Tomb of one of the Empresses) at 
Agra, and of several dther places in Hindoostan, 
most accurately delineated. As many of the 
English had an opinion that there were not 
any buildings worth loooking at iii India^ I 
was much rejoiced that Mr. D — '• — ^l had, by his 
skill, enabled me to convmce them of the 
contrary ; and I insisted upon several of my 
friends accompanying me to his house, to look 
at these pictures, which they could not behold 
without admiration. 

During my residence in London, I had the 
good fortune to form an acquaintance with 
two or three Hindoostany ladies, who, from 
the affection they bore to their children, had 
accompanied them to Europe. 'The most dis- 

tinguished of these was Mrs. D 1. It is 

generally reported that she was a young Hindoo 
widow of rank, whom Mr. D I rescued 
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from the funeral pile of her former husband, 
and^ having converted her to Christianity, mar- 
ried her. She is very fair, and so accomplished 
in all the English manners and language, that 
I was some tipie in her company before I 
could be convinced she was a native of India. 
This lady introduced me to t^o or three of her 
childr^, from sixteen to nineteen years of 
age, who had every appearance of Europeans. 

I visited Noor Begum, who accompanied 

General De B e from India, She was 

dressed in the English feshion, and looked 
remarkably well. She was much pleased* by 
my visit, and requested me to take charge 
of a letter for her mother, who resides at 
Lucknow. 

When General De B « thought proper 

to marry a young French woman, he made 
a settlement on the Begum, and gave her the 
house in which she resides. She has two 
children, a boy and a girl, of ^fteen and sixteen 
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years of age, who, at the time of my visit, 
were at school, but alwa.ys spend their holidays 
with her. 



I have before mentioned, that one of the 
objects I had in view, in coming to Europe, 
v/M to instruct young Englishmen in the 
Persian language. I however met with so little 
encouragement from the persons in authority, 
and had so many other engagements to amuse 
me, that I entirely relinquished the plan. I 
could not, however, refuse the recommendations 
that were brought to me by an amiable young 

man, Mr. S ^n ; and I agreed, that, if he 

would attend me at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, I would instruct him. As he was full of 
ardour, and dehghted with the subject, he 
frequently forsook his bt^eakfast, to come to my 
house in time. Thanks be to God, that my 
efforts were crowned with success ! and that he, 
having escaped the instructions of self-taught 
fnasters, has acquired such a knowledge of 
the principles of that language, and so correct - 
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an idea of its idiom and pronunciation^ that 
I have no doubt, after a few years' residence 
in India, he will attain to such a degree of ex- 
cellence, as has not yet been acquired by any 
other Englishman 1 
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CHAP, XI. 

General description of England, SoiL Animals. 
Division of Land'-^state of cultivation. Roads. 
Description of London — Squares — Coffee^ 
houses and Taverns — Clubs — Literary and 
other Societies — Opera^ and Play-^houses — 
Orrery — Masquerades — Routes — Public Build- 
ings — Charities — Bank of England — Royal 
Exchange — Bridges — Canals. 

JtiAviNG, I fear, tired my Readers, by being 
so long the hero of my own tale, I will 6r 
some time drop this subject, and endeavour 
to give a description of London, and some 
remarks on England in general ; together with 
a short account of the customs and manners 
of the people, the nature of its government, 
and its naval and military systems. 
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England^ according to the ideas of a native 
of Hindoostaii, may be said to be a moiintau^ 
ous country. Its soil is composed of two kinds 
of clay mixed with stones, and is equally adapted 
for the rearing of animals, or for the cjulti- 
yation of grain. The rainy season not being 
here of an^ continued duration, the earth is 
never too much saturated. The foots of the 
vegetable kingdom having, i]a consequence, a 
firm hold, extend themselves tp a considerable 
distance, and are thereby enabled to support 
the lofty stems and spreading branches of the 
numerous trees which adorn this happy land, 
or to yield an abundance of delicious fruits to 
its inhabitants. I have seen a single vine^ 
which grew in a small court-yard paved with flat 
stones, cover the whole side of a house, and 
produce sufficient grapes for .all the family 
during the season ; some of its bunches weigh- 
ing six pounds. 

Hie domestic animals of England are all 
excellent in their kind, especially the horseSj, 
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dogs, and cattle. The latter are much larger 

than those of India ; and the cows give a much 

> . • 

greater abundance of milk^ which yields de- 
licious butter and cheese : their flesh also is 
admirable* 

The English have particular horaes for every 
kind of work. Those for draught are so very 
large and powerful, as to be considered a curio- 
ftity in other countries. They are used only for 
ifieavy carriages, or for ploughing the land; 
it not being customary to use bullocks for that 
purpose, as with us. One of these horses will 
carry as great a load as a camel, and will work 
day and night. The saddle horses are not 
handsome, but very useful ; and so quiet, that 
one man may lead ten of them at once with 
a halter, and they will follow him over wall 
or ditch, without any trouble or difficulty. AH 
the land in England is divided into fields and 
parks, which are inclosed, either with hedges 
or walls. Many of the parks contain catintn/" 
houses ; these are the rural habitations of the 
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)iobility^ or people of fortune^ and comprehend^ 
besides the house and offices^ gardens^ orchards^ 
fish-ponds^ and pasture-grounds for both sheep 
and deer. Many of these estates have also 
rivers running through them^ and e^ctensLve 
woods of valuable timber. Some of the pro- 
prietors of these houses reside in tiiem the 
whole year; or^ when they have business in 
London^ hire a ready-furnished habitation for 
the time : but the people of wealth seldon^ 
remain in them above five or six months. 
Like the Arab tribes, they forsake the cities 
during the summer season, and seek, in the 
fresh and wholesome air of. the country, a 
supply of health and vigour for the ensuing 
winter. 

A. 

Every part of this country appears highly 
cultivated: though, to judge from the few 
people whom I saw in the fields, or met on the 
road, I should think the population very 
scanty ; and I was frequently astonished, how 
the agriculture was carried on. . 
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The roads thmughout * England are very 
good ; they are w^de, and formed of stone or 
gravel ; and wherever they are intersiectsed by 
ravines or rivers, good and substantial bridges 
ttre erected ; by which means travelling in this 
couhtry is ndt attended with any difficulty ; 
and, at the distail6e of evefy six or seven miles^ 
there are inns, which afS>rd all things requisite, 
either for rest or recr^tbn. The villages re- 
semble those of Ttidia, as^ although the houses 
are generally built of brick or stone, and have 
chimneys, the roofe are low and thatched. 

!^ondon is the cstpital of the Empire, and 
is the largest city I have ever seen : it consists 
of three towns joined together, and is twenty- 
four miles in circumference : but its hamlets, 
whifch to a foreigner appear a continuation of 
the city, extend several miles in every direc- 
tion, and new streets are each year added to 
the town, the houses of which are frequently 
bought or rented before they are finished, and 
in the course of twelve months are completely 
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inhaUted. The houses in London are gsne4 
rally built of brick, though a few of ttiem am 
of hewn stone : they are commonly four stories 
high, and have regular rows of glazed windows 
in front. Tlie roofe are doped like a tent, and 
are covered either with tiles or slates. The 
interior is divided and furnished like those 
already described in Dublin ; and the streets and 
shop^ are also lighted at night, in the same 
manner. The greatest beauty London can 
boast^ is its numerous squares ; many of 
which are very extensive, and only inhabited by 
people of large foitune. Each square contains 
a kind of garden in its center, surrounded with 
iron rails, to which every proprietor of a 
house in the square has a key, and where 
the women and children can walk at all hours, 
without being liable to molestation or insult: 

In this city the cofiee-^houses are not so 
numerous as in Paris ; here is scarcely a street, 
however, in which there is not either an inny 
hotel, or cofFee-house, to be found : many of 
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these have a very magnificent appearance^ and 
are on so extensive a scale^ that in the Lonck>n 
Tavern they caxi prepare a dinner for five hun- 
dred persons of rank^ at a few hours' notice^ 
Infrequently dined at this tavern, with the 
.Indian. Club, by invitation ;. and although 
^yeral other l^ge parties were assembled there 
at the same time, we were not sensible, either 
from a want of attendance, or from any noise 
or confusion, th^t any other persons were in 
the house. 

Of the many admirable institutions of the 
English, there was none that pleased me more 
than their Clubs. TTiese, generally speakings 

m 

are composed of a society of persons of the 
same rank, profession, or mode of thinking, 
who meet at a tavern, at stated times every 
month, where they either dine or sup together, 
and confer with each other on the topics most 
interjesting to them, or discuss such matters of 
business as, for want of room, could not be 
easily done in a private house. 
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These societies frequently cohi^st of oije 
or two hundred members ; but, as seldom above 
thirty or forty assemble at one time, they are 
easily accominodated. The absent members pay 
a small fine, which is carried to the account of 
the expenses of the dinner, and the remainder 
is paid by those present. 

There are a great variety . of these clubs. 
S6me are approf«iated to gambling, or chess ; 
others are entirely composed of painters, artists; • 
authors, &c. &c. The Indian Club consists of 
a number of gentlemen, who have resided for 
some years in the East, At these clubs, no 
person but a member is admitted, without a 
particular invitation ; and, in order to become 
SL member, every person must be ballotted for ; 
that is, his name and general character are sub- 
mitted to the society ; and if any gentleman, 
present, objects to him, he is immediately re- 
jected. 

They have also societies of ftearly a similar 

VOL. 1, p 
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nature, which meet at the house of the presi- 
dent, where they are entertained with tea^ 
coffee, sherbet, &c. Of this kind is the Royal 
Society, who meet, every Sunday evenings 
at the house of Sir J. B — ^ks, where all new 
inventions are first examined; and if any of 
them are found deficient, they are rectified, by 
the joint consultation of the members. All the 
great literary characters assemble here, and 
submit their works to the inspection of the 
society. Through the kindness of the Pre- 
sident, I was frequently present at these 
meetings, and derived much mental satisfaction 
from them, 

I also frequently attended the meetings of 
the Musical Society, at the house of Lady 

i > where I was always much delighted 

by the harmonious voices and skill of the per- 
formers. 

In London, there is an Opera, and several 
play-houses, open to ievery person who can pay 
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.for admission. As these difier but little from 
the play-houses described in my account of 
Dublin^ it is unnecessary to say more respectr 
fng them. There are, also, so many other 
places of public amusement, that a stranger 
need never be at a loss to pass his time agree* 
ably. 

A philosopher, named W r, lately hired 

one of the old play-houses, in which he ex- 
hibited, every night during the summer, an 
astronomical machine, called an Orrery ; by 
which all the revolutions of the planets and 
heavenly bodies were perfectly described. From 
the colter of a dome, twenty yards in height, 
was suspended a glass glqbe, in which a bright 
lamp was burning, that rjepresented the Sun, 
and turned round, like the wheel of a mill, on 
its axis. Next to the Sun was suspended a 
small globe, that represented Mercury; a third^^ 
representing Venus ; a fourth, the Earth ; and 
a fifth, the Moon : the sixth was Mars ; the 

seventh, Jupiter, attended by four satellites ; 

P 2 
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the eighth, Saturn, with five attending satel- 
lites ; and the ninth, Georgium Sidus, a lately- 
discovered planet, with six attending satellite. 
All these globes were put in motion by the 
turning of a wheel ; and exhibited, at one 
view, all the revolutions of the Solar system, 
with such perspicuity, as must convince ,the 
most prejudiced person of the superiority, nay, 
infallibility, of the Copemican System. I was 
so much delighted by the novelty of this ex- 
hibition, and the infonnation I received from 
it, that I went to see it several times. 

The English have .an extraordinary kind of 
amusement, whicli they call a Masquerade. In 
these assemblies, which consist of several hun- 
dred persons of both sexes, every one wears a 
short veil, or mask, made of pasteboard, over 
the face; and each person dresses according 
to his or her fancy. Many represent Turks, 
Persians, Indians, and foreigners of all na- 
tions ; but the greater number disguise them- 
selves as mechanics or artists, and imitate all 



/ 



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 213 

I 

their customs or peculiarities with great exact- 
ness. Being thus unknown to each other, they 
speak with great freedom, and exercise their 
witand genius. 

At one of these entertainments, where I 
was present, a gentleman entered the room 
dressed in a handsome bed-gown, night-cap, 
and slippers, and, addressing the company, said 
he paid several guineas a week for his lodgings 
above stairs ; that they had kept him awake 
all n^ht by their noise ; and that, notwitln 
standing it was near morning, they did not 
appear inclined to disperse ; they were, there- 
fore, a parcel of rude, impudent people, and 
he NshouU send for constables to seize them, 
I thought the man was seriou§ ; but my 
companions laughed, and applauded his inge* 
nuity. 

Several of the ladies of quality permit their 
acquaintances to come to their houses in mas- 
querade dresses, previous to their going to the 
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public room, where they exhibit their wit, and 
skill at repartee. 

They have other public amusements, called 
JBalls, whiqh are confined to dancing and sup- 

* 

per ; but there are so many private entertain- 
ments of this kind given, that the public ones 
are not well attended in London. 

a 

I one day received sn invitation card from 

a lady, on which was written, only, ** Mrs. 

*' at home on ■ ■ ■ ' evening. '* At first, I 
thought it meant an assignation ; but, on con- 
sulting one of my fi*iends, I was informed that 
the lady gave a Rout that night ; and that a 
rout; meant an assemblage of people, without 
any particular object ; that the mistress of the 
house had seldom time to say more to any of 
her guests, than to inquire after their health ; 
but that the servants supplied them with tea, 
coflfee, ice, 8cc. ; after which they had liberty to 
depart, and make room for others. I frequently 
afterwards attended these routes, to some of 
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tirhich^ three or four hundred persons came, 
during the course of the night. 

The public buildings in London are innu« 
rnerable^ and a description of them alone would 
fill a volume. They are generally built of 
stone^ and many are very massy and grand. 
The principal of them are, Westminster Abbey, 
which cmitains the tombs of all the Kings ; 
the Cathedral of St. Paul's ; the Foundling and 
Lying-in Hospitals ; ^nd! those of Greenwich 
and Chelsea, for naval and military pensibn^ers. 
There are also a number of Colleges, such as 
I have described at Oxford ; and several Schools, 
which contain four or five hundred boys each, 
supported entirely by subscription^ or by chari- 
table donations. 

English charity does not consist in giving 
a small sum of money to a beggar, or a poor 
poet, or a starving musician. These persons 
thiey have a great aversion to ; and should one 
0f them follow a coach for miles^ he would lose 
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his labour, and not be able to so&en the hearts 
of those seated therein. But their charities are 
of a public nature ; for in every parish there is 
a house built for the poor, where they may 
reside, and receive a daily allowance of food. 
If a feniily be reduced to poverty by BXty acci- 
dent, they have only to make known their 
condition to the parish officers, who are obliged' 
immedktely to a^it them to the established' 
allowance. 

These poor-houses are supported by a tax 
paid by every housekeeper in the parish ; and 
the amount of their revenues has been esti- 
mated at three crores qfrupeeSf or j^. 3,000,000, 
annually. Notwithstanding this immense ex- 
penditure, I saw a number of beggars in 
London, but was told they were idle, worthless 
people, who preferred this mode of life to a 
regular stipend. 

In this city there are several hundred bank- 
ers, who have very extensive concerns all over 
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the world. There -is, however, one hoitse vastly 
preeminent over all the others, which is called 
the £anA of England ; it is a very massy building, 
and. ccmtains nearly two hundred apartments, 
each of which is appropriated to a particular 
dSice. The partners of this bank are nume-. 
rous, aifd constitute a Company^ similar to the 
East-^IruUa Coinpany, the business of which is 
managed by a certain Qumber of Directors. 
In this bank is lodged all public money, and 
all the treasure of the nation, it is said to 
contain not less than J'. 100,000,000, in spe- 
cie -and bullion. The profits of this Company 
must be immense, as they seldom pay any 
<3emand in money ; and their notes, which do 
not bear any interest, pass current, as cash, 
all over the empire. . 

! 

* 

Opposite the Bank is situated another pub- 
lic building, called the Exchange, vfhere all 
the merchants of die city assemble every day, 
to make their bargains ; and where intelli- 
gence is daily brought from every part of 



^ 
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the worlds whether of a commercial or poU* 
tical nature. 

It has been before mentioned^ that tiie 
present capital is composed of three towns ; 
called, Westminster, the City, and the Borongh. 
The latter is situated on the south bank of th^ 
river, and is united to the others by three 
stone bridges, eadi of which is from a quarter 
to half a mile long. Lower *down the river, at 
k place called Gravesend, they are constructing 
a very extraordinary bridge, if such it can be 
called. It is an iron tunnel, which is to extend 
from one side of the Thames to the other, all 
the way under ground. It will, consequently, 
be quite dark ; but/ by the aid of lamps, horses 
and carriages are to pass at all hours, while 
ships of the greatest burthen are sailing over 
their heads. This appears to me one of the 
boldest undertakings, and will be the most sur- 
prizing work of art in England, if it succeeds. 

All the foreign commerce enters Loudmi 



/ 
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by the Thames i but there are various canals, 
communicating with this river, to every part of 
the country, by which the internal commerce 
is carried on. By means of these canals, all 
heavy articles are conveyed from one part of 
the kingdom to another, at one third of the 
expense they could be conveyed by land ; and, 
consequently, the proprietors are enabled to 
sell them at a lower price. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Of the state of the Arts and Sciences in Eng^ 
land. Utility of the Art of Printing. News^ 
papers. Facility of travelling. Price of 
Provisions. Hot-houses. Excellence of the 
British Navy. The Author gives an account 
of the War with Denmark. He visits Wool^ 
tuich — Description of the Docks and Iron- 
Foundery. Account of the British Army. 
Grand Review at Windsor. Tower of London, 

vJp the inventions of Europe, the utility 
of which may not appear at first sight to an 
Asiatic, the art of printing is the most ad- 
mirable. By its aid, thousands of copies, of 
any scientific, moral, or religious bodL, may 
be circulated among the people in a very short 
time ; and by it, the works of celebrated au- 
thors are handed down to posterity, free from' 



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 221 

the errors and imperfections of a manuscript. 
To this' art the English are indebted for the 
humble but useful publication of Newspapers, 
without which life would be irksome to them. 
TTiese are read by all ranks of people, from the 
prince to the beggar. They are printed daily, 
and sent every morning to the houses of the 
rich ; but those who cannot afford to subscribe 
for one, go and read them at the coffee-rooms 
or public-houses. These papers give an account 
of every thing that is transacting, either at 
home or abroad: they contain a minute de- 
scription of all the battles that are fought, 
either by sea or by land ; the debates in the 
Houses of Parliament ; the state of the crops in 
the country; the price of grain and all other ar- 
ticles ; the death or birth of any great per- 
sonage ; and even give infprmation, that, on 
such a night, such a play will be performed, or 
such an actor will make his appearance. 

Soon after my arrival in London, an enter- 
tainment was given at Vauxhall for the benefit 
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of some puUic charity. Previous to its taking 
plac^ the managers sent me a polite message, 
requesting I would favour them with my com- 
pany ; but that, as my appearance would , be 
attended with great benefit to the undertaking, 
they hoped I would excuse their not accepting 
any thing for my admission. As I was ever 
ready to assist any public charity, I agreed 
to go ; and it was immediately inserted in the 
newspapers, that the Prince Abu Taleb would 
honour the gardens with his presence on the 
appointed night. As Vauxhall is situated on 
the opposite side of the river, and I had never 
been seen in that part of the town, the crowd 
of people who assembled in the evening was 
greater than ever before known, and it was 
with much difficulty I could pass through 
them. Whenever I went to court, or paid 
my respects to one of the Princes, or ministers 
of state, the circumstance was always reported 
by the newspapers of the following day. In all 
these advertisements, they did me the honour 
of naming me The Persian Prince. . I declare 
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I never assumed th^ title ; but I was so much 
better known by it, than by my own name^ 
that I found it in vain »to contend with my 
godfatherSt 

I am convinced no eoxmtry in the world 
afibrds so much facility of travelling as England. 
People of fortune, who travel in their own car- 
riages, need never feel fatigue ; but if a person 
is in a hurry, he has only to take a place in 
the Mail Coachy and may be conveyed a thou- 
sand miles in seven or eight days, well secured 
from all the inclemencies of the weather, and 
sure of a good breakfast and dinner. Although 
these vehicles are in use in France, and all 
over Europe, there is no country where the same 
attention is paid to the comfort and ease of 
the passengersj as in England. I complained 
of the inconvenience I suffered in Ireland^ by 
the jolting of the carriage, and what I then 
thought the rudeness of the coachman ; but after 
experiencing the mode of travelling in France, 
I was convinced my former complaints were 
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all groundless. This will be further explained 
in the sequel. ' 

« 
Living is very expensive in England ; and 

a good appetite is a serious evil to a pooj* man. 

* Some idea of the rate of, the expense may be 
formed by the prices of . the common articles 
of food. Meat, of all kinds, sells, upon an 
average, for seven-pence halfpenny a pound ; 
bread, four pounds for fifteen-pence ; and porter, 
five-pence a quart. Vegetables and fruit vary 
in^ their prices, according to the season of 

• the year. 

One of the greatest luxuries the English 
enjoy, is the produce of their hot4iouses. In 
these buildings they raise vegetables, and fruit, 
in the coldest season of the year ; and the 
tables of the rich are covered with pine-apples, 
melons, and other fruits of the torrid zone. 
. In this instance they excel us ; for none of 
the Emperors of Hindoostan, in all the pleni- , 
tude of their power, could ever have forced 
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forced a gooseberry or a cherry, two of the 
most common fruits in Europe, to grow in 
their dominions. ^ 

. [ Here follows a minute descriptbn of a hot-house> 
which is omitted.] 



The great perfection to which the English 

■ • • . • 

have brought their navy, is, doubtless, the chief 
cause of their prosperity, and . the principal 
source of all their wealth. By means of their 

' • " * 

navy, they can at all times send an army to 
invade their enemy's country. If they succeed, 
it is well ; if not, they can return with little loss. 
Their neighbours, the French, on the con- 
trary, although they possess an innumerable 
army of brave troops, cannot injure the En- 
glish, who are constantly well protected by their 
floating batteries, which suffer not a French- 
man to pass the sea. 

The wisdom and skill manifested by the 
English, in the construction and navigation of 

VOL. I. Q 
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their vessels, with the excellent regulatiotis fot 
preserving the health a^nd discipline of the 
crew, are beyonjl my powers to describe. The 
following instance of their coolness and dex- 
terity may give some faint idea of their 

character. Lord T th informed me, that 

when returning from India, and during a gale 
of wind off the Cape of Good Hope, the main- 
mast of the ship was struck ' by lightning, 
which instantly set fire to the sails and rig^ng ; 
and before they could extinguish the flames, 
the mast was burned down nearly level with the 
deck : but, by the activity and dexterity of the 
crew, the fire was prevented from communi- 
cating with the other sails, or any other part 
of the ship- . All this was done with so little 
noise and confusion, that neither he, nor any 
bf his family, who were below deck, in 
the great cabin, (although it happened in the 
day-time) knew any thing of the matter till 
several hours after, when, the gale having 
abated, they went oh deck, and observed tlie 
mast gone. 
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During the late war, four of the kings of 
Europe, viz. the sovereigns of Russia, Prussia, 
^Denmark, and Sweden, being irritated agjainst 
the English for searching their ships, from 
a suspicion of their having French goods on 
board, entered into a confederacy to punish 
the English navy, if they persevered in this 
system. They also ordered all the merchant 
vessels of that nation in their ports to be 
seized, and prohibited the exportation of any 
naval stores from their countries. When this 
. intelligence was brought to Great JBritain, the 
geiierality of the people were much alarmed; 
but the Government showed no apprehensions, 
and sent Lord Nelson, with fifty ships of war, 
large and small, to cruize in the North Sea, on 
the Qoasts of these four kings ; and gave him 
orders to seize, burn, or sink, all the ships he 
should meet with belonging to those nations, 
and thus revenge the affront offered to the 
British flag- 
Lord. Nelson having proceeded with his 

Q 2 
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fleet up the North Sea, arrived at the narrow 
entrance of the Baltic Sea. Here his passage was 
warmly opposed by two forts, one on the Den* 
mark, the other on the Norway shore, assisted 
by several large ships moored close to the land. 
The English however forced the passage, and 
cast anchor opposite Copenhagen, the capital 
of Denmark, when they commienced a dread- 
ful fire, both on the town and on the ships in 
the harbour. The Danes were not deficient 
either in skill or bravery, and the contest was 
long doubtful. Many of the English ships 
were severely injured, and 6000 of their men 
killed ; when, at length, the Danes sued for 
peace, and acknowledged Great Britain to be 
sovereign of the ocean. All the English mer- 
chant ships were immediately restored; and 
the Emperor of Russia dying very soon after, 
the other kings were glad to make peace, and 
comply with the terms of the conqueror. 

VBRSE. 

Better is a living body, and laughing enemies. 
Than a dead body, and crying friends ! 
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In short, the British seamen look with much 

> 

contempt upon the navy of all othef nations, 
and consider them to be only fit for tenders, or 
carriers of provision, for their own fleet. 

In the year 1801, the number of ships of 
war belonging to the Royal navy was eight 
hundred and three, carrying from sixteen to 
a hundred guns each; and there was a suf- 
ficient supply of timber and marine stores in 
the kingdom to build as many more. Of the 
number of their merchant ships, He only 
knows, who knows all things, whether in heaven 
or on earth. 



The service of the navy is esteemed not 
only very honourable, but often very lucrative ; 
for whatever ships of the enemy are taken, 
whether by the fleet or by a single ship, they 

* 

become the property of the captors. The 
only restriction is, that if the ship so taken, 
or its guns, are thought worthy of his Majesty's 
service, the king can take them for that purpose. 
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at a reasonable price. Thus the Victorieux^ 
in which I made the. voyage from Leghorn to 
Constantinople, was a French vessel, taken by 
the fleet under the command of Lord Duncan, 
and was purchased from the captors for a large 
sum of money, for his Majesty's service. 

In England, there are several Royal dock- 
yards, for fitting out and repairing these ships ; 
but the two principal ones are Portsmouth and 
Woolwich. The former is also a celebrated sea- 
port, or rendezvous of the fleets, previous to 
their sailing on any expedition. As it is at 
a considerable distance from London, I did 
not visit it ; but, by the kindness of my friend 
Colonel P— h, I had an opportunity of inspect- 
ing every part of Woolwich. I there saw several 
large ships on the stocks ; and such stores of 
timber, iron, canvas, &c. tliat had the war 
continued for ten years longer, they would not 
have required a fresh supply. I \vas particu- 
larly attracted by the mode of 'casting the 
cannon-balls and shells ; also by the manner of 
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boring and shaping the exterior surface of the 
guns at the same time, all done by the motion 
of a wheel, which an old woman or a child 
might have turned. 

In conclusion of this subject, I think I may 
venture to assert, that one half of the people 
of England are either sailors, or in some way 
connected with the navy. 

The British army consists of cavalry, in- 
fantry, and artillery, and is very numerous, and 
well disciplined; but, as it is dispersed in 
different parts of the empire, it is seldom that 
more than twenty or twenty-five thousand can 
be seen at one time ; and this only happens 
when they are assembled to be reviewed either 
by the King or by the Commander-in-chief. 

I had the good fortune to be present at 
one of these reviews, but found considerable 
difficulty in effecting it. All the troops in 
the vicinity of London, amounting to 25,000, 
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having been ordered to assemble near Windsor, 
to be reviewed by his Majesty, Mr, C— — e 
and I set out from London the day previous 
to the time appointed, and. arrived at Windsor 
early the same evening ; but so many people 
had tome on the same errand, that we cduld 
not get any accommodation at the inns ; and 
idthough we offered six guineas for the use 
of t\w beds at any private house for the night, 
we could not obtain them. We wandered, 
for some tirfte, up and down the town, in the 
greatest distress ; but at length my friend re- 
collecting that he had an acquaintance who 
kept a lai;ge sdhool in the neighbourhood, we 
proceeded thither, and fortunately reached the 
house just as the family were going to supper. 
The worthy schoolmaster received us most 
hospitably; and havit^ directed four of his 
boys to sleep in two beds, he gave us their 
vacant ones. 

Next morning, after breakfast, we proceeded 
on horseback to the parade, where we found 
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an immetise multitude of spectators assembled. 
I can safely aver there were five thousand 
carriages^ filled^ both in the inside and on the 
tops^ with handsome women, dressed in their 
best attire. During the whole of my resi- 
dence in Europe, I never saw so much beauty 
assembled as on that day. 

: The troops were drawn up in a circle^ into 
the middle of which the King, attended by 
the Princes and general officers, rode. His 
Majesty was first welcomed by a discharge of 
cannon from each brigade^ after which he 
was saluted by all the troops with their mus- 
kets. They then broke into columns, and 
marched past the Duke of York, in grand 
divisions. I was lucky enough to obtain a 
station near his Royal Highness, opposite 
to whom a select band of music, belonging 
to the third regiment of Guards, was drawn 
up, and played some of the most charming 
tunes and melodious pieces of music I ever 
heard. It was nearly four o'clock before all 
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the troops had passed the Commander-in-chief: 
we therefore hurried back to London as soon 
as the review was over, not wishing either 
to sleep on the road, or again to annoy our 
friends at the school. 



The object most worthy of visiting, in, or 
near London, is, I think, the fort, commonly 
called the Tower. By the introduction of my 

friend Colonel B 1, I was permitted to 

see every part of this fortress. Immediately on 
my entrance, I was conducted to the Royal 
Menagery, where I was shown lions, tigers, 
panthers, and son^e other savage animals, which 
had been chiefly brought from Africa, but 
whose names I had never before heard of. We 
then proceeded to the Jewel (Mice, where they 
exliibited to us the crown, the mace, and all 
the coronation jewels, both of the King and 
Queen: amongst these were a ruby and an 
emerald, each of which cost ten lacs of ru- 
pees (j^. 125,000), and a number of valuable 
diamonds and other precious stones. During 
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this exliibition we were locked up in the room, 
although all the articles were well secured by 
glass-cases and iron gratings. We afterwards 
went to the Armoury, in the yard of which 
were lying an innumerable quantity of cannon, 
of all sizes : two of these were each twenty- 
five yards long. The room under the armoury 
was a quarter of a mile in length, and said to 
contain bridles, saddles, harness, and othef 
equipments for 6o,000 cavalry and artillery 
horses. The armoury is seven hundred paces 
long : in it are disposed, in a very curious and 
beautiful manner, muskets, bayonets, halberds,» 
swords, and pistols, sufficient for an army of 
1 20^000 men. At one end of the room is an 
apartment containing the statues of eighteen 
of the Kings of England, on horseback, with 
all the armour which they were accustomed 
to wear in their life -time; and, in fact, they 
looked as if still prepared for battle: each 
horse has also his groom attending him. 



^ 



The armour which is here preserved is of a 



I 
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very ancient date, and is not composed of 
dmtns. like that of Hindoostan, but each limb 
has a complete piece of iron to cover it, and 
the whole fits the body as exactly as a suit of 
clothes: there is also a mask for the face, 
and iron gloves, with joints at the knuckles, 
so that a person may even write in them. 
They assert, that, formerly, the kings wore 
this armour the whole day, and never took 
it off but when they wished to sleep. 



-I ■■■ 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The science of Mechanics much esteemed in 
England — various uses to which it is applied 
— Mills — Founderies — Steam Engines — 
fVater-worksy &c. Account of the modes of 
Engraving. Manufactories. Staple commo- 
dities of England. Public Illuminations on 
the Proclamation of Peace. Character of the 
London Tradesmen. 

In England, labour is much facilitated by the 
aid of mechanism. It is impossible to describe 
the mode and the various uses to which it is 
applied : I shall however mention a few of 
the instances, that some general idea may be 
formed of the subject. I shall only add, that 
the English are so prejudiced in favour of this 
sciefice, that they often expend immense sums, 
and frequently fail two or three times, before 
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they succeed in getting the machinery of any- 
extensive work in order. The French, on the 
contrary, although good mathematicians, are 
content with manual labour, if any difficulty 
occurs in erecting the machinery. 

The first and most simple of all these works 
are the mills for grinding com : these are of 
two kinds, water-mills and wind-mills, and 
are both known in some parts of India. The 
only hand-mills ever used in London are small 
iron things, for the purpose of grinding cofiee 
or pepper. I, however, think our hand-mills 
might prove very useful with an army, where, 
it will often happen that the hungry troops 
make a seizure of wheat or barley, without 
having the means of grinding it ; they should 
also be provided with iron plates, for baking 
cakes on. 



Another kind of these works are iron- 
founderies, the great wheels of which ai'e worked 
by steam^ in a very surprizing manner. In 
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these they cast cannon, beat out anchors, and 
do all other large work, which could not be 
eflfected by manual^ labour, the sl4sdge itself 
being more than any man could lift. 

By similar machinery, they can beat out 
sheets of copper and lead to any. extent: and, 
as they have not. the art of making a cement 
of lime in this country, which will keep out 
water, they cover all their flat-roofed houses 
with lead. I have seen some buildings, twenty 
yards square, covered with this metal. 

•/ 
The manufacture of needles astonid:ied me. 

A bundle of steel wires was thrown into a 
wheel, which, at one turn, threw them out on 
the opposite side, cut into a number of pieces 
of the proper length : these were caught in a 
basket by a boy, who handed them to a person 
whose business it was to form the eyes and 
sharpen the points, both of which he ef- 
fected, by machinery, in the shortest time ima- 
ginable. 
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If my astonishment was excited at the 
needle manufactory, it was much more so, 
when I saw a spinning engine. By the turning 
of one large wheel, a hundred others were put 
in motion, which spun, at the same time, some 
thousand threads, of sufficient fineness to make 
very good muslin. A few women or boys are 
sufficient to attend the machine, for the pur- 
pose of joining the threads when they break, 
or of giving a fresh supply of cotton. It must 
however be acknowledged, that the cloth made 
of this thread is not equal to that sent from 
India: it neither wears nor washes so well, 
which is perhaps owing to the thread being over 
twisted. Tlie wire and the rope manufactories 
are also very curious. It is asserted, that they 
can draw or spin out either of these articles to 
the length of twenty miles, if requisite, without 
any junction being perceptible. 

I accompanied my friend Mr. K y to 

his Porter Brewery, which was of an immense 
extent, and contained many thousand barrel 



3. 
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flis steam-engine^ for raisings water, was of the 
laurgest size ; and he assured me, that if he had 
not that machine, he should be under the 
necessity of constantly employing fifty horses, 
the expense of whicli, and of their grooms, if 
added to the price of the porter, the favourite 
beven^ge of the populace of London, would 
lender it so dear, that an insurrection might 
be apprehended. 

The English are celebrated for their manu- 
facture oi paper of all kinds. I was • told they 
could make a sheet of it twenty yards square; 
and, during my residence amongst them, they 
discovered, that excellent papejr might be mad^ 
of eomtnon strw. 

The hydraulic machine for supplying Lon- 
don with water is a stupendous work. By 
its means, an ample supply of water is raised 
from the river Thames, so as constantly to 
keep full a lofty reservoir, whence, by means 

of conduit)? zg^ leaden pipes, it is conveyed 
VOL. I, . |i 
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all over the town/ and even to the upper 
rooms of houses four stories high, to the. 
great comfort and ease of the inhabitants. 
Besides this supply, there is generally in 
every square, or large yard, a machine called 
a pump) whence, by the slightest exertion of 
the arm, the water is easily forced: it is a 
very simple contrivance^ and much pre&rable 
to our wells. 

^They have engmes for expressing oil from 
seed, and others f6r thrashing and winnov^- 
ing corn* In short, the English Carry their 
passion for mechanics to such an extent^ that 
machinery is introduced into their kitchen^^ 
and a very complete engine is used even to 
roast a chicken. I waS also told, that an instru- 
ment had lately been invented for mincing 
meat, and chopping onions. The English are 
naturally impatient, and do not like these 
trifling and tedious employments; beside^ which^ 
the expense of a common servant in England 
>h eight times more than in India* 
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The art of printing being well understood 
in Calcutta, I have said but little on that 
subject. There is, hovknever, another science, 
nearly similar, called engraving, much in use 
in Europe ; of which I shaill endeavour to give 
some description. Hiis art is subservient to' 
painting ; and by its aid, the copies of a picture 
may be multiplied at pleasure, though generally 
on a smaller scaie. Fot this |)ui'pQse, a sheet 
of copper must be prociired, of the size re- 
quired^ on which is first spread a coat of thinv 
white wax, or siniila]" substance ; on this the 
outlines of the picture are dravm With bladk; 
lead; and the to^ver, with various sbsrp in- 
struments, then cuts through the wax into the 
copper : or it may be done by aqua-fortis, (as 
the lines drawn by a pen dipped in that 
liquid soon eat their way into the copper,) 
and after^fds finished by the engraMier,. 
who must ^Iso possess a considerable know- 
ledge of painting. The plate being ready, the 
prints are struck off, nearly in the sante nmn^ 

Mr as books are. If it is wished to have theiA 

R 3 
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coloured, so as to resemble the pictures more 
nearly, this can be done by boys or women^ 
at a very cheap rate. By these means, the copy 
of a picture may be procured for a guinea^ 
the original of which would have cost a 
hundred. 

On entering one of the extensive manii- 
factories in England^ the mind is at first be- 
wildered by Ihe number and variety of articles 
displayed therein ; but, after recovering from 
this first impression, and having coolly surveyed 
all the objects around, every thing appears 
conducted with so much regularity and pre^ 
cision, that a person is induced to suppose one 
of the meanest capacity might superintend and 
direct the whole process. Whatever requires 
strength or numbers, is effected by engines ; if 
clearness of sight is wanted, magnifying glasses 
are at h^tnd ; and if deep reflection is necessary 

* 

. ^ Combine all the parts^ whereby to insure a 
unity of action, so many aids are derived from 
the numerous artists employed in the difib^nt 
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parts of the work, that the union of the whole 
seems not to require any great exertion of 
genius. Thus, in all kinds of clock-work, 
the wheels, chains, springs, &c. are made by 
different artists, and only require a person, 
who is conversant in the business, to select 
and put the pieces together. 

The manufactories in which the English 
excel the other nations of Europe, are, cutler}^ 
and all kinds of iron work ; furniture made of 
the most vduable species of wood ; leather of 
ever>' denomination; clocks and watches; 
satins and ^Iks of various sorts ; glass ware of 
every description ^ guns, pistols, and pictures^ 
These articles are carried to all parts of the 
world, and sold to great advantage* 

The sword-<;utlers* and gun-smiths' shops 
in London are particularly well worth • seeing, 
as they generally contain many curiosities. 
They showed me a new-invented lock, that if 
tl^e gun should be immersed for a week in 
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Water, the powder in the pan would sijfFer no 
injury ; and they assured me, that it was even 
possible to diischarge the gun under water. 

It is customary in London to illuminatcf 
the town, either pn the King or Queen's birth- 
day, on the intelligence of any great victory, 
or on the proclamation of peace. Although I 
had seen a number of illuminations in Hin- 
doostan, and was present at Lucknow dunng 
the marriage of Vizier Aly, the adopted son 
of the late Nabob, when a fort five miles in 
circumference, with regular bastions, towers, 
and gateways, was formed with bamboos, and 
covered at night with lamps, which recfuired 
^0,000^ men to attend them; yet there was 
so much sameness, and want of variety, in this 
display, that, in my opinion, it fell far short 
of the illuminations of London. 

In England, on account of the uncer- 

» 

tainty of the weather, all the lamps are com- 
posed pf glass ; many are cut with a diamond. 
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jffkd others are coloured ; these are suspended, 
either on nails driven into the walls of the 
houses, or on frames of wood, formed into 
various figures and devices. When the lampa 
are lighted, and properly disposed, being of 
clifiereat colours, they can be so arranged 34 
to represent any figure or inscription that is 
required. Thus I have seen a good repre- 
sentation of the King, and of the Queen, seated 
on t^ieir thrones, with crowns over their heads. 

But, as this is a voluntary act, and every persoa 

» 

illuminates his house at his own expense, h^ 
is allowed to indulge his fancy, either in di^ 
splaying the fertility of his imagination, or th^ 
extent of his loyalty, by the device he exhibits j 
and this circumstance produces a great variety of 
matter. On the proclamation of the latp p^ace, 
previous to which the price of all the necess^rief 
of life had risen to an enormous height, one 
of the tradesmen had the figures of a loaf of 
bread and a butt of porter very well imitated| 
in a falling position, with the following inscrip- 
tion under them : " wb are about to pall." 
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This device was the subject of much mirtb 
and laughter among the common people. 

■ 

These illuminations, beheld from the middle 
of a square, whence the four grand streets 
leading in different directions can be viewed, 
surpass any thing of the kind I have ever 
seen% The concourse of people, both in car- 
riages and on foot, on these occasions, is so 
great, that I have been sometimes for an hour 
in one of the widest streets^ viz. Oxford or 
St. James's Street, without being able to ad- 
vance the flight of an arrow. In this situation 
I have been much alarmed, as the people are 
constantly discharging muskets and letting off 
iire-works On all sides; so that if a weak 
person was to fall in the crowd, it is probable 
he would never rise again « 

On the third day of the rqoicings for peac6, 
having heard that M* Otto, the French Envoy, 
had expended ^.2000 in preparations for a 
grand illumination, which was to be exhibited 
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6n that nighty I resolved^ in order to avoid 
the crowds to. go and examine the devices 
during the day ; suppdsing^ that however better 
they would look when lighted up, I should still 
be able to form a just idea of the plan, and 
should avoid all risk of being trodden to death. 
I therefore proceeded towards Portman Square, 
where the Envoy resided ; but, on approaching 
the square, I found a great crowd assembled, 
and the mob abusing the Envoy. Upon 
inquiring the cause, I learned that the French^ 
man had chosen for his motto> ^* Peace and 
Concord." Some of the soldiers; who had 
barradcs in that neighbourhood, having mbre 
courage than wisdom, and more skill in tfie 
use of their swords than their pens, think-^ 
ing he meant a reflection on the English, 
and that they were glad to make Peuccy because 
they were Cmtqiieredy began to break his lamps. 
M. Otto, surprized and alatmed at this cir- 
cumstance, came out, and endeavoured to ex^ 
plain, that Concord bore no allusion td the 
events of the war^ but Was synonymous with 
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Vmmmty and Friend«bip. They would not 
however Ifi conviniced^ witil he 9greed to 
' ehaiige tb« wptW tp " P^^es ANn AmItx/* 

Hwlng beep^ di^ppointod in my. mornittg 
excuraion, I determined to run aU mka^ wd 
to life the grand display at night. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock, I left my own hou^, 
and attempted to go up Oxford Street, but was 
foon interrupt^ by the assemblage of coaches 
and ^rowd of foot people. I therefore turned 
pfF into one of the cro^s streets, andj know- 
ing that part of the town well> succeeded in 
reaching one of the streets that led into the 
square. Here I was obliged to lay fast hold of 
the ifpn railing, and, as an pppprtunity ofifered, 
pushed on ^ step or two at fi time. M length 
I reached the square; but the pre^s wv^ so 
excessive, that my clothes were torn, and 
I lost my cane. The women were at the same 
time crying out, fojr God's sake, to be liberated^ 
or that they should be squeezed to death; 
but no one listened to their complaints, and 
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tDost of them lost thetr hsts, ear-rings, an4 
necklaces. In this sitUJition I endeavoured to 
f etum home ; but this I found more difiicult 
than to advance. However, after much per^ 
severance^ I got into a <x)Fner of the square> 
tirhere, being more at my ease, I resolved to 
remain till morning should thin the spectators. 
In this plan I succeeded, and \ms completely 
satiated with M» Otto's exhibition, whidi fell 
far short of my expectations, and by no meaas 
equalled Mr, Hope*s, in Canendish Square. 

The shopkeepers and tradesmen in Londtm 
are in general people of education ; in their dress 
and manners they are not distinguishable fix>m 
noblemen or gentlemen ; and are sq courteous 
and polite, that, should the purchaser be ever 
so troublesome or litigious, they never give a 
rude or angry answer. 

One day, a gentleman, either by way of 
a joke, or wishing to try tiie temper of a 
tradesman, went to his shop, and desired to see 
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some broad-cloth. ITie man took down seversfl 
webs of cloth, all of which were rejected ; these 
were taken away, and another set di^layed; 
but some were thought too coarse, others 
too dear, and none of their colours approved. 
At length, having kept the shopkeeper em- 
ployed for a whole hour, the gentleman 
appeared satisfied with a piece, of uncommon 
elegance, at twenty- five shillings a yard; 
and the tradesman expected to have received 
an order for at Idast five or six yards; but 
was much surprized by his eccentric customer's 
taking out of his pocket a shilling, and desiring 
to have the worth of that coin cut ofF the cloth. 
The tradesman, however, preserved his tfemper^ 
and taking the shilling, laid it on the comer 
of the web, fi*om which he cut a piece ex- 
actly the same size, and presented it to the 
gentleman. They then parted, bowing respect*- 
fully to each other. 

My watch having met with an accident, 
I determined to buy another, but .of a low^ 
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pTiee. I therefore went into a silversmith's 
shop, and looked at several. Having at length 
fixed on a silver one, the price of which was 
seven guineas, I told the man where I lived, 
and informed him I diould keep the watch till 
next day, when, if it was approved of, I would 
pay him ; otherwise, I would return his pro- 
perty. Notwithstanding I was a perfect stranger, 
he consented ; and I carried away the watch^ 
for one or two of my firiends to examine ; but 
they all found fault with it, and strongly advised 
me to return it. I was however so overcome by 
the watchmaker's courtesy, that I was ashamed 
to follow their advice, and therefore paid him 
his m^pney. 

These shopkeepers will send home the most 
trifling parcel that is purchased of them, even 
from one end of the town to the ^ other; and 
often give one or two months' credit to people 
they know nothing about: they are, in con- 
^quence, frequently liable, to be taken in by 
swindlers. 



^W 
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Ofte df the ladies of light reputatibn^ who 
lived in the Sftine street with me, contracted 
a number of these debts, and went off, without 
ptiying them. Although she was afterwards 
discovered, and carried before a magistrate, asr 
she had no property remaining, her creditors 
thought it more advisable to let her go, than 
to pttt her ill jail, where they would have been 
obliged to support her. 



AIIRZA ABIT TALEB SHAN. !i6S 



CHAP. XIV, 

> t 

Jdode in which fhe English spend their time. 
Of the length of the days and nights in 
England. Mode qf living of the English^ 
Division of employment between the Sexes. 
Regulations respecting Women. Liberty pf 
the Common People. Anecdotes of the P — e 

of W—s and G r H ' s . English -Ser- 

vants. Liberty qf the higher classes. Duels. 
Ediication qf Children. 

Ji SHALL here endeavour to give some account 
of the mode in which the English pass their 
time. The middling class^ in London^ divide 
their time in the following manner ; they rise 
from eight to nine o'clock in the mornings 
their dressing employs them an hour; after 
which they sit down to the breakfast table^ 
where they spend another hour : from that 



•i 



256 THE TRAVELa OF 

time, till five in the evening, they employ them^ 
selves either in business, or in walking and 
riding ; at six they sit down to dinner ; and if 
there is company invited, the men seldom rise 
from table before nine o'clock : they then join 
the ladies, to drink tea and coffee ; after which 
they play cards, or listen to music, till eleven, 
when the party breaks up, and they retire to 
their beds, 

« > 

Those who are unmarried, frequently go, 
after dinner, to the Play, or other places of 
public amusement, and remain there till a late 
hour : others go to the gambling-houses, where 
they often stay till near morning. The com- 
mon people rise earlier, and go to bed sooner 
than those above mentioned ; but the nobility 
and higher classes have seldom done breakfast 
before one or two o'clock, and are never in bed 
before the s^me hours after midnight. 

What I have said respecting the division of 
time, may be considered as a general rule ; but 
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the length of the days and nights in England 
is so very unequal^ that considerable variations. 

will often occur. Thus, in the middle of win- 
ter, the Sun does not rise till past eight, and sets 
a little after three o'clock; which, allowing 
two hours for the morning and evening twi- 
light, makes the day, at the utmost, nine hours 
long; there consequently remain fifteen hours 
of night. On the contrary, in the middle of 
summer, the Sun rises at four, and sets at nine; 
which, with three hours of twilight, curtails 
the night to about four hours. But in the 
northern part of the island, I understand there 
is scarcely any night at midsummer, as', during 
the few hours the Sun remains under the hori- 
zon, there is a twilight, by which r person may 
read : and in the winter, their nights are full 
eighteen hours long. 

The shortest day in England, is on, or about, 

the 2 1 st of December. From that time, till thq 

21st of March, it gradually increases ; at which 

period the day j^nd night are of an equal length. 
VOL. I. s 
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The length of the day continues to increase till 
the 21st of June; after which it decreases 
till the 21st of September, when the day and 
night are again equal ; and continues to decrease 
till the return of the 21st of December. 



ITie English, in general, are not fond of 
high- seasoned cookery; and their dinners 
mostly consist of plain roast or boiled meats. 
But the rich, or- higher classes, have a great 
variety on their tables, which is divided into 
three courses ; the first consisting of soups and 
fish ; the second, of roast and boiled meats, 
fricassees, &c. ; and the third, of puddings, pies, 
and game ; after which there is a great display 
of fruit of all kinds,, called the dessert. 



The regular meals of the English are, 
breakfast, dinner, and supper ; but in London 
they frequently stop at the pastry-cooks' shops, 
which are generally kept or attended by hand- 
some women, and eat something between 
breakfast and dinner. They also eat bread and 
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butter, or cake, with their tea or cofFee in the 
evening; so tliat they may be said to eat five 
times a day ; yet, as they eat but Httle at any 
one time, they cannot be called gluttons. 

The English legislators jind. philosophers 
have wisely determined, that the best mode of 
keeping women out of the way of temptation, 
and their minds from wandering after improper 
desires, is by giving them sufficient employment; 
therefore, whatever business can be effected 
without any great exertion of mental abilities 
or corporeal strength, is assigned to the women. 
Thus they have all the internal management, 
and care of the house, and washing tiie clothes. 
They are also employed to take care of shops, 
and, by their beauty and eloquence, pfteri attract 
customers. To the men is assigned the busi- 
ness of waiting at table, taking care of the 
horses and cattle, and management of the gar- 
den, farm, &c. This division of labour is at- 
tended with much convenience, and prevents 
confusion. ^ ^ 

S 2 
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Besides the above important regulation^ die.. 
English ' lawgivers have placed the women, 
under many salutary restraints, which prevent 
their making an improper use of the liberty 
they have, of mixing in company, and convers- 
ing with men. In the first place, strangers, or 
persons whose characters are not well known, 
are seldom introduced to them ; secondly, 
the women never visit any bachelor, except, 
he be a hear relation; thirdly, no woman of 
respectability ever walks out (in London), 
unless attended by her husband, a relation, or 
a confidential servant. They are upon no ac- 
' count allowed to walk out after dark ; and they 
pever think of sleeping abroad, even at the 
house of their father or mother, unless the 
husband is with them. They therefore have 
seldom an opportunity of acting improperly. 
The father, mother, and whole family, also con- 
sider themselves disgraced by the bad conduct 
of a daughter or a sister. And as, by the laws 
of England, a man may beat his wjfe with 
§ stick, which will not endanger the breaking 
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of a limb, or may confine her in a room, the^ 
women dare not even give their tongues too 
Jiiuch liberty. 



If, notwithstanding all these restraints, 
a woman should be so far lost to all sense of 
shame, as to commit a disgraceful action, she 
is for ever after shunned by all her relationa, 
acquaintances, and every lady of respectability. 
Her husband is also authorized by law to take 
away all her property and ornaments, to debar 
her from the sight of her children^ and even 
to turn her out of the house ; and, if proof can 
be produced of her misconduct, he may obtain 
a divorce, by which she is entirely separated 
from him, and loses all her dower, and even her 
marriage portion. From what has been stated, 
it is evident that the English women, notwith- 
standing their apparent liberty, and the polite- 
ness and flattery with which they are ad- 
dressed, are, by tlie wisdom of their lawgivers, 
confined in strict bondage : and that, on the 
contrary, the Mohammedan women, who are 
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prohibited from mixing in society, and are 
kept concealed behind curtains, but are allowed 
to walk out in veils, and to go to the baths (in 
Turkey), and to visit their fathers and mothers 
and even female acquaintances, and to sleep 
abroad for several nights together, are much 
more mistresses of their own conduct, and much 
more liable to fall into the paths of error. 

DISTICH. 

Let him who reads take warning I 

[JV. -B. This subject wjll be further discussed in the 
Appendix 3 the Author having, while in England, written 
a tract '* On the Liberty of Asiatic Wpmen."] 



Liberty may be considered as the idol, or 
tutelary deity, of the English ; and I think 
the common people here enjoy more freedom 
and equality than in any other well-regulated 
government in the world. No Englishman, un- 
less guilty of a breach of the laws, can be seized, 
pr punished, at the caprice or from the gust of 
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passion of the magistrate : . he may sometimes 
be confined on suspicion, but his life cannot 
be affected, except on podtive proof, 

1 was credibly informed, that the H-*-r 
iV— : — t. of the throne, while one day. walking, 
was jostjed by an impudent fellow ; that the 

p e struck him with his cane, and chastised 

him for his insolence. The man, however, 

sued his R — 1 H s in one of the cpurts 

of justice, and compelled the P -q tp pay 

a Qonsiderable sum of money. 

Grovernor H gs came one day to visit 

me, immediately after the hall door had been 
newly painted, and even while the ma^ who 
had done it was collecting his pots and brushes 
oathe steps. The Governor, not perceiving the 
circumstance, lifted the knocker of the door, 
and spoiled a new pair of gloves ; on which 
he turned round angrily to the man, and asked 
why he did not inform him the door had been 
just painted: the fellow, in a surly manner, 
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replied, " Where wei^e your eyes, that you could 
not see it ? " From these anecdotes, some idea 
may, he formed of fee liherty and freedom of 
the commou people in England : in many in- 
stances, they carry it too great a length ; and 
I have even felt the inconvenience of it. * Their 
lawgivers are however of opinion, that this 
freedom tends to make them brave. 

w 

In England, no gentleman can punish his 
servant for any crime (except by turning him 
away^, but must make his complaint before ' 
a magistrate. The servants in England receive 
very high wages, are as well fed, sleep as com- 
fortably in raised beds (not pn the floor, as 
in India), and are as well clothed, as their 
masters, who, in general, prefer plain clothes 
for themselves, while their servants are covered 
with lace. 

In their newspapers and daily publications, 
the common people often take the liberty of 
abusing their superiors : also, in all public 
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meetings, and eveji at the play-^hodses^ they 
frequently hiss and reproach any noMemaii 
or gentleman tb^y di^y^^. Another mode 
they hove of expressing their displeasure^ is 
by caricatures : in Ihese^ they frequently 
pourtray the Ministers^ or any other . public 
characters^ in ridiculous situations/ either 
talking to each other, or conversing with 
John Bull, who, by his blunt, but shrewd obser- 
vations, is always made to have the best of the 
argument, and to tell his opponent some dis* 
agreeable truths. 

After all, this equality is more ki appear- 
ance than in reality ; for the difference between 
the comforts of the rich and of the poor^ is, 
in England, much greater than in India. The 
servants are not at liberty to quit their masters, 
without giving proper warning; and, ingeneral> . 
they are as respectful in their behaviour as the 
slaves of Hindoostan. 



The rich, or higher classes, also, enjoy some 
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privileges from this equality. They can walk 
out at all times^ and go wherever they pleaso^ 
without being' watdied by a retinue of spies, 
under . the denomination of servants, as in the 
East: and iS they are abused by the common 
people, they can , also indulge their spleen, by 
abusing the Ministers, Princes, and even 
Royalty itself* 

I can scarcely d^cribe the pleasure 1 felt, 
upon my first arrival. in Europe, in being able 
to walk out unattended, to make my own 
bargains in the shops, and to talk to whom 
I pleased ^ so different from . our customs. It 
is not to be inferred, however, from what I 
have said, that every man is at liberty to follow 
the bent of his own inclinations. There are 
certain rules established in society, and a 
degree of decorum to be. observed, the trans- 
gression or. omission of which would be at*- 
tended with bad consequences. Thus, were 
a gentleman seen to enter a public-house, and 
to drink with low comptoions, or to walk 
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about the streets with a common prostitute, 
he would be shunned by all his acquaintances ; 
and were he, in any point, to offend against the 
laws, he would immediately be seized, and 
sent to prison; or, were he. to be guilty of 
sedition, treason, sacrilege, or blasphemy, 
he would be severely punished. Even the 
Ministers of the empire, wheh they find any 
ancient law or custom inapplicable to the 
present times, or even contrary to common 
sense, dare not boldly and openly propose its 
being cancelled in Parliament ; but they endea- 
vour by degrees to effect a change in the system, 
by proposing special modifications, uncertain 
whether the law may not have been framed for 
some good reasons, not understood by them^ 
but which may be discovered by their op- 
ponents. 

Amongst the customs which are, I believe^ 
peculiar to the British, may be reckoned theif 
duels, and boxing-matches. The first are con- 
fined to the higher classes, and are effected by 
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*the use of pistols or swords : they kre now 
always fought in the presence of seconds, or 
witnesses, who tak^ care that no treachery 
or foul play is practised. The other mode is 
used by the common people, either to obtain 
satisfaction for an injury, or as a trial of skill. 
In these combats, it is not fair to lay hold of, or 
grapple with the adversary, in which strength 
might get the better; but the whole contest 
must be decided, as fencing is in India, by skill 
and dexterity. If either of the combatants fall, 
the other must not strike him, while down ; but 
if it be discovered that one of them falls 
purposely, he is - hboted and abused by the 
spectators. These combats are carried on with 
'Such violence, as frequently to ' occasion the 
'death of one of the parties. The loss of an eye, 
breaking of the nose or jaw, or having the 
cheek laid open, is a common consequence. 
«The lower classes are so fond of, or are so con- 
vinced of the utility of this science, that there 
are few of them who do not learn pugifism; 
^ndeven many of the nobility aiid gentlemen 
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encourage these matches, to4 afgue^ that it 
serves to preserve their courage^ and inures 

V 

them to haj^dship. Dur^ my residence ia 
England^ I was present^ at leasts at one hundred 
of these battles. 

The mode of education prescribed for boys 
in England is admirably adapted to render 
them honourable, courageous, and capable of 
enduring hardships. They are> at an early age-i 
sent from' their parents' house to a public 
school, where they are frequently obliged ta 
contend with boys of a more advanced age 
than themselves, not only in a competition^ 
^r prizes in learning, but often in defending 
themselves against superior strength. In this 
situation they remain for five or six years; 
during which period they ipust preserve a 
character, untainted by dishonour, and un- 
blemished by cowardice. 

The education of girls tends to render 
them accomplished, rather than to endue them 



270 fHE' TRAVELS OF 

with philosophy : they are instructed to sing, to 
dance, to play on musical instruments, and to be 
witty and agreeable iij company. The children 
of both sexes are taught to reverence their pa- 
rents, and to esteem their brothers, sisters, and 
other near relations. Perhaps nothing conduces 
more to the success in tliis respect, than the single 
mafriages of the Christians, where, the progeny 
being all of the same stock, no room is left 
for the contentions and litigations which too 
often disturb the felicity of a Mohammedan 
family, perhaps the offspring of a dozen 
mothers. The parents also endeavour, by an 
impartiality of conduct, to preserve harmony 
amongst the children ; and if they have a pre- 
ference for any one of them, they strive to 
conceal it as much as possible. If the children 
are guilty of a fault, they do not severely beat 
or abuse them, but either send them to bed, 
or confine them to their rooms ; they also fre- 
quently reason with them, and excite them to 
good behaviour, more by hope than by fear. 
Owing to this mode of treatment, I have often 
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seen an English child of five years old possess 
more wisdom than an Asiatic of fifteen. Even 
the play-things of children • in Europe are made 
to convey lessons of instruction ;' and the alpha- 
bet is learned by infants^ who suppose they are 
only playing with cards. 

As far as I was able to judge, there are not 
SQ many dissentions or quarrels among re- 
lations in England, as with us ; the cause of 
which is probably owing to a certain degree 
of distance and respect that is always observed 
between the nearest connections; so that if 
the head of a family has it in his power to 
confer any favour on the other branches of it^ 
they receive it with gratitude. Not so in Hin- 
doostan, where the whole family depend upon 
their chief, and consider it his duty to provide 
for them, or to shafe his fortune with them ; 
and if he does not, they are discontented and 
abusive. 
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CHAP. XV. 

* 4 ■ • 

Artalysis of the British Govanment. Authority 
of the Sovereign — Eulogium on his present 
Majesty — Condescending and liberal conduct 
of his Majesty to the Author. Description of 
the QueerCs Drawing-^room. Political situation 
of the Heir Apparent — Character of the 
Prince. Description of Carleton H^use. Du- 
ties of the Ministers ofState-^of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer — of the Secretary for the 
Foreign Department -^ of the Secretaries for 
the Home and War Departments — of the First 
Lord of the Admiralty — Auth0r introduced to 

Lord Sp rr. Of the Master General of the 

Ordnance — of the President of the Board of 
Controul — of tfie Lord Cfianceltor — of the 

Archtnshdp of Canterbury^ 

* • 

X SHALL now endeavour to give some account 
of the nature of the British. Government, and 
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of the rank^ situation, and character of the 
principal persons composing it. 

The British Constitution is of the mixed 
form, that is, an union of the monarchical, 
aristocratical, and democratical governments, 
represented by the King, Lords, and Commons ; 
in which the powers of each are so happily 
blended, that it is impossible for human wisdom 
to produce any other system containing so many 
excellences, and so free from imperfection. 

The King is, of course, the head of the 
Government, and the source of all honour and 
promofeon. It would be tedious and difficult 
to define all his powers; but it may be sufficient 
to say, that no law can be valid without his 
consent ; that he has the entire command of 
the armjf ; and that he can pardon criminals, 
condemned by the law and the judges. 

As a proof of the power of the Sovereign, 
and of the excellence of the governmeut, I shall 
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relate an event that occurred during my resi- 
dence in England. For seventeen years, the 
reins of government had been guided by the 
able hands o/ the celebrated Minister, Mr. Pitt, 
for whom his Majesty had the wannest esteem^ 
and the highest opinion of. his abilities; but 
that Minister, trusting too much to his in- 
fluence over the King, and his general pp- 
pularity, endeavoured to abrogate a law, in 
opposition to the Royal will, and to the opinion 
of some other members of the Council. 

Thus circumstanced, his Majesty suspendi&d 
Mr. Pitt from his office ; and although that 
Minister was firmly sujpported by, five other 
Viziers, who declared they would re^gn, if their 
Chief was not restored to power, the King 
dismissed them a//, the same day. 



This circumstance happened during the 
lieight of the war with France, and at a time 
when, unfortunately, the King was so unwell, 
that no ^rangement could be made for forming 
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a new Ministry. For two months, affairs re- 
mained in .this situation, and much business was 
suspended ; but, owing to the well-established 
laws and regulations of the kingdom, no con- 
fusion or disturbance of any kind took place. 

It has formerly happened, that the Kings 

have carried their authority to a great excess, 

and have attempted to govern the realm 

without consulting their Parliament, and even 

in opposition to it : in this attempt, however, 

they have always failed. But nothing of this 

kind has ever been apprehended during the 

reign of his present Majesty, George the Third, 

(may God preserve him !) whose mind is an 

assemblage of every virtue; and whose sole wish 

is, to instruct, and render his people happy, 

rich, tind good : . for this purpose he encourages 

the Arts and Sciences, by fresquently visiting 

th^ colleges, and other public institutions, and 

inquiring into the progress and conduct of 

the students : he also sets his subjects a 

laudable example of industry, by devoting his 

T 2 
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8pare time to .agriculture and husbandry, 
without a due attention to which, no country 
can flourish, but must ever be dependent for 
food on its neighbours. 

It would be an endless task to >recite all 
the praise-worthy and disinterested acts of 
his Majesty ; but how shall we sufficiently 
appreciate the merits of a monarch, who Could 
divest himself of all authority over the Judges^ 
by conferring upon them their offices for life ; 
thus relinquishing all those powers which 
stimulate and bias the actions of mankind, 
whether of. hope, or of fear ? 

It is for the reasons above stated, that for 
forty-two years, which his Majesty has been 
seated on the British throne, he has been the 
idol of his people, and that his subjects are 
ever sincerely affected by every event which 
gives him pain or pleasure. 



••' 



4i^u£!bg my residence m England^ I ire- 
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quently attended the drawing-room, both of 
the King and of the Queen ; and, in every 
instance, both these illustrious personages did 
me the honour of addressing me ; and although 
I constantly had a gentleman with me to in- 
, terpret, they condescendingly commanded that 
I should answer them ; and they were even 
pleased to say, they perfectly comprehended my 
broken English. When I had the honour of 
taking leave of his Majesty, he kindly inquired 
into my wants, ordered his private treasurer to 
pay me a sum of money, and his Ministers to 
furhish me with letters of recommendation to his 
envoys and ambassadors at those courts which' 
I was likely to visit, on my route to India. 

The King dislikes pomp and finery ; there- 
fore, on his court days, there is not any grand 
display : but, when the Queen holds a court, 
the spectators are lost in amazement at the 
value and brilliancy of the diamonds, pearls, 
and every other costly ornament worn by 
the ladies, who, on this occasion, we^r hoops. 
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which extend the dress, and display the em- 
broidery, lace, &c. to the greatest advantage* 
These hoops are of a very ancient date, and 
are now never worn, but at court : some - of 
them are so large, that a lady cannot enter a 
door without much difficulty. The men also, on 
these occasions, wear old-fashioned and costly 
dresses, either embroidered, or covered with lace. 



Next in rank and dignity to the King and 
Queen, is the Heir Apparent, or Prince of 
Wales. During the life of his father, he seldom 
interferes in the government ; and should he die 
before the King, he is succeeded by his eldest 
son. If he has no son, the right to the crown 
devolves to his daughter ; but, in default of issue, 
it goes to the King's second son, who is, in gene- 
ral, the chief of the nobles, and commander 
of the army. By this well-regulated and syste- 
matic code of inheritance, all disputes between 
the brothers are prevented, and the blood of the 
subject is spared ; no one daring to assert a right 
to the throne, unless duly qualified by law. 
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On this subject^ I once had a disagreeable 
altercation with a gentleman in London, who 
affirmed that the natives of Hindoostan were 
hard-hearted, treacherous, and cruel ; and, in 
support of his argument, adduced the instances 
of the Emperor Aurungzebe confining his 
father, and destroying his three brothers ; and 
of the wars between Behadur Shah and his 
brethren. I replied, that princes were not 
to be judged of by the same rules as other 
men ; that if, in England, the only alternative 
left them was a throne or a coffin, such scenes 
would often have occurred in their history. 

The present Prince of Wales is esteemed 
a gentleman of the most polished manners, 
and of the utmost liberality and benignity of 
heart. His Royal Highnesses principal resi- 
dence is in the street called Pall Mall : it is 
a superb building, and contains many fine 
rooms. I went several times to view it, and 
was particularly attracted by the apartment 
called the China Hall: this contains a number 
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of curiosities brought from Pekin : it is also 
elegantly furnished with the largest mirrors, and 

r 

the most brilliant lustres, I have ever seen. Not 
the least remarkable of its curiosities, is a 
clocky' resenibling an Ethiopian woman, who, 
by the motion of her eyes, points out the 
hour. - . 

The first time I visited Carkton House, 
the Prince; having received information of my 
intention, was pleased to'order a cold collation 
to be prepared for my refreshment ; and, in 
every instance where I had the honour of 
meeting his Royal Highness, he always behaved 

to m^ with the greatest kindness and con- 

* 

descension. 



The persons of importance next to the 
Princes are the Ministers of State : they are 
nine in number, and by them all the "affairs 
of the kingdom are managed. The chief oi 
these is the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
office lately held by Mr. Pitt, and now by 
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Mr. A ^n. He has charge of the reve* 

nues of the State^ arranges the taxes, and 
superintends the principal disbursements. He 
is considered as the King's deputy in the 
House of Commons; and the most difficult 
part of his office is, to preserve a majority of 
the members in his interest : to effect this, he 
frequently gives to some of them appointments, 
and to others titles. By these means, and the 
aspistance of those persons who are attached 
to him, . either from principle or connexion, 
he is able to withstand the attacks of his ad- 
versaries, that is, the Ex^Ministers, or those 
that wovid he Ministers. Every subject that 
is proposed in Parliament, is openly discussed, 
and determined by a majority of votes : if 
therefore the Minister cannot ensure the 
greater number of voices in his favour, it is 
impossible for him to carry on the business, 
and he had better resign. 

Mr. Pitt was enabled, by his great abilities, 
and wonderful powers of persuasion^ to obtain 
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always a lafge majority in his favour ; and mi^t 
be said to have governed, for seventeen years, 
with .despotic sway. 

By the introduction of my friends. Sir 

W. O— d. Sir C. T— t. Sir J. M^ P ^n, and 

Mr. G. J n, I had frequent opportunities of 

being pre$ei;it during the proceedings of the 
House of Commons. The first tim6 I saw this 
assembly, they reminded me of two flocks 
of Indian paroquets, sitting updn opposite 
mango trees, scolding at each other ; the 
most noisy of whom were Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Fox. In short, during the administration of 
Mr. Pitt, all Parliamentary proceedings were 
perfectly nugatory, as, by his decided majorities, 
he could carry any measure he proposed. It 
is not however to be inferred, from tliis circum- 
stance, that Parliaments are of no. utility ; 
on the contrary, they are of the greatest service* 
In the first place, they regulate the taxes for 
the year ; they are a check upon all contractors 
and public agents ; and restrain the Ministers 
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within proper bounds^ upon every occasion. 
Thus, during the indisposition of his Majesty, 
when many sensible persons thought it was 
requisite that the Heir Apparent should be 
immediately appointed Regent, with extensive 
powers ; and others were of opinion, that a 
Regency should be nominated, composed of 
men of the first abilities of the country, one of 
whom should be the Heir Apparent; the Parlia- 
ment, having taken into consideration the 
many virtues of the King, and the posisibility 
of his recovery, resolved that the Ministers 
and public officers should continue to exert 
themselves to the utmost, in the execution of , 
their several duties, until the physicians should 
be able to determine on the probability of 
his Majesty's recovery^; after which, they would 
decide on the measures that might be requisite 
to be taken. This wise determination had 
the happy effect of calming the minds of the 
people;' and the business of the empire was 
conducted as usual. Much to the honour of 
the Princes, none of them interfered during . 
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the discussion of this delicate question^ bt^ 
submitted their private opinions entirely to 
the wisdom of Parliament. 

The Minister next in importance to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, is the Secretary 
of State for the Foreign Department: it is 
he who conducts the correspondence with 
foreign States, and transacts business with all 
the ambassadors. During my residence in 
England, this office was most ably filled by 

Lord P m. From his lordship I received 

the most unbounded proofs of kindness and 
friendship ; nor have I language to express, 
in dull prose, . my gratitude to her Ladyship, 
for the many favours conferred upon me. 
The third Minister, in rank, is the Secretary 
of State * for the Home Department : this 

office was held by Lord C-* ^r, with whom 

I had not the honour of being acquainted. 
The fourth Minister, and who has charge of 

the War Department, was lately Mr. D ^s, 

but now Lord H t : from both of these 
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^eat persons I received many favours. These 
four Minister^ are superior to all the others, 
and may be said to have the entire direction, 
or, at least, controul, over all the affairs of 
Government 

The fifth Minister is at the head of 
the Naval Department, and is called First 

Lord of the Admiralty : his powers are much 

♦ 

greater than those of the Commander-in- 
diief of the land forces- This office is at 

present held by Lord St. V ^t, . to whom 

I have not the pleasure of being known.. But 

to his predecessor. Lord Sp r, I am under 

infinite obligations. I first had the honour 
of meeting his lordship at the house of Sir 
J. B — ^ks, and, in consequence of this intro- 
duction, received frequent invitations to dine 

with his lordship. Lady Sp r is esteemed 

one of the most sensible and learned Women 
in England. She often did me the honour 
of conversing with me, and listened with 
apparent earnestness and approbation to . my 
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wretched translations of Persian poetry. Her 
ladyship particularly requested, nay com- 
manded me, to write an account of my 
Travels, and to state my opinion, candidly, 
of all the customs and manners of the En- 
glish ; and, without either fear or flattery, 
freely to censure whatever I thought repre- 
hensible amongst them. 

The sixth Minister is the Master General 
of the Ordnance, who has charge of all the for- 
tifications in the kingdom. This office was held 

by Lord C- ^s, whose kindness to me, 

both in India and in Ireland, I have before 
related. 



The seventh Minister is the President of 
the Board of Controul : he it is who directs 
the affairs, and guides the reins, of the East- 
India Company. On my first arrival in Eng- 
land, this office *wias held by Mr. D -s, but 

latterly was intrusted to Lord D- th. His 

lordship is descended from a very ancient and 
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noble family, and possesses a highly-cultivated 
understanding. I became acquainted with 
his lordship through the introduction of my 

friend Lord P ^m, and received many solid 

proofs of his lordship's esteem. At his house 
I frequently met with several of the Directors 
of the East-India Company, who, although 
the Masters of the Opvemors 6f India, were 
invariably seated below me at table. 

His lordship wished to have deputed me 
as Ambassador to the King of Persia, and to 
Zeman Shah. The route he proposed to send 
me was, by Constantinople and the Black Sea, 
to Khuarizm; whence I was to travel to 
Taheran ; and, having settled the business at 
that court, to proceed to Cabul, and thence^ 
through the Punjab, &c. to Calcutta. I must 
confess I was alarmed al; the length and dangers 
of the journey, and requested his lordship 
would permit me first > to return to India ; 
whence, after having seen, and properly settled 
my &inUy, I could, without difficulty, proceed 
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to Cabul^ and whence, if requisrte, to Persia. 
To this plan his lordship acceded ; and when 
I was leaving England, he gave me letters of 
recommendation to the Governor-general of 
Indi^ ; desiring him, in the first instance, to 
recover for me the amount of my pension, 
which, 'through the intrigues of my enemies 
aLLucknow, had been stppt for so many years ; 
and then to send me to Cabul, with powers to 
remain (if agreeable to the Shah) as the East- 
India Company*s representative at that court. 

The eighth Minister is the Lord High 
Chancellor : he is supreme over the Law 
Department, and possesses extensive powers. 

These eight Ministers attend the King 
every day, and lay before him the state of 
affairs in their respective deparUnents, and 
obtain his Majesty's signature to such papers 
.as require it. They then deliberate, col- 
lectively, with the King, on any subject that 
is to .be laid before Parliament, and, having 
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arr^^ed the plan, give it to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who carries it to the House 
of Commons, ft>r their discussioA. 

The ninth Minister is the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He k next in rank to the 
Princes : iC is he who* takes cognizance of every 
thing belonging to region, and is the King*s 
efouhsellor in all spiritual affairs. Immediately 
in subjection to the archbishop, are the bishops, 
or prelates of the Church, each- of whom pos- 
sesses ecclesiastical authority over a certain 
district, and superintends the conduct of the 
clergymen, or persons ordaiiied for performing 
the public functions and ceremonies of their 
religion. It is requisite to explain, to Moham- 
mojans, that, in England, Law and Religion 
are distinct branches, and that the duty of 
a clerjgyman is limited to watching over the 
moral and spiritual conduct of his flock, to 
burying the dead, visiting the dying, uniting 
persons in marriage, and christening child- 
ren; for, according to their tenets, children 

VOL. I. U 
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are bom without any religion^ and, until they 
have been christened, are not admitted into the 
pate of the Church. In recompence for their 
trouble, the clergy are entitled to a tenth of 
the produce of the land, whether of the vege- 
table or animal kind. For this purpose, England 
is divided into an immense number of parishes, 
in each of which there is a church, built at 
the public expense ; and to each of these 
churclies are attached a priest and deputy, 
who, on every Sunday, and other holidays, 
read prayers, preach to their congregation, 
and perform the other ceremonies before 
mentioned. A certain number of these pa- 
rishe^ constitute a diocese, to each of which 
one of the bishops is attached, who, in ad- 
dition to the duties before stated, has the 
power of ordaining and dismissing clergymen. 
The bishops are addressed as Lords, and 
have seats in the House of Peers, but sel- 
dom interfere, unless spiritual affairs' are 
discussed. . When a bishop dies, the -King, by 
the adyice of his Minister, selects, one of 
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the most worthy clergymen to supply his 
place. 

I had the good fortune to be intimately 

acquainted with the Bishop of L n : he was 

a sensible and philosophic man, and took much 
pleasure in disputing with me on points of 
religion. I one day had a controversy with him 
respecting our Prophet Mohammed, and in- 
sisted that iiis coming had been foretold by the 
holy Messiah, in the original New Testament. 
He positively denied the premises, but agreed 
to examine the book, and give me further in- 
formation in a week. On the day appointed 
I waited on him, and he produced a very ancient 
Greek version of the Testament, in which he 
candidly acknowledged that he had discovered 
the verse I alluded to, but said he supposed it 
might have been interpolated by some of the 
renegadoes of Constantinople, long after the 
preaching of Mohammed. I replied, that as 
copies of the New Testament were in the hands 
of every person at that time, it was ynpossible 

V 2 
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any interpolation cx)uld have taken place^ with- 
out having been noticed by some of the con- 
temporary historians or writers. But, inde- 
pendently of that circumstance, i^ is a wellr 
authenticated fact, that Mohsimpied hin^lf 
\^ declared, to the Christians, he was the 
Ahmed (Paraclete) promised by Jesus Christ, 
and quoted to them the passage in the EvaiH 
gelists ; that the Christians did not th(sn objecl 
to the verse, but merely <^nied that he was 
the Comforter dp promised, and that tiSey . 
should look for another. ThiiS was sufficient 
evidence to prove thajt the above passage was 
in the original, an^ not an interpolati<»0» The 
bishop laughed, and said, he suppofi^d 1 wad 
come tx> England to convert the peopl<^ to 
Mohammedanism, and to mak^ them forsake 
the religion of their forefathers. . ^ 

I also had' the b<Hiour of beh^ knpvm to 
the Lord Bishop of D — r— m,. who waa atimr 
of great liberality and. extensive charity* fh^ 
frequently invited me to his house ; and owkad 
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his attention, by always asking some of the 
gentlenien who under£»tood P^sisih to meet 
fne. During th^ year of great scarcity in 
England) he daily fed a thousand poor people, 
at his private expense. Hence may be formed 
fome idea of the incomes and charity of En^ 
gUsh bishop^. 

III my account of the duties of his Majesty's 
Ministers^ having mentioned the Parlidment, 
it becomes requisite to explain the mleaning 
of the term, i^arliament, properly, means an 
assemblage of the three estates ; vi2. the King, 
Lords, arid Commons ; but is gtoerally applied 

* 

to the two lattei^. The Lords have a particular 
apartlAent, where they assemble, and deliberate 
on the btti^ess which hnis passed the House 
ef Commons ; and which, if they disapprove, 
bec6^^nes nugatofy. It is in the House of Lords 
that the Ptu-Iiament assembles, on the first 
and last days of the session. On these occa- 
sions^, the King goes to the house in great 
state, attended by aH the public officers, in 
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their robes and in[signi?i of office. I once had 
an opportunity of being present at this inter- 
esting scene. I wa^ introduced into the house 
by my friend Mr. B — — t ; but had it not been 
fyr the kind attention of the Duke of G — : — ^r, 
the King's brother, I should have seen little of 
the ceremony. His Royal Highness observed 
me soon after I entered the house, and sent 
one of the* attendants to procure me a seat 
near the throne. In this situation, I not only 
saw the King enter and go out, but ^Iso heard 
distinctly every word that he addressed to the 
Bishops, the Lords, and the Commons. In 
the course of my life, I have never witnessed 
so grand or so impressive a scene. ' The King 
was, seated upon a superb and elevated throne, 
over which was erected a stately canqpy. On 
his Majesty's right hand sat the Heir Apparent, 
and on his left the other Princes, according to 
seniority, upon chairs of yellow velvet embroi- 
dered with gold. . Near to these were placed 
a number of forms, covered with broad-cloth, 
for the King's favourites, or more distant re- 



MIRZA ABtr TALEB KHAN. 2Q5 

latives, and for the wives of the noblertien. 
On the right of the throne, but below 'the 
Heir Apparent, stood the Foreign Princes and 
Ambassadors. The sword of state was borne 
by Lord Sp— — r, and the cap of Liberty by 
Lord Win — — y: these two noblemen were 

close in front of his Majesty. Sir P — B 1, 

now Lord G ^r, presided, as Lord High 

Chamberlain, over all the ceremonies. The 
Lords were seated to the right and left, in a 
line with the Princes ; and the Commons were 
arranged, in due order, opposite the throne. 
His Majesty's speech was listened to with the 
utmost silence and respect ; immediately after 
which the King withdrew. As I was engaged 
to dine with a person of rank, I endeavoured 
to make my escape from the house as soon as 
possible, but in vain; for the crowd was so great, 
that the hour of dinner was past before I could 
get free ; and I was obliged to make many apo- 
logies to my host for my seeming inattention. 

Among the hereditary nobility of England, 



2Q6 the travejls of 

there are several degrees of mnk^ a$ Du]^e5 
Marquis^ Earl^ Baron^ an4 Viscount ; although^ 
when assembled in the House of Lords, their 
prerogatives and duties appear exactly the ^same. 

^ The title next in rank to Pr ince, is Did^e. 
Several of these Dijikes are the King's sons ; 
and his present Majesty has made it a rule, 
not to rais(B any perspfi, }mt hj^ own pelatkMQS, 
to that dignity. The families and titles of 
many of these Dukes, and of some of the Earls, 
are of very ancient date. They origin^ly took 
their titles from their estates, or from towns 
dependent on them. Their possessions are very 
great ; and several of them have incomes equal 
to the allowance of the King. Their property, 
contrary to the general custom of England, 
is not divided among the children, but goes to 
the eldest son. By this means, the wealth and 
influence of the family remain stationary ; and^ 
as they are always generous and liberal to 
their tenants, they acquire such a host of 

dependants, that the Government has had fre- 
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quait occasions to be jealous or distrustful of 
them. Thus, some years ago, a brother of the 

Duke of L ^r rebelled in Ireland against 

the King, and, having been joined by a great 
number of the Irish, Very nearly effected a 
revolution in that kingdom. At length, how- 
ever, by the great wisdom and military abilities 
of Lord C ■ ■■' s, the rebels were vanquished, 
and Lord F — d was taken prisoner. 

I had the honour of being acquainted with 
several of these Dukes. From the late Duke 
of B — — d I experienced much civility : he was 
an amiable man^ and of a most prepossessing 
appearance. He was succeeded by his brother, 
who, I understand, inherits many of his vir- 
tues. The Duke of D ■ r e, who married a 
sister of Lord S p ' r , invited me several times 
to his house ; and his Duchess, who is one of 
the most delightful women in England, paid 
me the greatest attention. Hieir daughter. 
Lady Georgiana, surpasses in beauty and ele- 
gance the boasted nymphs of China or Tartary, 
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and her voice thrills to the soul, like the elixir 
of life. 

VERSE. 

Since the Sphere commenced its revolutions, it has 

not beheld siich a Star : 
And since the Earth began to prpduce, it. has not 

yielded so fair a flower, as Georgiana, lovely 
. daughter of the Duke and Duchess of D re. 

His Grace has, for many years past, bten 
in the habit of giving, annually, an entertain- 
ment to all his acquaintances, at Chiswick 
House. I had the honour of being present at 
one of these entertainments ; when the Du- 
chess, taking into consideration my forlorn 
situation, among such e crowd of great people, 
to most of whom I was a stranger, .kindly ap- 
pointed: Lady E ^th F -r, one of her 

intinmte friends, to be my Mekmandar during 
the day. Her ladyship, according to., the En- 
glish custom, immediately put her arm under 
mine, and led me, through bowers of roses and 
walks of jessamine, over all the gardens. She 
then conduct^ me to the concert and ball 
rooms. It so happened, that, as we were about 
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to enter a door, we met the P — e of W — ^s. 
I immediately drew back, to make way for his 
R — ^1 H s, and consequently kept her lady- 
ship back ; but the P—- e, with ti\\ that polite- 
ness which distinguishes his character, retreated, 
and made a sign to me to advance. I was quite 
lost in amazement ; but Lady E — ^— th laughed, 

and said, " His R — ^1 H ^s would not for 

the world take precedence of any lady : and 
as my arm was under yours, he would by 
no means allow that we should separate, to 
make way for him." From this circumstance, 
some idea of the gallantry of the English to- 
wards ladies may be formed. When the com- 
pany sat down to breakfast, I had the honour of 
being placed at the same table with the 






' Previous to breaking up, the Duchess pre- 
sented me her ticket for the Opera of that 
evening. I at first declined accepting it, saying, 
it would be so late before I got home, that 
I should not have time to dress before the 
Opera commenced. The Duke of G — — ^r. 
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brother <rf the K — g, who was at the same 
table, overheard me, and said my excuse was 
not a sufficient one ; that he meant to be there, 
and hoped to have the pleasure of peeing me. 

Lady E-^— th F — ^r. Lady H y, and Lady 

Georgiana, also said that they should be at the 
Opera at eight o'clock, and if I did not meet 
them, they would severely fine me, I therefore 
promised to attend ; and, after having arrived 
at home, I quickly changed my dress, and pro- 
ceeded to the Opera House. I found tte Duke 
was there before me, and waiting impatiently 
for the ladies. He sat with me for an hour ; 
and, as they did not make their appearance, he 
was irritated, and went away, but desired me 
to scold them, should they arrive. When the 
Opera was nearly finished, the ladies came in. 
I taxed them, both on the Duke's and my own 
account, with their breach of promise. They 
made me one of those trifimg and improba- 
ble excuses, which so become the &scinating 
mouth of an English beauty : *^ iTiat the crowd 
^* of coaches was so great at the gates of 
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« Chiswick House, they could not get away 
•^ sooner.'* I recollected some verses of a Per- 
sian Ode, which I thought applicable to the 
case, and spoke them, as if extemj^rary- They 
insisted upon my giving them a translation, 
which I complied with ; and the verses were 
handed about to all their acquaintances. They 
were nearly as follow. 

EXTEMPORARY ODE. 

Although no person ever experienced the truth of 

your promises. 
Yet are we ever deceived by those eloquent and 

ruby lips. 

Sin against me, as much as you please ; you need 
not ask forgiveness 5 

For I am your slave,, and shall pay implicit obe- 
dience to your wishes. 

Fear not to enter the ranks, at the day of judgment, 

unveiled ; 
For, should some of your murdered lovers demand 

retribution. 

The Angels, ordered to drive you from Paradise, 

captivated by your looks. 
Will offer themselves, as an atonement for your 

errors. 
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That carriages round the gates of Chiswick House 
prevented your coining, is not probable : 

Say rather, the crowd of those, smitten by your 
charms, detained you. 

Such was my desire of your presence, that I no- 

' ticed not the passing scene : 
Now you are come," the sound of your voice ba- 
nishes all my anxiety. 

As long as Abu Taleb can behold your charming 

countenance. 
He will not sigh for the bowers of the garden of 

Eden. 



The Duke of N d is said to possess 

the greatest riches, and most extensive property, 
in the kingdom. At the request of my friend 

Miss B ^1, and the Duchess of H— — n, 

I received an invitation to visit Sion House ; 
but as his Grace did not condescend to pay 
me that attention I had received from other 
noblemen, I gratified my curiosity at the ex- 
pense of my finer feelings. 

The Dukes of N-^ — ^k, R d, G- ^n, 

&c. are all descended from ancient and noble 
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families, who have long . possessed this title ; 
for sinqe the commencement of the present 
reign, but one person, except the Royal family^ 
has be^n promoted to that dignity. 

The King's sons, during their infancy, are 
all called Princes ; but, as they arrive at the 
age of manhood, are created Dukes. There are 
seven of therti, all pleasing, unaffected men. 
They associate with the nobility, and do not 
assume any superiority in company, but enter, 
without fastidiousness, into all the amusements 
that are going forward. Thus the Duke of 

G r, who possessed a lively disposition, and 

much ready wit, frequently jested the young 
ladies, in my presence, on their attachment to 
me, and their jealousy of each other on that 
account. This had always the effect of making 
the company laugh, and of exciting good 
humour^ 

The next persons in rank to the 'Lords are 
the Members of the House of Commons. 
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Their number is above three hundred and fifty. 
Two of them are elected by the inhabitants 
of every town in the kingdom, to be their 
agents or representatives in Parliamoitt. They 
are, in geneml, men of very superior abilities 
and <3DSXsiderabIe property. For seven months 
in the year they remain ii^ London^ and attend 
five days in the week at the Parliament House. 
Some of their duties have been before de- 
scribed ; but when their attention is not taken 
up with great political subjects, they emj^loy 
themselves in considering the internal regula- 
tions, and plans fi>r improving the state of the 
country, and,: in feet, take cognizance of every 
thing that is going forward. Even the lawiS 
respecting culprits are abrogated or altered* by 
Parliament ; for the Christians, contrary to the 
systems of the Jews and Mohammed^s, db 
not acknowledge to have received any laws 
respecting temporal matters from Heaven, but 
take upon themselves to make such regulations 
as the exigencies of the times require. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

/ 

V 

Description of the East-India Company. Of the 
Board of Controtd. Of the Lord Mayor of 
London — the nature and extent of his juris^ 
diction — Procession to Westminster and Guild-- 
Hall. The Author is invited to the Lord 
Mayors Feast — account thereof. Anecdote of 
Miss C — bci 

JLn political importance, the East-India Com-^ 
pany rank^ next to the House of Commons* It 
is well understood, by every person possessing 
common information, that * Company * means 
an association of merchants, or other persons, 
who subscribe a certain sum of money, for the 
purpose of carrying on trade, or any other ex- 
tensive concern, which exceeds the capital of 
an individual. Such was the origin of ^ 
East-Indip Company. 

VOL. X. X 
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It is little more than a hundfed years since 
the Company obtained their regular Charter, 
granting to them the entire monopoly of the 
trade with India and China. Their capital 
at that time was about three crores of rupees 
{£. 3.y00a,000), divided into shares of ^. 1000 
pounds each, but has since been increased to 
double that ambunt ; and, in consequence of 
their extensive conquests in India, the value 
of each share is now worth nearly twice the 
original subscription* ^ 

The affairs of the Company are managed 
by twenty-four Directors ; six of whom go out 
of office every year, in rotation, and six others 
• are appointed in their room. They are elected 
by those proprietors who possess a full share 
of j^. 1000 stock. The Directors annually elect 
two of the most intelligent of their own body 
to be their President and' Vice-President, who 
are called Chairman and ^Deputy Chairman ; and 

^se. two gentlemen may be said to represent 

•> . . " 

the Company; as, although they occasionally call 



« 
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on the other Directors to assist tliem with their 
advice, they have in general determined on the 
ineasure before they propose it to the court. 
It is evident, that to fill such a situation with 
. propriety, requires a person of very superior 
understanding, and well conversant in all kinds 
o£ business, and that therefore only a few of 
fee Directors can aspire to this honour : some 
of them n^ver attain to the dignity, and others 
are isornetimes elected several years successively. 
The Directors most esteemed for their abilities, 
during my residence in England, and to whom' 
the office of Chairman had generally fallen, 
were, Mr. H. I — s, D. S — t, S. L — '• — ^n, and 
G. G — t. I had the honour of being known to 
all these gentlemen ; but had little acquaintance 
with any of the other Directors, except Sif 

T. M e, and Mr. P ^ri, who has lately 

beeri elected. 

The pjroprietors of EastJndia stock- ^e 
of aU ranks and professions ; and some of ^hem 

• are such low people, that they do" not presum^f 

X 2 
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to sit in the presence of their own deputies* 
They attend twice a year at the India House, 
to- receive their dividends, or to giv^ their votes, 
when called on, foe the election of a new 
Director. They have nothing further to do 
with the business of the Company. 

The India House is a very extensive and 
. superb building, and contains an immense num- 
ber of apartments, for all the public offices. 
It is situated in the city, and, including the 
warehouses, is not less than a mile in circum- 
ference. Hqre all the business of the Company 
is transacted. The Chairman and his Deputy 
attend every day iix the week, except Sundaiy ; 
and the other Directors assemble once, twice, 
or three times in the weel^, according to the 
quantity and nature of the business that is 
transacting. 

In consequence of the supposied misconduct, 

•■ 

or neglect, of the Company, or their Governors, 
%brei(jd, his Majesty's; Ministers, some years 
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ago, deemed it advisable to create a Board 
of Controtd, to superintend and direct the 
affairs of thevCompany. This Board is invested 
with great powers, and frequently opposes the 
measures of the Directors : it examines all 
their accounts, and controuls all their coi^e-- 

"■* 

spondence. The Company cannot now send 
out any order or letter to their Governors, un- 
less sanctioned by this Board ; and, as the 
President is always one of his Majesty's Mini- 
sters, no step of importance can be taken, or 
any hew measure adopted,jTS'ithout being knowoi 
to Government. 

It nevertheless sometimes happens, that 
measures sanctioned both by the Court of Di* 
rectors and the^oard of Controul are brought 
under the a)gni4ance of Parliament. Thus Lord 

Q — g depriving the heir of Ihe Nabob 

of the Carnatic of his powers, and the assump- 
tion of part of the territory of Oude by Lord 
W' • . y , have been severely animadverted on, 
both in the House of Lords and of Commons.; 



^ 
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bor is it yet known how the business will be 
decided. 

When I first arrived in England^ several of 
the Directors ithagined that I had been seht> 
as an agent, by some of the Princes of India, 
to complain against their servants. They were 
therefore, for some time, very distrnstful, and 
reserved in their conduct ; but after they were 
convinced of their error, they received me 
kindly, and paid me much attention. 

■ ■< t 
I have before mentioned, that London is 

composed of three towns ; viz. the Ci^, West- 
minster, and the Borough. The former was, 
many years ago, a walled or fortified town 5 is 
the residence of the principal merchants in 
Elngland ; and is still governed by a »particular 
jurisdiction of its own.. The ruler or gover- 
nor of the city, is called the Lord Mayor .: he 
is endowed with great authority, and governs 
his own dominions as a sovereign. If I have 
been rightly informed, the constitution* of the 



f ' 
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city is nearly as follows. Every person who has 
served his regular apprenticeship, or possesses 
certain property within the walls, is a freeman 
of the city. At stated periods, the freemen 
elect a number of persons, to be the organ or 
channel of their opinions, who are called Livery- 
men : these select twenty-four of their number 
to be Aldermen, who hold their situation for 
life, and each of whom is magistrate, of a 
particular ward or district of the city : he is 
answerable for its police, and has the power 
of calling any number of the Livery or free- 
men of his ward to his assistance, either to 
consult them, or to quell any disturbance. At 
bis tribunal all the petty disputes of the district 
are adjusted. * The mode of electing the Lord 
Mayor is this : On a particular day in the year, 
all the Livery-men assemble in a large build- 
itig, called the Common Hall, where, having 
canvassed the merits of all the Aldermen, they 
select the names of two, and send them up to 

the Court of Aldermen, which is then sitting, 

* * 

who are obliged to elect one of the persons 



% * 
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named by the Livery, as the Lord Mayor for *, 
the ensuins: year. 

The Lord Mayor is the chief, magistrate 
. of the city, and presides daily in a court of 
justice. He has two assistants, called. Sheriffs, 
and a great number of ofiicers, under him.: He. 
is allowed a superb palace to reside in^ and 
has a uumberof horses, servants, &c. kept for! 



him at the public expense. One of, his. prero- 
gatives is, that :5no body of soldiers or armed 
men shall pass through the city, without his 
permission : and although his boundaries are. 
divided from Westminster, or "the King's Town,, 
only by an ©Id gateway, his Majesty never 
enters the city without giving information to, 
the Lord Mayor, who, on all occasions of state 
or ceremony, meet3 the King at the gate, and 
makes an offer of the keys of the city : he 
then joins his Majesty's retinue, and accom- 
panics him wherever he is going. 

The annual election of the Lord Maypr. 
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is celebrated, by the inhabitants of the city; 
with as much pomp and rejoicing as is ob- 
served in Westminster on the anniversary of 
the Kiag!s birth-day. At nck)n, the Lord Mayor, 
dressed in his robes of state, and att^pfled by 
all the ^y officers, embarks in a number of 
s|^ndid boats prepar^ for the purpose, ajid 
proceeds up the river, to the : great ball of 
justice at Westminster; where having taken 
the oadis of office, he returns in the same 
state to the city ; and after having landed, 
he enters his stiate coach, drawn by six horses,' 
and is conyityed to Guildhall, where a din- 
ner is prepared for four thousand ''^ of the' 
most respectable inhabitants of London, of 
both sexes. 

Some months after my arrival in England, 
Alderman C — ^be was elected Lord Mayor, and 
did me the honour of inviting me to his dinner. 
As soon as I alighted at the door, fifty of his 
lordship's ttttendarfts, with spears arid maces 
in their hands, came to meet me, and a band 
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of music at the same time commenced playing. 

I was then conducted, with great ceremcaiQy, to J 

the room where his lordship' was sitting with 

6<^veral of the King's Ministers and other 

Dohlen^. 



On my entering the apartment, the Lord' 
Mayor took me by the hand, and, having 
inquired respecting my h^th, introduced me 
to the Lady Mayoress, who was dressed as fine 
to a Qtteen^ and seated with great pomp on a 
superb sp£i. Although it is not customary, on 

these occasions, for the Lady M^?*oress to re- 

» 

turn thi^; salutation of any per^n, yet, in com- 
pliment to me as a foreigner, her ladyship rose 
from her seat. 



llie dinnei^ having been announced, the 
Lord Mayor again took my hand, and led-me 
to a table which was raised a step or two above 
the others. He then placed me opposite himr 
self, that he might liave an opportunity of 
attending to me. His lordship sat on tl^ 
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rig^t of the Lady Mayoress ; aad on his right 

hand were seated Lord C ^y. Lord Sp ^r. 

Lord N n, and several . odier noblemeni 

On the left of her ladyship were placed the 
late Mayor, and his family. The remainder 
of the company at this table consisted of the 
Judges^ Aldermen, &c. 

« 

The table was covered with a profusion of 
delicious viands, fruits, wines, &c. All the dishe§ 
and plates were of embossed silver; and th^ 
greater number of the goblets and cups, and th^ 
candlesticks, were of burnished gold. In the 
. course of my life, I have never seen such a 
display of wealth and grandeur. The other 
tables, also, appeared to be plentifully and ele- 
gantly served; and, if I could judge from 
the apparent happiness of the people at them^ 
they were equally pleased with their entertain-- 
ment as myself. 

After dinner, the health of the Lord and Lady 

i 

Mayoress were drank, with great 'acclsunatiaiis ; 



; 
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then the health of the King, arid of thie Queen 5 
aftier which, ^^ The prosperity of Lord Nelson ; 
" and may tKe victory of the Nile be ever 
" remembered ! " was drank with loud lap- - 
plause. 

Whea the whole of this company, con- 
sisting of 'several thousand persons, stood, 
up, and, having filled their glasses, proclaimed 
the toqst with loud huzzas, it immediatelv 

recalled to my mind the verse of our Poet 

• ■ 
Hafiz : 

Come, fill the goblets with wine ! and let us fend 
the vault of the Heavens with our sbouts^! 

Let us overturn the present system of the Universe, 
and form a new Creation of our own ! 



••»• 
\ , 



As many of the persons who were seated at 
the lower end of the room <:ould not see who ' 

X 

were at the upper table, a short time previous 
to the ladies quitting the company, a petition 

If 

was sent to the Lord Mayor, to request they 
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might be allowed to pass round the table,, in 
small parties. His lordship, having asked my 
consent, directed that . they might do so. In 
consequence of this permission, they divided 
themselves into small parties, and walked round 
the table. When they came opposite to Lord 

N ^n, or me, the men stopped their heads, 

and the women bent their knees, (such being 
the English manner of salutation). Thip mark 

of, respect they thought due to Lord N -n, 

for the victory of -the Nile; and to me, for my 
supposed high ranhi^ This ceremony took up 
nearly an hour ; after whiph the Lord Mayor 

presented Lcpd N n, in the name of the 

city, with an elegant scimitar, the hilt of which 
was studded with diamonds, as a testimony of 
their gratitude for his distinguished services. 
His lordship, having buckled on the sword; 
stood up, and made a speech to the Lord Mayor 
and to the company, assuring them, that, with 
the wea|)bn ^e had now been invested, and the 
protection of the Almighty, he would chsi$tise 
and subdue all their enemies. 
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This interesting scene, being finished, i 
thought it was time to retire, and went up to^ 
f lie Lord Mayor to take leave. ' His lordship, 
however, seized me by the hand, and led me' 
lip stairs to a superb apartment, where we 
found the Lady Mayoress, and nearly fivehunr- 
dred other ladies, richly dressed, some of whom 
were as beautiful as the Houries of Paradise, 
waiting our appearance, before they commenced 
dancing. As fev^ rooms in the world would 
have held such an assemblage of people, if 
furnished in the usual manner, this apartment 
was fitted up with long ranges of seats rising 
above each other, (resembling the stone steps' 
of a large tank 'or reservoir in India,) which 
were continued all round the room, for the use 
of the spectators, leaving but a moderate space 
in the middle f6r the dancers. 



When' We* had been seated a short time, 
twelve or fifteen of the principal young men 
present were permitted to enter the circle, and 
to choose their partners. After they had gone- 
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down the clance, they were relieved by an equal 
liutnber of others ; and in this manner the ball 
w»s kept up till day-light ; and the Sun had 
risen ere I reached home- 

This was. one pf the most delightful nightat 
I ever passed in my life ; as, independent of 
every luxury my heart could wish, I had an 
opportunity of gazing all the time on the an- 
gelic charms of Miss C — ^be, who 9at in that 
assemblage of Beauties, like the bright Mo<yi 
surrounded with brilliant stars. 



"•• 



* 



After what 1 have said, it may be unneces^ 
' sary to repeat, that this young lady is one of 
the ^eatest beauties in London. One evening, ' 
I met her, by chance, at a masquerade ; tmd, 
as the weather was warm, she wore only a short 
veil, which descended no lower than her upper 
lip. As our meeting vas quite unexpected, she 
thought she could converse with me without 
being kiiowii ; but, in answer to her Jirst ques- 
tion, I replied, " There is but pne^ woman in 
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" London who possesses such teeth an^ lips ; 
^ therefore Miss C — ^be may sav6 herself the 
*^ trouble of attenipting to deceive her ari- 
■ ^^ mirer§/' TTiis speech was overheard by gome 
persons, and became the subject of conversa- 
tion, in thfi polite circles, next day. 
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